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Ik the Inst Canto of the Purgatorio Dante was left in 
the other Hemisphere, mid on the summit of the Mount 
of Purgatory, under the Meridian Circle, this being the 
position of the earthly Paradise. The Paradiso opens 
with Hits ascent. <X ]!e;itriec and tho l.'oet fmvai'dx 1 lit' 
starry firmament- They 'irsl approach the concavity of 
the sphere of fire, which is the same as the convexity or 
superficies of tho air through which they hod passed. 
They are then carried upwards into the concavity of the 
Moon, from whence they pass into that of Mercury, which 
is the same as the convexity of the Lunar Heaven. In 
like manner they ascend from planet to planet, until they 
reach the concavity of the Primum Mobile, or Ninth 
Sphere, Above this is situated the Empyrean Heaven, 
the immediate abode of the Almighty, which, itself im- 
moveable, moves and rules the whole universe. It will 
be perceived, then, that Dante follows the astronomical 
system of Ptolemy. He places the earth immoveable in 
the centre of the universe. Around it he makes the 
different spheres or heavens to revolve in orbits circular 
and concentric ; the swiftness of their respective movements 
being in the order of their distance from the centre. These 
heavens arc, the Moon, Mercury, Venus, the Sun, Mars, 
Jupiter, Saturn ; tho eighth is Hint of the Fired Stars ; the 
ninth is the Primum Mulilic, which i n-t-pist-M its movement 
on the others. Above, beyond, and around them all iN the 
Empyrean. 

The Heavenly Paradise is described by the Poet us 
bein^r in the form of a !:ure white rose. The leaves are 
so many rows of seats on which sit the saints clothed in 



white rotes. On one oi the most exulted Beats Dante Bees 
the Virgin Mary, under whom, in gradation down to tlic 
yellow centre of .the rose, which is a mighty blaze of 
fervent light, are seated the Hebrew women of the Old 
Testament celebrated for their faith. On the opposite part 
is seated John the liaptisl, and umier him, in similar 

rose, as by a partition, into two equal portions, and these 
are again subdivided towanls the centre of the flower. 
On the right of Mary are tho elect of the Now Covenant, 
occupying the half of one of the first divisions. On tho 
right of the Baptist are the saints of the Old Covenant 
similarly situated. 

From the middle of the rose downward on the right of 
Mary are the Infanta of the Now Testament saved by 
baptism. On the ii lt! it of the liaptist are thine Infants 
who have been saved by the faith of their parents and by 
e.irr.'iimd-ion. The above divisions present this differeneo : 
that whilst the seats of the Old Testament saints arc 
all occupied, those of the New Testament saints are 
partially imoeetipied, the empty seals bcii)^ reserved for 
the souls yet to be saved. 

Over the rose in form of a canopy is the Tribunal of 
Ood, around which circulate for ever the nine orders of 
angels, forming three llienirehies. Those are continually 
descending tutu and ro-nsei ml in a !'r..m the body of the rose. 

Tho Poet believes Paradiso to exist in the Empyrean 
Heaven alone, yet he places the spirits of the blest in 
the different lower spheres, in the same manner as he 
partitions the spirits in Purgatory and in ilelL They are 
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thus placed by him to diew tlic measure of their beatitude. 
Speaking of the lunar aphcro, he says in Canto IV. of the 
Paradise, line 37 — 

The spirits truly abide in Paradise hut are seen in the 
lower spheres that Dante might perceive by sense the 
extent of their beatitude ; for as Aristotle says, "Nihil est 
in intellects, nisi pritts fverit in senm ;" or, as the Poet 
himself expresses the same sentiment in Canto IV., line 
41, of the Parudiso — 

Perocclie aolo da aensato apprendo 

Ciii oho ta noscia d' mtellotto di>gno. 
The aevon lower spheres or planets then shew the seven 
degrees of beatitude ; in the eighth sphere, or that of ' 
the fixed stars, are represented I in; triumphs of Christ ; 
in the ninth, or Piimimi Moliihv an: the nine choirs of 
impels eircling nnmil tin- Almi-hly, represented as a point 
of intense light. The Empyrean, or highest heaven, 
is the Paradise or immediate abode of the Triune and 
eternal God, the centre of everlasting praiao and adoration 
to the two Hosts of Heaven. 

So ends the vision of Danto, and with the following 
words ho terminates the Divina Com media, and teaches a 
lesson for all men to follow — 

All' alto fantasia qui maaca poaan, 

Ma gia volgmu il raio dosiro o il utile, 

Si coma ruola oho igualmonto i mora, 
L'Amor cho mnovo il sole o 1" litre atolle. 
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CANTO I 



tlic Heavenly. TfaD PocL It Ailed min wo,.-i,- 
mmmndj Dim. Ha la mired by deubu, and lie 



The glory of the All-mover, Lord supreme, 
Pervades creation, and refulgont shines, 
In ono part brighter, in another less. 

In that high heaven most lustrous with His light 
I was, anil tilings I saw which to repeat 
Ho who from thence descends knows not nor dares ; 

For near tho object of its great desire, 
So deeply ponders man's intelligence, 
That to buc.Ii depths no memory travels back. 

And yet. as much of thai ccW.id r_\ilia 
As I had power to treasure in my mind 
Shall furnish now the matter of my song. 

Oh, good Apollo, in my latest work 

Make mo as rich a vessel of thy strength 
As thy beloved laurel shall demand. 



CANTO I. 



One summit of Parnassus until this 

Sufficed to mo, but now my need is both, 

That I may nik-r t.ht; E-taaainiug lista 
Iuto my bosom pass, there breathe thy strain, 

As when thine anger MarayiLs uncased, 20 

His limbs unsheathing from their covering skin. 
Oh, Faculty Divine, if Tiiou wilt grant 

So much of Thee that of the blessed realm 

I may disclose tho shadow I retain, 
Than shalt Thou see me reach tho plant beloved, ^ 

And with its leaves my head in honour crown, 

Made worthy by my subject and by thee. 
Loaves plucked so seldom, Father, to adorn 

A CtEsra's triumph, or a poet's fame ; 

(Through the disgrace and shame of men's desires !) 30 
That when the frond, child of Penous' wave, 

Is sought with tmo desire, it must bring forth 

Fresh birth of joy to tho glad Delphic god. 
A mighty flame a Utile spark succeeds; 

S.) after me perhaps with nobler words 35 

Sueh prayer may ri-i? that. Cirra shall respond. 
At different points to mortals upward rolls 

The lamp of tho great world ; hut from that point 

Where tho four circles tho three crosses form, 
With fairor course, and with a gentler star 40 

Conjoined it rises, and tho mundane was 

It moulds and tempers to its own sweet ways. 
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At such a point it made the murnimr there 
And evening here,— and almost brightness shon. 
In that far hemisphere, and darkness here, 
When I saw Beatrice towards the left 
Move round, and look unbleuching on the sun; 
Never bo fearless was the eagle's gaze. 
But as the second ray is wont to spring 
Reflected from the first, again to rise, 
Ab tlio far pilgrim would to home return, 
So through the eyes transmitted by her act 
To my perception, was my own conceived, 
And not as mortal on tho sun I gazed. 
Much is permitted there not here allowed 
To sense of man, so hallowed is tho place 
Made for the human race the proper home. 
Not long my gaze, and yet not small my course, 
Before I saw tho sun irradiant flush," 
As when the iron from the furnace flows. 
And suddenly it seemed that to the day 
A day was added, as if power supremo 
Had with another sun the heavens mlamed. 
With eyes fixed wholly on the eternal wheels 
Stood Beatrico ; and I, with mine withdrawn 
From the great sun and fixed on her alone, 
Was by her aspect as renewed within 

As Glaucus when he tastod the green herb, 
And shared tho nature of the ocean gods. 
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CANTO I. 



How man may riae to essence more tho.ii man's 

X.: I ■: 1 1 1 ■_- u I ■ u;::\ li.U, lilLL this exLiinrlo sltv>.^ 

For whom the experience is reserved by grace. 

If I were now that part done of self 
Last formed by Thee, oh, liulur ! love divine 1 
Thou km>wt!!,(, fin- Tli v liu'lil Iiulil brought, nit huii:: 

When rotation Thou olenird jn;nL'.--(, 
Tliou all-desired ! drew mo itself towards 
With a most sweet and meiisurcd harmony, 

So widely seemod L:il- hunvi'iily sphere to hum 

With tho sun's flame, that neither rain nor stream 
Formed ever lal;e so ample in its bounds. 

Tho newness of tho sound and the grorst liirlit 
Inlhou-d i i -. t- with dtsire b> know (lit; imiw, 
Such had I never felt so stroiy and keen. 

So slie who saw me aa myself I Haw, 

To tranquillize tho (rouljle of my mind, 
Ere I had time to ask, unclosed her lips, 

And thus began — " Thou inali'st. thyself so dull 
" With false imaginings that, thou, canst not see 
" What would bo oloiLr if theso were cast aside. 

" On earth thou art not as tliou seem'st to think ; 
" But lightning flios not from its proper home 
" Swift as thou now returnest unto tliine." 

If from my first doubt I was thus relieved 

By her sweet words ami their attending amile, 
A new doubt hold me tighter in its net ; 



CANTO I. 



And so I said — " I am content, and rest 

" From one groat wondor; but I raorvol now 
" How through such subtle bodies I can mount." 

After a High with holy pity fraught, 

She turned to me her eyes, wearing the look 
A mother casta upon her erring child ; 

And thus began—" All things created hold 
" One of another, and in this consists 
" The likeness which creation beain to Rod. 

" Herein all rcuaiiiiiuu' [TuiilH'Vs own the mark 
" Of the Eternal power, which is the end 

" liy the jjreiil rule 1 spuiik <>f iiro ini.Tuiud 
" All beings, of whatever essence these, 
" More or loss closely to the Primal Cause ; 

" Wherefore as destined they are onwards moved 
" Through the grent sea of hem;/, and to each 
" Is given the instinct to attain its end. 

" By this is file home upwards to the moon ; 
" This is tho motive power in mortal hearts; 
" It binds and holds in union the gross earth. 

" Not only creatures, who no portion have 
" Of pure intelligence, this bow impels, 
" But those who know both intellect and love. 

" That Providence, whose wisdom rukth ail, 

" Willi its i m! i lid it (iir hiavvn make.! over jn'in-i?, 
" Under which rolls the swiftest of the sjiherea. 
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CANTO I. 



" And then to it ns to a j>l:icti decreed, 

" The tension of this cord transported tip ibs 
" Wlkiiiiii'i-r it tn !iii^ UiMS-M mm'!;. 

" Ti-.ic is it tluit us f'.'i'iii dims not ii^roo 

" Always with what the artist's mind intends, 
" Boeauao tlio answering matter is inert, 

" So from this cause instinctive breaks away )w 
" At times the creature, which is given the power 
" To take, though thus impelled, tho other part, 

" (And as it may be Been that fire can fall 

" Down from the thunder cloud), if primal bent 

" Is by false pleasuro to tlio earth allured. 13; 

" Therefore, methinks, thou ncedst not wonder more 
" At thine ascent thiiu nt u at renin which flows 
" Down from some lofty mountain to a plain, 

" As great the wonder were, if being freed 

" From evory hindrance, thou wort bound to earth, 110 
" As if the living fire were so content" 

Thus having said she turned her gaze to heaven. 



CANTO II. 



mark! cUcrria] from tie Birth on He surbffl of tliu Moon. Bcitrloo cicalas. 

Oh ye, who in your alight and fragile bark, 

With eager wish to listen, follow close 

In my ship's wake, which singing holds her way, 
To your own shores turn ye your course again, 

Tempt not tlic open ocean, for perchance c 

In losing mo, your ruin shall bo sure. 
Upon the sea I dare none ever sailed ; 

Minerva breathes, Apollo guides my helm, 

And the Nine Muses point the guiding Hoars. 
And yo, the other few who turn in time 10 

To the true bread of angels, fed by which, 

Man liveth, but can never surfeit know. 
Through tho salt deep in safety you may plough, 

Keeping tho furrow open which I make 

Before you in tho wave bo quick to close. is 
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CANTO II. 



Those glorious Greeks who Bailed to Colchis' strand, 
Felt not the wonder you have jet to feel, 
When they saw Jason guide the labouring ox. 

The it!c!v.it.e :ind everlusthig thirst 

For God's own Holy Kingdom bore us on, 
Swift almost oa you see the heavens revolve. 

Upward looked Beatrice, and I looked on her ; 
And in such instant as an arrow flies 
Between the slackened cord and stricken mark, 

I was in body where a marvel turned 

Mine eyes towards itself, and thon did she, 
Front wtimn my ininti't. desire could not he hid, 

Bend round to me as glad as beautiful, 

And say, — " To (iud thy grateful spirit raise, 
" For Ho hath brought us to the nearest star." 

It seemed as if a cloud enveloped ua, 

Shining and dense, solid and smooth without, 
Like to a diamond which the sun has struck. 

Into itself the moon, celestial pearl, 
Drew us, as water takes into itself 
The luminous ray, and still unbroken rests. 

If I was matter, if none here conceive 
How in one space two bodies co-exist, 
Which must, if body body penetrate ; 
How much more mighty should be the desire 
That Essence to behold, in which is seen 
How to its God our nature can be joined. 



CANTO II. 



Him wo stall sec whom we now hold by faith, 
Not by the senses, but at once discerned, 
As a, first tmth or niiom man believes. 

" Lady," I answered, " with my whole heart's strength 
" I strive to wu-shi:;, and lo lliea jjivc thanks, 
" Who thus hath brought me for from ] initial tilings. 

" But tell to me what arc those stains obseuro 
" On the moon's surface?, whence cm earth below 
" Cometh the common fable told of Cain." 

Khe answered, youth- smiling, — " If mankind 
" In their opinion into error fall, 
" Where with the key of sense they w ould unlock, 

" Surely 'tis not for thee to be so stirred 

" With wonder ; since if senso alone be guide, 
" Thou knowest well that reason lags behind 

" But tell me what thine own thoughts be thereon." 
I said : — " Tho varied aspect seen above 
" Methinka is caused by matter rare and dense." 

" Truly," she said, " shall thy belief be found 
" Submerged in error, if thou listener well 
" To the opposing argument I urge. 

" In the eighth sphere celestial arc displayed 
" Lights many, which by brightness or by size 
" In aspect vary to the gazer's eye. 

" If this the effect alone of rare or dense, 
" One only influence would subsist in all, 
" More or less spread as the proportion hold. 
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CANTO II. 



A various influence must bo the fruit 

" Of varied essences, and yet save one, 

" TTiese, as thin: l-'jusuner,!, mn-csistent wore. 

Further, if rarity the lunar stains 
" Caused, and thy question solved, either in parts 
" Void of its matter would the planet be 
; Throughout its bulk, or as we find disposed 
" The fat and loan in bodies, so would this 
" Throughout its volume have ita loaves amassed. 

If true the one, it would be clearly seen, 

" Tor in the sun's eclipse his light would pass 

" Just as it penetrates some other void. 

It is not so ; therefore we now must look 

" Into the other, which if I refute, 

" Then thy opinion shall by proof be false. 

If the void pass not wholly through the moon 
" Somewhere it must have end, and at such point 
!1 .By the opposing mrj.tt.cr lighl is Inured ; 

And then the solar ray reflection gives, 
" Just as a colour passing through a glass 
" Which has a leaden lining at ita back. 

But thou wilt say that in those spots the ray 
" Sbmvs itself darker than in othor parts, 
" By being reflected farther from within. 

From this ins:s;.:nn:i.! may rekrj.se be found, 

" If thou wilt seok it in experiment, 

■■ Tin; funnl fmui wliieh h'.unrni liin nvled^'e -pi^iu's. 



OA'S TO 11. 



11 



' Throe mirrors tlion shrill pjnee, t v."fj lY.im tliy."df 
" Distant aliko, the- third one nioro remote, 

■■ If then behind thee and towards thee tamed m 

'■ A li<f]it be placed wiiieii diall illumine these, 

" And from them all book to thy vision come, 
1 Although in eiso prujiortionato the light 

" Is in the farthest smaller, thou shalt note 

" That yet it shinoth as the others do. 105 

Now as when stricken by the heated ray 

" Denuded is the substance of the snow, 

" Both of its whiteness and its proper eold, 
: So thine intelligence, made void like this, 

" I would replenish wivli :t living li^ht, no 

" Such as shall make it radiant as a star. 
: Beneath the heaven supreme of pence divine 

" A lower rolls, and in its virtue rests 

" The essence of all things which it contains. 
The sequent heaven, so rich with starry eyes, 11$ 

" Its influence metes to essences diverse, 

" Distinct from it yot in itself contained. 

The other sphoreB, according as endowed, 

" The proper virtue resident in each 

" To its own objects and effects dispose. uo 
Thus work those mombors of the universe, 

" As thou now seest them, in gradation clear, 

" And what each takes alwve it gives below. 
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CAKTO J I. 



1 Observe me well, consider well the way 
" Which I now take to reach thy heart's desire, 
" So of thyself the river thou shall ford. 

' Movement and virtue in those holy spheres, 
" As from the workman comes the chisel's ;irt, 
" Must, citjun: tVuiii hmilhin^ uf tin- ati^ilic host.. 

1 And the heaven li^mliful with countless stars, 
" From the deep impress of its motor mind, 
" Receives the stump, uiid tliun becomes the seal. 
And as the son], within thy frame of dust, 
" Into its various organs, all designed 
" For various acts and functions, is resolved, 

■ S'j dolh this ruling mind it* f'.iree divine 
" Through myriad orbs and multifold infuse, 
" Whilst its own unity it still retains. 
This various virtue variously affects 
" "Each stellar j;lory. which it miLkcth quirt 
" By junction witli it, just as life in you. 
From the glad nature wheuce itself derived, 
" The power dilutive tln'oudi ihu body siliiiii'n, 
" As gladness shineth through the living eye. 
And hence that, rlitlcrujice enmetli which is scon 
" 'Twiit light and light, not because dense or rare ; 
" This is the cause intrinsic which creates. 
As rules its energy, the dark or bright." 



CANTO III. 



The Poet cm Id lie Moon lie Spiriu or mid! » hare beer, Ullhi™ lo tbslrreligi™ 
towi. And who thereforo eujoy h lower degree of glory ihin tbe other Salntft lie 
«eea IboBfitsrof FortbS, riQamli do' anil also tl» Entires Constaatia. 

Further doobta cleared up. 



That sun which erewhile fired my heart with love 

Had shown mo both by proof and by disproof 

The aspect sweet of a most gracious truth ; 
And to confess myself at onco convinced 

Of truth Mid error, far as ueedful was, g 

My head I raised in speaking more orect 
When, lo ! what seemed a vision held me stayed 

So fully on itself, itself to know, 

That all remembrance of crmiesuon fled. 
As in transparent ^lu.-i? faultless throughout, m 

Or iiiMuiju; iiitier clfiii' :)!!■! r 1111 ! k el n.':i, 

But not so deep as to conceal its bed, 
Our features come to us reflected back 

So faint, a pearl upon a snow-white brow 

Strikes not the pupil with more feeble ray ; is 
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CANTO III. 



So saw I faces many, prompt to speak, 
Therofore my error was reverse of his 
Who in tho fountain saw and loved the man. 

Nu sooner T I'l'vcfivnl llik'in lliau with luiste, 
Thinking them li^iu'ca hy reflection cast, 
Tti see whose lli. j 1 ui:;;iit. in; ] looked around, 

And nothing seeing, turned again niino eyes 
Full to the light of mj most gentle guide, 
Whose eyes with similes of holy rndkmee shone. 

" Let not thy wonder wake liecnuse I smile,"' 
She said to me, " at thy most childish thoughts, 
" Since still thy judgment builds not on tho truth, 

" But, as its wont, to vanity returns. 

" These ore true essences thou lookest ou, 
11 Hero relegated fur their broken vim;. 

" But speak to them, and hear them, then believe, 
" Because tho light of truth, which is their joy, 
" Will not permit them from itself to stray." 

So to tho shade which moat desirous seemed 
To speak with me, I turned, and I began, 
Somewhat like one whoso wish outruns his sense — 

" 01), thou eleoled soul, who of the rays 

" Of light eternal hast tho sweetness proved, 
" Which if not tested cannot he conceived ; 

" Grateful shall bo my thanks if thou art pleased 
" To tell thy name, and your condition all ;" 
Ou which with readiness and smiling eyes, 



CANTO 111. 



She said—" Our charity is never cold. 

" To a just wiah ; then were it not like Hia 

" Who wills that all Hia court His likoness wear. 

" On earth a. virgin siKter I was vowed ; 
" And if thou look on mo with muntiil eve, 
" Me shall my holier beauty not conceal 

" But that thou recogniae Ficcarda's form, 

■' Who with itn>h:! other bk'sseil ones am placed, 
" Blessed myself, in heaven's least rapid sphere. 

" All our desires, which by the love alone 
" Of tho most Holy Spirit are inflamed, 
" Fixed in the order of Hia will ore glad ; 

" And thus our place assigned, which seems so low, 
" Is given to us because our vowswere left 
" Neglected, and in measure unfulfilled." 

" In these your wondrous aspects," then I said, 
" Shineth I know not what of light divmo, 
" Which changes you from what I first conceived ; 

" Therefore in my remembrance I was slow ; 

" But what thou now hast said gives mo such help, 
" Your features I can easily recall 

" But tell mo, ye who arc so happy here, 
" Soar not your wishes to a higher place 
" Where Ho is nearer, and more full His love 1 " 

First with the oilier siiiidea she gently smiled, 
And then she answered with so glad a mion 
She seemed with love ineffable to bum ; 
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CANTO III. 



" Brother," she said, " our wills are quite content, 
" For in the stivuyth of mighty love wo wish 
" Only what wo possess and nothing more. 

" If we should crave a higher sphere to roach, 
" Then our desire would in discordance bo 
" With Him whose will our place for uh decreed ; 

" And discord in these orbs may not bo found, 
" For if ivt liL'ru must ■■vlidlj ihnjll !;i luvu, 

" Essential rather to the blossM state 
" iK'iuy bnlil wilhm llni uill df Ciijil, 
" Because, if so, then all our wills are one. 

" Therefore as wo are spread from heaven to heaven 
" Throughout this realm, the realm entire is pleased, 
" As He, the King, who wills us to His will ; 

" And in His will it is our peace resides ; 
" It is the ocean whither all tilings move 
" By Him created or by nature made." 

Then cloar to mo it was that every spot 
In heaven is Paradiso, although the grace 
Of tho First Good showers not on all alike. 

But aa it is if one food satiates, 

And for another still desire remains, 

We pray for this, for that wo render thanks, 

So was it with myself in act and word, 
Seeking from her to know why in the web 
She did not draw the shuttle to tho end. 



CANTO 111. 
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" A perfect life, a holier merit placed 

" A saint in higher bliss," waa her reply, 

" Whose rule by veil and habit binds on earth 

" Tlmsc ivLn till ilfinth but.li day atnl iii^'bt. must live jm 
" With Him, the spouae who every vow accepts, 
" Which to Hia pleasure ia by love conformed. 

" To follow her from the great world I fled, 
" Youthful iu yeora, and iu her habit clothed, 
" I vowed through life Iht Imly rule to keep. 105 

" But men more used to evil than to good 

" From the sweet cloister dragged rne forth by force ; 
" Ood knows olono tho aequel of my life 1 

" This other glorioua spirit, who i« Been 

" Hero at my right, and who iu brightness glows m 
" With all the full refulgence of our sphere, 

" Knows what I Bay applies to her as well ; 
" A sister — from her brow, as from my own, 
" Was torn tho covering uf the sacrod veil. 

" But when brought buck to the great world again, he 
" Against her will, agaiuat all euatom pure, 
" The veil was never loosened from her heart 

" Of great Conatontia, lo ! thou aeest the soul, 
" Whu by the M'uuii.i jiriiie of Sua!.i;i : * Imuso 
" Conceived tlie third, and of his puissance last." i M 

Such "'ere her wi.rda . then fsliu loyuii tu chant 
Ave Maria, vaniahing in song 
As through deep water heavy bodies glide. 
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CANTO III. 



Mine eyea, which followed her bo long as power 
Was theirs to trace her as she passed away, 
Turned to the object of mora fond desire — 

With my whole soul to Beatrice I looked ( 
But she so flashed upon mo, for a time 
I could not bear the glory of her looks ; 

And 80 more tardy my requests beoame. 



CANTO IV. 



Between two meats distant alike and each 
Alike seductive, with the power to choose, 
One might of hunger die before he ate, 

Just bo between two fierce and hungry wolves 
A lamb would stand, in deadly dread of both ; 
And thus between two dogs would stand a deer. 

Therefore if I were silent, by my doubts 
With equal force impelled, 1 take no blame, 
And, as it was necessity, no praise. 

Silent I was, but painted on my face 
Was my desire, and with it my request, 
More pressingly than if by words conveyed. 

And now did Beatrice that which Daniel did, 
Nebuchadnezzar calming from his rage, 
Rage which had made him ruthlessly unjust. 



so 



CANTO IV. 



She said — " I clearly see how thrusts thco on 
" Thy double wish, bo that thy restless will 
" Is so self-fettered, outward utterance fails. 
" Thou rensonest thus :— If Will remain resolved, 

" Why should the violence of another's crime ■>© 
" Make less the measure which my merit claims t 
" This further proves to thee a cause of doubt, 
" That spirits to the stars scorn to return, 
"As Plato in his argument affirms. 
" These aro tho questions which upon thy mind a 
" Weigh with un equal weight, and therefore first 
" That will I touch on which hath most of gall. 
" He, of the seraphim most one with God, 
" Moses and Samuel, and tho either John, 
" No matter which, nay blessed Mary's self, an 
™ Have not their resting place in other heaven 
" Than that in which those thou now seest are, 

1 f kit iiij make lair 1 llu: I-'min-reuu .-p'.iore, 
" And their beatitude is more or less, 35 
" As on each one the eternal glory breathes. 

' Here they are seen, not because they are doomed 
" To this the lunar sphere, but to give proof 
" That they in heaven possess the lowest state. 

' To reach thy mind need is there thus to speak, M 
" Since only from material things it learns 
" What after-time Knits to the intellect. 
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It is for tli is that Scripture condescends 

" To man's capacity, and feet and hands 

" To God attributes, though it mean it not j 15 
1 And Holy Church with aspect human brings 

" Gabriel and Michrcl to man's mortal sense, 

" And the Archangel who Tobias healed. 
1 The reasoning of Timseus 011 the soul 

" Rescmbleth not that which is witiiusstd here, so 

" For what he says it seems that he believes. 
1 He says the soul returns to its own star, 

" Believing that it lirst was stirred from thence, 

" When nature made it spirit to the man. 
Perhaps his meaning points at something else k 

" Than bear the words he apeaka, and it may be 

" Has a significance wo may not alight ; 
If it be this, that to those orbs return 

" The honour of tiit.jr itiituenu! ai.iL its blame, 

" ['trhitjw in siijin; rispiTts In: Ii.iMs tin; llMt.li. 

111 understood this principle iiiiiluJ 
" Almost the world entire, which erring named 
" The pluuiit.-i Mercury, ai d Mavs, and Jove. 
The other doubt ivbidi in thy spirit Htirs 
" Hath leas of venom, for its malice fails (a 
" The power to separate betwist tliee and me. 
If then our justice shall appear unjust 
" To the dull eyo of mortals, 'tis the test 
" Of faith, not cause of wicked heresy. 
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" But that thy understanding may have force 70 

" Fully within this verity to pierce, 

" I shall contentment bring to thy desire. 
" If this be violence, when the sulll'ivr irives 

" Consent in nothing to the agent's act, 

" Those souls con plead not thin for their excuse ; 75 
" For will, though willing not, is yet not dead, 

" But does as nature dooth in the flame, 

" Which spite of thousand efforts rises stiJJ. 
" Wherefore the will which yieldeth less or more, 

" Assents to violence, — and such wss theirs, bo 

" Who to the holy place had power to turn. 
" Had their free will remained in purpose firm 

" As that which hold St Laurence on tho grate, 

" Or Mutius led to sacrifice his hand, 
" Then would their footBtops have retrod tho way 

" Where force had dragged them, soon as freedom came ; 

" But human will is rarely firm like this ; 
" And by these words if treasured in thy mind 

" Afl seemly is, that reasoning is disproved 

" Which yet had brought much trouble to thy soul so 
" But now another difficulty drives 

" Athwart thy vision, in thyself from which 

" Is no escape, till weary with the attempt, 
" J have assuredly thy mind convinced 

" That a blest soul hath not the power to lie, fs 

" For it is ever near tho Truth Divine ; 
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" And from Piecarda thou mayest since have learnt 

" That Btill Conatautia hold the veil beloved, 

" So that she seems at issue with me here. 
" Times many, oh, my brother, it hath ohanoed im 

" A peril to avoid, that man hath done 

" Reluctantly what was unmeet to do ; 
" Thus did Alomieon, conquered by the prayer 

" Of his own father, his own mother slay j 

" Not to lose pity he was pitiless. 115 
" Unto this point I would thy thought direct, 

" In violence ever miiture is of will, 

" So that offences may not be excused. 
" Will absolute consents not to the sin, 

" But so far only an the fear exista ; HO 

" Should it refuse, it comes to greater woe. 
" And therefore when Piucarda speukutli thus, 

11 SI 10 the wi:l iii)fii-hit(!, 1 (he utlu;r mean, 

" So that in truth not much between us lies." 
So flowed the waters of the sacred rill 115 

Which from the fount of truth eternal welled 

And such made all my wishes rest in peace. 
" Oh, thou beloved of the all-loving God, 

" Oh, saint," I said, " whose words are quickening showers, 

" And warmth by which I more and more revive ; 120 
" My soul's capacity is not so deep 

" That it suffice to render grace for grace ; 

" But He who sees and can, the guerdon gives. 



" Our intellect, eicept the Truth Divine, 125 
" For out of Him eiisteth nothing true. 

" It rests in this, as wild beast in its don, 
" Soon as attained, and it can be attained ; 
" For otherwise in vain were each desire. 

" Therefore as from the tree the (sucker springs, 130 
" Springs from the truth the doubt; thus nature works, 
" And thus from height to height the top is gained. 

" This urges mo, this makes my courage bold, 
" Lady, to ask thee, and with reverence due, 
" Still of another truth to mo obscure. 13s 

" This would I know — Can mortal make amends 
" For broken vows by other works of good, 
" Which in your balance shall not wanting prove 1 " 

Beatrice now looked on me with eyes so full 

Of tho sweet sparks of lovo, and so divino, i» 
That my sight failed me, and I turned away, 

And with mine eyes cast down seemed almost lost. 



CANTO V. 



Beatrice having rewired loo Port's douhtB, they dua upward* into the Sphere of 
M< ruurv. A l.l-: ii: ^\ ir;:> .T..'. ■[ ;i:'.;r.l l>.h:iv, null it . K ihr". l:i 

answer to Ida ioqairy, slows v/Hh in uTerpo»i:riDK lii;ltt. 

1 If in tho firo of love to theo I glow 
" With greater brightness than on earth I soomed, 
" So that I steal the courage from thine eyes, 

' Be not to wonder stirred, for this proceeds 
" From perfect vision, which, as it perceives, 5 
" Thus moves in measure to tho good perceived. 

' Clearly I see that even already shines 
" In thine intelligence the eternal light 
" Which alone wakes, once seen, perpetual love ; 

' And if aught other thing thy love seduce, jo 
" 'Tis but some trace of that same light divine 
" 111 understood, which here is shining through. 

' Thy wish is this, — to know if other works 
" For broken vows can prove of such avail 
" As shall the soul from self-reproach secure i " 15 



36 



CANTO V 



Thus Beatrice commeiiced what now I write, 
And like to one who speakoth without pause, 
So she continued her divine discourse. 
: Thu greatest gift God the Creator gives, 
" Of His grout bounty, and the moat conformed 
" To His own goodness, and moat prized by Him, 
Is the unfettered liberty of will, 
" With which his creatures of intelligence 
" All and alone have been and arc endowed. 
Hence thou wilt see by inference therefrom 
" How precious is the vow, if it bo such, 
" That wheu thy will consenteth God consents ; 
Booause in compact betwoon God and man 
" The sacrifice is made of tliat rich gift 
" Of which I speak, and by its proper act. 
What then shall be for compensation given I 
" This offering used to work some other good, 
" Is but to do good works with stolen coin, 
flow thou art clear upon the greater point ; 
" But since the Holy i 'Uurdi iVujii vows absolves, 
" Seeming at issue with the truth I tell, 
Thou must at table still some time remain, 
" Because the rigid fibre of thy food 
" For its assimilation needetb help. 
Let what I now reveal be laid to heart, 
" And held in ward, for knowledge hath no power, 
'• Without the memory, to make us wise. 



CANTO 7. 



Unto the essence of this sacrifice 
" Two tiling are requisite ;--the one ia called 
" The Matter of the vow ; the other, Form. 45 
There is no quittance for the last of these, 
" If not observed, mid in respect of this 
" Thou heards't me lately speak in terms precise ; 
Thus by law absolute the Jews wore hold 
" To make their offering, tliuugh tliu offering might bo 
" Be changed in nature, as thou well must know. 
The other, known as Matter of the vow, 
" May still be such that it would bo no wrong 
" Though for some other matter it were changed. 
But on his shoulders let none shift the weight 55 
" By bis own choice, unless the look be turned 
" Or by the white or by the yellow key ; 
And learn that every change is folly's act, 
" If the omitted thing be not contained, 
" In that assumed as four are in the six. so 
Therefore whatever vow woighoth ho much 
" By its own worth that every balance sinks, 
" Can be atoned for by no other work. 
Then let not mortals take a vow in jest ; 
" Be true in faith, nor inconsiderate, & 
" As Jephthah w«b at his first offering, 
Who better far had said, ' I have done ill,' 
" Than keeping plight do worso ; nor be so rash 
" As he, the mighty leader of the Greeks, 
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" Whence her fnir face iphigcnia mourned, 

" Milking IxiLli wist- ami !\«>lisli v-.-. ■ , ■ j j in:r vtt:- 
" Who hew this fatal act of worship told. 
" Oh, Christians, take more heed unto your ways ; 
" Be not like feathers atirred by every ■wind ; 
*' Think not that every stromti will ulutiiiw your souls. 
" Yo havo the Tc:,tii:iiLiit- the ■ jU and now, 

" And the Great I'astin' nf the Church for guide ; 
" Thia is enough to make salvation yours. 
" If evil passions other things suggest, 

" Then bo ye men, mid not insensate beasta, 
" So that tho Jows among you shall not laugh. 
" Bo yo not like unto the lamb which leaves 
" The mothor's milk, and with its shallow sport 
" In frolic gambol trifles with itself." 
To me spake Beatrieo as now I write, 
And then aho turned with eager longing round 
Where seemed Ibu world :nu=( quick '.villi life and light. 
Her stillness and her change of look imposed 
Silence upon my eager spirit's wish, 
For questions new wero ready on my tongue. 
And like an arrow which the target strikes 
Before vibration ceases in the cord, 
So we shot upwards to the second realm. 
Here with such gladness did my lady glow, 
Passing into the light of the new heaven, 
That with a double splendour shone the star. 



OA If TO V. 



And if it thus were changed and seemed to smile, 
T! ion Iidw ntiwh mure an essence such as I, 
Both in my smil :md Ijt.nly fall of ckmu'e : 

As in a pond of water still and pure, 

Tin; iislifw ilurt, where cometh from without 
That which to them hath semblance of their food, 

So 'lid I sue ii 'Imn-aiid ^Innuus souk 

Towards us draw, and from them all I heard, 
" Lo, some one comes our blessings to enlarge ! " 

And soon as each had near to us approached, 
Full scorned the spirit with the sweet delight 
Which forth from it in brightest radiance flowed. 

Ah, reader ! what my pen commences, here 
Were it to go no farther, think how great 
Would bo thine aniious craving more to know ; 

Then judge thou by thyself of my desire 
To hear those souls of their condition tell 
So soon as to mine eyes made manifest. 

" Oh, man beloved, to whom the grace is given 
" To see the saints triumphant on their thrones, 
" Before thine Ciiriily '.vavliiiv h.itli its Hose, 

" With that glad liidit. thnm^li heaven's expanse diffu 
" Wo are inflamed ; if then it be thy wish, 
" Clear up thy dmilils, ;nid t;iku thy pleasure full" 

Thus spake to mo one of those spirits blest ; 
And after it, then Beatrice—" Speak, speak ; 
" Fear not, but speak ; believe in them as gods." 
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" Clearly I see how thou heat made a neat 

" In lliiiifr nun lii'iit, wliiuh fttruamcth from Hiinu tyes, 

" For there it flashes bb if lit by smiles ; 
" But who thou art I know not, nor why placed, 

" Thou honoured soul 1 in that one orb of heaven 

" Moat veiled from mortals by tho solar rays." 
Thia I addressed directly to the light 

Which first did speak to me, and it became 

In glory brighter than it yet had been ; 
And like tho sun who in excess of light 

Himself conceals, when by his heat dissolved 

Tho vapours flee, which formed his tampering veil, 
So with more joy exulting was concealed 

In its own brightness that moat blessed form, 

And wholly thus eclipsed, its answer came 
Aa in the song which follows shall be sung. 



CANTO VL 



tome umla nhoK objtci iu lift bid been Immortal gfory. 



" After great Constantino his eagle flew, 

" Meeting the course of heaven, it followed once 

" Behind the hero who Lavinia won. 
" Two hundred yearn and more the bird divine 

" In the far east of Europe had its home, 5 

" Near to the mountain which had sent it forth ; 
" And under shadow of its sacred wings 

" There ruled the world, and thus from hand to hand 

" By law of change imperial name to me. 
" Caisar I was, Justinian I am, 10 

" Who, by the Spirit moved, whom now I know, 

" Laws useless and superfluous swept away ; 
" And ere the mighty work my soul engrossed, 

" One nature in the Saviour Christ I knew, 

" No more, and with such faith I was content; 15 
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" But blcss&d Agapetus, pastor chief 

" Of Holy Church, to the faith true auii pure 
" Mj soul directed by his saintly words. 

" And I believed, and the great truth he preached 
" Made me sue clear"}', ;is thou soi/.-st v.vll 
" In every opposite the false and true. 

' So soon as in the Church's faith I trod, 
" God, by His gmce, the inspiration gave 
" For the great work, and then I plunged therein. 
My Belisarius led mine armSd host, 
" Which by high heaven was in such favour held, 
" The aign was clear my duty lay in rest. 
To thy first question thus my answer comes 
" Unto its close, but 'tis iu nature such 
" I am constrained somewhat to add thereto, 
That thou mayest judge how small the amount of right 
" Against the holy ensign either moves 
" Friends who uphold, or enemies who oppose. 
Behold how great the valour which hath made 
" Severance its due, and its beginning took 
" When Pallas died to give its empire birth. 
Thou knowest well that Alba was its homo 
" Three hundred years and more, until the time 
" When three opposed to three for mastery fought. 
Its deeds thou knowest from the Sabine rape 
" Down to Lucretia's woe — seven royal reigns — 
" Conquering the tribes which held surrounding sway. 
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Thou ktiowcst its triumphs when the famous men 
" Of Rome made Brennua, Pyrrhus own its power, 
" And fluttered other princes, other leagues ; 45 

■ By which Torquatus, Quintius who was named 
" From hair untrimmed, the Decii, Fabii, 
" That fame acquired which gladly I enshrine. 

: It struck to earth the proud Arabian host, 
" Which in the train of Hannibal o'crcame 50 
" The rugged Alps, from which the Po descends. 
Beneath it triumphed in their flush of youth 
" Pompcy and Scipio ; and the hill which swells 
" Above thy birthplace folt its fierce assault 
Then near the time when the whole host of heaven 65 
" Willed upon earth its own celestial peace, 
" Cajsar, by Rome's command, the eagle bore ; 
And what it did from Var unto the Rhine 
" Those rivers know, the Saone, Isere, and Seine, 
" And every vale which holps to swell the Rhone. so 
What it then did when from Ravenna forth 
" It passed tho Rubicon, was flight so swift 
" It may not followed be by pen or tongue. 
It rolled its legions to the laud of Spain ; 
" Then to Dyracohium ; then Pharsalia struck, «b 
" So that tho tepid Nile perceived the blow. 
Antandro and the Simois whence it sprung 
" Once more it saw, and where great Hector slept ; 
" Noit upon Ptolemy it fiercely flew; 
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41 Then upon Juba- like the lightning flashed, 
" And after that swept back towards your west, 
" Where rolled the echoes of great Pompc/s trump. 
" The deods it did with liim who horo it neit, 
" Brutus and Cassius bark and howl in hell, 
11 And Modcna moumeth and Perugia grieves. 
" Sad Cleopatra weeps its conquering flight, 
" And from ita terror fleeing, in the asp 
" Took to her bosom swift and gloomy death. 
" Auguatus horo it to the Hed Sea shore ; 

" With him it brought the world such peace profound, 
" That upon Janus oloaod the double gates. 
" But what 1-bb.j of the imperial bird, 
" What it had done, what it was yet to do 
" Throughout the period of ita temporal reign, 
" Appear but trifling and inglorious all, 
" If when it lay in the third Ceasar's grasp 
" We look with eye dear and undimmed by sin ; 
1 For God's groat justice which my word inspires 
" Gave it, while held by him of whom I speak, 
" The glory to take vengeance for Hie wrath. 
1 Now here with double wonder list to mo; 
" Then it took wing with Titus to avenge 
" The divine vengeance for the olden nrime. 
And when tho Lombard hate had fixed its teeth 
" On Holy Church, beneath ita conquering wings 
" The mighty Charles made speed to bring it aid. 
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' Now mayest thou judgment form of what be they 
" Whom lately I accused, and what their Crimea, 
" Who are the very cause of all your woes. 
' The golden lilies here the eagle flout, 
" There it is made a party use to serve ; 
" 'Tis hard to say which hath the greater blame. 
' Let then the Ghibollinos their onds pursue 
" Under another banner ; this one flies 
" With bated wing where justice is forgot ; 
' And the new Charles, let him not pluck it down 
" By his own Guolphs, but let him fear the elaws 
" Which from a nobler prey have torn the spoils. 
1 Many a time ere this the sons hare wept 
" Their father's crime, and it is past belief 
" That for the lilies God His eagle change 
This little planet is made beautiful 
" By righteous spirits, who have worked ia life 
" That fame and honour they might leave behind ; 
And when our wishes fixed on these o'orpasa 
" The bounds of right, thon must the flame of love 
" Ascend leas quickly and less true to heaven. 
But in the apportionment of our rewards 
" To our deserts, part of our joy is this, 
" We never find them more nor less than just. 
Thus divine justice tempers so in us 
" Our soul's affections, that we lack the power 
" To turn ourselves to any wickedness. 



CANTO 71. 



" As various voices make sweet harmony, 
" So diverse glories in our earthly life 
" Produce sweet concord in these holy spheres. 

" And in this planet, this celestial pearl, 
" Shineth the light of Romeo, who received 
" For work both good and great a guerdon vile. 

" But the Provencals who the injustice did 
" Had little boast. Ah, wretched path is his 
" Who finds his evil in another's good I 

" Four daughters, each of them a Royal Queen, 
" Had Raymond Berenger ; and this the work 
" Of Romeo, strange in country, poor in blood ; 

" Yet was his mastor moved by envious words 
" To claim a full account from this just man, 
" Who had assigned him twelve for every tea 

" And so he went away worn out and poor ; 
" And had this world but known the noble heart 
" Which begged for very life a crust of bread, 

" The praise it gives him would be double praise." 
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Ne» double arlae in Dsnle'a mind rra]>pctlB(r lie redemption of man, and 
mtnro and mods of tbSa tedemption. Beatrice eipElklxil tbft mlgbtr ISJIlery, 
conTincee toe Poet of Odd') DlgbjDltka. 

Sotannah eanctus Dan Sabaotk 

SuperUhatram dariUUe t«a 

Fdieet ignet forum maZoAofft / 
Thus, turning to its own celestial whirl, 

That elect spirit, on which twofold light 

Redoubling fell, appeared to mo to sing ; 
And it and all moved in their starry dunce, 

And then like very swiftly flying sparks 

Were in an instant in the distance lost- 
Doubt still besot me. Speak to her, I said ; 

(Unto myself I said) speak, speak to her 

Who with such drops of sweetness calms the thirst. 
But that great reverence which so masters me 

Even at the very utterance of her name, 

Inclined my head as one who courteth sleep. 



38 CANTO VII. 

Short time did Beatrice such doubt permit, 
For thus she spake, nil radiant with a smile, 
Such 8S to make man happy even in fire — 

" By my unerring judgment I perceive 

" Thy thought is this, ' The vengeance being just, 
" How can it justly punishment deserve 1 ' 

" But soon thy mental problem I shall solve ; 
" Then listen thou, for unto thee my words 
« Shall of a mighty doctrine make the gift 

" For not permitting to his will a cheek 

" For his own good, that man who was not born 
" Himself condemning all his race condemned ; 

" Wherefore mankind in fatal sickness lay 
" From deadly error, and for ages long, 
" Till God's most Blessed Word was pleased to come, 

" Where human nature, alienate by sin 
" From its Creator, in Himself He took 
" By the sole act of His eternal love. 

" Now to my reasoning give thy closest thought ; 
" This human nature to its Maker joined 
" Was at the first created good and pure, 

" But by its own sole fault was banished forth 
" From Paradise, because it turned aside 
" From Him, the way, the very truth, the life. 

" Thus, then, the punishment the Cross imposed, 
" If measured by the nature Christ assumed, 
" More justly than all other fiied its sting ; 



CANTO VII. 



' Whilst also none was ever so unjust, 
" Having regard unto the Sufferer's self, 
" With whom this human nature was conjoined. 

1 From one act, therefore, sprang effects diverse ; 
" For God and Jewry in one death rejoiced, 
" Which made the earth to quake and opened heaven. 

1 No longer then let language seem obscure, 
" When it is said that vengeance, although just, 
" Called down the vengeance of a righteous court. 

1 But now I see how straightened is thy mind, 
" Passing from thought to thought within a net, 
" Prom which with keen desire thon seek'st escape. 
Thou thinkest— . * What I hear I comprehend, 
" ' But this is hidden, Why should God have willed 
" ' By means like this that man should be redeemed?' 
Brother, this deep decree sepultured lies 
" Unto the eyes of all in whom the soul 
" Hath not been ripened in the flame of love. 
But because this is the great point to which 
" Many their eyes direct, though few discern, 
" I will now tell the glory of the means. 
The Divine Goodness, who repels the touch 
" Of envy, being love Himself, bo sliines, 
" That all creation owns the blest display. 

That which directly emanates from Him 
" Liveth for ever, for there is no loss 
" Of His impression where Hia seal is set. 
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" That which Hia goodness showers directly down 
" Ib wholly free, for it disdains control 
" By any power of secondary cause. 
What most to Him conformed Ha loveth mast, 
" For lore divine, which sheds its rays on all, 
" Shines brightest upon that most like Himself. 
To hold these states and gifts is privileged 
" The human creature, and if one shall fail, 
" From his pre-eminence he needs must stoop. 
Sin can alone the free man make a slave, 
" And blot the likeness of the Good Supreme, 
" For it makes dim in him the light divine. 
And to his dignity is no return 
" If he compensate not the void of sin 
" By pains proportioned to his guilty joys. 
Your human nature, when all men had sinned 
" In the first seed, those privileges lost 
" As it had lost the joys of Paradise ; 
Nor could recover them, if in thy mind 
" Thou pouderest carefully, by any means 
" Except by passing one of thoso two ways; 
Either must God Himself hare pardon given, 
" Of His own mercy, or must ™ himself 
" Have for his madness expiation made. 
Fix now thine eye within the abyss profound 
" Of the eternal counsels, and as far 
" As thou art able hold thou to my words. 
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Man in thin finite state hath not wherewith 
" To make atonement, for ho cannot reach 
" In his obedient humbleness so low 

As he in disobedient thought to risi.-, jqq 

" And thia eiplaiiieth why he ia debarred 

" From power to make atonement for himself. 

Therefore the need that God by Hia own way 

" Should man restore unto his perfect life 

" By mercy, or by thia and justice joined. 105 

But aa the work givea over moat delight 

" Unto the workman whon it aheweth most 

" The goodness of the heart from which it springs, 

God's goodness, which imprinteth all Hia works, 

" Was pleased in Hia procedure to make use no 

" Of both those ways to raise up fallen man ; 

From the first day of time to the laat night 

" Was never work so mighty and sublime 

" By either moana performed, nor ever shall. 

For richer was God's love in that He took us 

" Man's nature, that redemption might be man's, 

" Than if alone His mercy had forgiven. 

And insufficient were all other waya 

" Justice to meet, had not the Son of God 

" In great humility been burn of flesh. Ifl) 

Therefore thy every wish to satisfy, 

" I now return to make one point more clear, 

" That aa I see, so thou mayest see them all. 
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'■ Thou sayest, ' I see the air, I see the fire, 

" ' Water, and land, and all combined of these, iss 

" * Gome to corruption, their existence brief ; 
: ' And jet these things were all created things, 

" ' Whence, if the words I spaku have boon the truth, 

" ' They ought from jdl corruption to be free.' 
1 The angels, brother, and the region pure 130 

" In which thou art, truly created were 

" In all perfection as tbey now exist ; 
; But then the elements which thou hast rmmed, 

" And every combination formed by them, 

" Owe their existence to created power. 135 
' The matter elementary wits from God, 

" From God the generative power derived 

" Which the stars have that circling move around. 

The ray and movement of these holy lights, 

" By their potential energy, educe 110 

" The soul of every beast and every plant. 

But Infinite Goodness breathes in us the soul 

" Directly from Himself, and to Himself 

" Constrains its love, henceforth its whole desire. 

And thus by reasoning thou canst also prove 115 

" Man's resurrection, if thou wilt reflect 

" How mortal flesh was then created when 
; In the beginning the first pair were mode." 
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The world was wont in pagan perilous times 

To deem that sensual love was spread abroad 

By Venue in the third Epicycle turning ; 
Therefore did men not only honour her 

With sacrifices and with votive prayers a 

In the old time, in the old error sunk ; 
But not less honoured Cupid and Dione ; 

The mother this, and that the Cyprian's son, 

And ho, they said, nestled in Dido's breast 
And so from her who this beginning stirs w 

The pagans took the name they gave that star 

Which now in front, now following, wooes tho sun. 
Of my aaoent to it I nothing felt ; 

But that I was within it proof enough 

My lady gave, for lovelier she became. is 
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And as in flame the brighter spark is soon, 
And as in music voice from voice is known, 
When one nt rest, the others rise and fall, 

I in thia light saw other lustrous lamps 
Moving around with swiftness more or less, 
Metliinks proportioned to their vision blest. 

Winds ne'er descended from the frigid clouds 
Or visible or not, however swift, 

Which had not seemed in movement chocked and slow, 
Compared with those celestial lights now seen 

Approaching towards us, ceasing from the whirl 

Moved at the first by the high seraphim ; 
And from tlie lips of those who wore in front 

So sweet Hosannah sounded, ever since 

Much havo 1 longed to hear it onco again. 
Then one came nearer to us, and it said, 

Speaking alone — " Most ready are we all 

" To do thy will that we may give thee joy. 
" With the celestial princes hero we roll, 

" One in our sphere, our movement, our desire ; ; 

" Of these on earth already thou hast said, 
" Ye who the third heaven by your reason rale ; 

" And we so lovingly would make thee glad, 

" A little while to rest were sweet to ub." 
Afti-r mini; t:yt:s with <j:ii.'sli.-mi:ii; gtanuu wvrt; turned < 

With reverence to my lady, and from hers 

Had gained contentment and assurance full, 
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I turned them towards the light from which hod come 
So large a promise, and with voice attuned 
To tender wishes, " Who art thou I " I said. 

Ah, great and glorious did its lustre grow, 
Ah a new rapture wakened at my words, 
And to its gladness brought increase of joy ! 

Thus glorified it spake — " The world was mine 
" But for a little- space ; had this been more, 
" Much evil yet to be had never been. 

"lam concealed in my own blessedness, 
" Which radiates around me ; I am hid 
" As is the insect in its silken robe. 

" Thou lovedst me well, and for it had good cause ; 
" But had I longer lived, I would have shown 
" Not the leaves only but the fruits of love. 

" That region on the left confined and washed 
" By the miied water of the Rhone and Sorgue, 
" Looked for mo as its lord, at the due timo ; 

" And that Ausonian promontory, crowned 
" By Bari, Gaeta, and Cortona's towers, 
" From Trento and the Verde's ocean mouths. 

" The crown already ou my forehead glanced 
" Of that fair country which the Danube laves, 
" After it passes from ita German banks ; 

" And beautiful Trinacria, steeped in gloom 

" (Not from Typhosus dead, but sulphurous airs) 
" Between Paebynum and Polorus' cape, 
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" Over which Euros sweeps with mightiest rage, 70 
" Had still been subject to those, royal kings, 
" Sprang through my blood from Rudolph and from Charles, 

" If rulers' lyiunny, uliidl ever ivilkca 
" The rago of subject peoples, had not roused 
" Falcrmo's ciy implacable of "death. 75 

" And if my brother had this truth foreseen, 
" Then Catalonia's poverty and greed 
" He would have shunned and thus been spared the offence ; 

" For truly he himself, or one for him, 

" Must have a earo, lest on his laden bark so 
" Already heavy, heavier load be placed. 

" His nature, ohanged from liberal to churl, 
" Would hare required Bach ministers as cared 
" For something more than their own money cheats. " — 

" Since I believe tie gladness deep with which SB 
" Thy words, oh mighty prince, my soul inspire, 
" Hero whore all good hath origin and end, 

" Ie Been by thee, as by myself perceived ; 
" It is more pleasant, and still more because 
" Its truth thou fseiist in tie face of God. go 

" Glad thou hast made me, and now make me wise, 
" Since by thy words thou hast instilled a doubt : 
" How can sweet seeds produce a bitter plant ! " 

In answer thus he spake — " If I have power 
" To shew thee one deep troth, then shall thine eye 95 
" Be made to see what lieth now concealed. 
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" That God who rules the realm thou climbest now, 
" And all contentctb, with tho power ondows 
" Of His own providence those mighty spheres ; 

" And not alone hath the All-perfeot mind 
" For every creature due provision made, 
" But also what stability demands ; 

" For whatsoever speedeth from this bow 
" Reaches unerringly the end foreseen, 
" As to tho mark tho arrow wings its flight 

" If this were not, that heaven thou passest through 
" Would in ita workings such effects produce 
" As would be ruin and not building up ; 

" And this can not be, if tho angelic minds 

" Which move those stars no imperfection have, 
" And He to make them perfect have not failed. 

" Will'st thou this truth shall still be clearer made I " 
" No," said I ; " for impossible it seems 
" That Nature in her needful work can faiL" 

He added then—" Say cow, would it be worse 
" If man were not a citizen on earth J " 
I answered — " Tea ; nor need I seek tha cause : 

" And can ho truly bo, if in men's lives 

" They do not each his different office serve ! 
" No, if in this your master writes the truth." 

So by deduction to this point be came, 
And then concluded — " It must follow, then, 
" Men's inclinations vary in their roots ; 
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Therefore a Solon one, a Xerxes one, 

" One a Melchisedec is born, and one 1B 

" Who lost hia aon by too presumptuous flight 
The virtue of the circling heavens, and seal 

" To stamp the mortal wax, does well its work, 

11 But makes no difference between house and house. 
Hence it arrives that Esau is so far 130 

" Apart from Jacob ; and from stock so vile 

" Sprang Romulus, whom Fame makes son of Jfurs. 
Nature in genesis would ever move 

" In the same path progenitors have trod, 

" Wore it not checked by Providence divine. 135 
What once was bidden now thou sciist clear ; 

" But since thy knowledge makes rao to rejoice, 

" I throw a corollary over all. 

If nature findeth fortune with herself 

" In discord, then like any other seed 110 

" In clime unsuitable, it always fails. 
And if the world below would ponder well 

" On the foundation nature sets to each, 

" And build on this, a nobler race wero men. 

But to a life religious him ye turn, he 

" Him who was born to wear the girded sword, 

" And make him king who is more fit to preach, 
So that your footsteps wander from the road.'' 
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After thy Charles, oh, beautiful Clemeuza ! 

Had cleared my doubts, lie told to me the frauds 

Which should in time bring sorrow to hia seed ; 
Cut Willi— 11 Kcqi sili'iim: ; kit tiio years roll on ; " 

.So that I may not sjiistk, stive only this, g 

That woo well earned shall follow on your wrongs. 
And now the spirit of (hat holy light 

Turned to tho source whence all its fulness came, 

That Good sufficient in Himself for alL 
Ah, blinded souls, ah, impious and vain, 10 

Who clohL' your hearts to this majestic good, 

Turning your thoughts to very vanity 1 
Lo ! now another of those lustrous lights 

Towards me looked, and its sweet wish to. please 

Was in its outward brilliancy revealed. ]5 
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The eyes of Beatrice, which still were filed 
On me as formerly, with dear assent 
Gave willing liberty to my desire. 
" Ah ! be thou pleased to satisfy my wish, 

" Thou spirit blest," J said, " and give me proof 
" That all my tlioau'lita 1 c,u: reflect in thee." 
On which the spirit, yet to me unknown, 

From the great depths whence rose its former song, 
Complied with air of very courteous joy— 
" In Italy's foul land, and in that part 
" Which lies between Rialto and the springs 
" Whence the PiavS and the Brouta flow, 
" Hises a hill, but to no mighty height, 
" From which descended once a lurid torch, 
" Bringing to all the region dire dismay. 
" From the same stock we came, both It and I. 
41 Cunizza was my name, and here I shine, 
" Bound by the influence of this planet's light. 
" But I with gladness to myself excuse 
" The cause which dooms me here, and little heed 
" That to your ignorant world it scomoth strange. 
" Of this moat lucent, this most precious gem 
" Of our own heaven, and which is nearest me, 
" Great fame romainfl, and ere it shall havo passed, 
" This hundredth year shall its fifth cycle roll ; 
" Sen then how man should labour to excel, 
" Since such a second life may crown the first ! 
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•' Who 'twixt the Adigo and Tagliamonto dwell, 

" Nor hath affliction their repentance wrought. « 
" But soon shall Padua change to crimson dye 
The marshy waters which Vicenza bathe, 

" Because her sons arc h^ulsttviii; a^aiust riglil. 
" And whore Cagnano and the Sile join, 

" He lords it proudly, and with head aloft, go 

" For whom the net is weaving even now! 
" Feltra hath yet to weep the perfidy 

" Of its foul pastor, and so shameless he, 

" For one bo vile ne'er yawned Bolsena's tower. 
" Nu ume-vai v.-.ieM i;e lt.r*.< Ui )u,l\ rn 

" The flowing measure of Ferrara's blood, 

" And weary he who ounce by ounce should weigh 
" What that moat liberal priest shall give in proof 

" Of party spirit ; and such gifts accord 

" With all the living customs of the land. go 
" Above are mirrors, and you call them thrones, 

'■ Whence hjjou us a find ot judgment shines, 

" So that our prophesies are words of truth." 
Here she was silent, and the semblance had 

Of turning to aome other thought, anew es 

Plunged in the whirl as she had been before. 
The other gladsome spirit known ere now 

Was as a thing of very beauty's self, 

A balaa ruby which the sun has struck. 



OigiiizMDy Google 



52 



CANTO IX. 



Uliut [jess in heaven inakelli :i liri^littr liiiht r0 
As joy makes smiles on earth ; but hell bonoath 

" God sceth all, thy vision lives in His," 
I said, " oh, blessed soul I so that no wish 
" Which tonius from Him can be to thee obscure. 75 

" Therefore thy voice, which hritiL'fi dc-li^lit. lo heaven 
" With the same son;.' of tho Umht seraphim, 
" Who with six wings make to themselves a hood, 

" Why doth it not yield peace to my desire i 

" I would have waited not for thy request, go 
" Could I to thy thought pierce, as thou to mine." — 

" The mightiest valley in which rolls the sea, 

" Except that ocean which the earth surrounds," 
Thus unto utterance at length it waked, 

" Between opposing shores, against the sun w 
" Stretcheth so Tar, tho arc, which at the first 
" Horizon is, meridian becomes. 

" I was a d welli'i' on that villi t-y's shore 

" 'Twixt Ebro and the Maora, short in course, 

" Dividing Genoese from Tuscan land. M 

" In a like parallel of East and West 

" Liff Bragia and tlm lini'l fii m 1 uliich I sprung, 

" Whoso Port once reeked with its own children's blood. 

" That people call me Folco unto whom 

i[ My name was known, and tho celestial sphere 95 
" Which once impressed me is by me impressed ; 
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For Dido burnt not with so hot a Same, 
" Grieving Sichasus and Creusi both, 
" As I, bo long as fitting to my yeara ; 
Nor Phillis, Thracia'a Queen, who was betrayed 
" By Demophob'n, nor great Hercules 
" When Iolc held him captive in her heart. 
Yet we repent not here, but we rejoice, 
" Not in the sin --that tuuehos us no more— 
" But in that Power who sees and all ordains. 
Hero we the an oiitaiipkr-O. uliitli adorns 
" Such great effects, and the wiae end for which 
" The heavens above control the earth holow. 
But that they rest in satisfaction full, 
" Thy heart's desires, which in this sphere are bom, 
" It. needetii I should sunu'whal. im-tlior speak. 
Thou wouldest know who dwelleth in this light 
'* Which glittering near- mr sparkles as the ray 
" When the sun shimmers in the limpid wave, 
1 Learn then that there within resteth in peace 
" Bohab, and of our choir she forraoth one, 
" And, in the highest, makes her impress here. 
: Unto this sphere which terminates the cono 
" Which tho earth's shadow makes, first of all souls 
" She woa assumed when Clirist triumphant rose. 
" Fitting it was somo orb celestial held 
" This trophy of that mighty victory won 
" By the outstretching of two wounded hand*. 
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For ahe brought help to the firat glorious move 

" Of Joshua towards the Holy Laud, 

" To which the Pope givelli Inn scanty thought. 

Thy city, which an offshoot ia of him 

" Who to his master first the shoulder turned, 

" And from whose i-nvy k]>niii;; sneh hitter woe, 

Coins and makes current that accursed flower 
" Which has led sheep and lamb alike astray, 
" For of tho shopherd it has mailo a wolf. 

Thus are the Gospels, all the Fathers, left 

" Deserted, and the Canon law alone 

" So studied, page and margin give tho proof. 

The Pope and Cardinals make their study this, 
" Their thoughts go never forth to Nazareth, 
" Where the Archangel Gabriel spread bis wings. 

But soon the "Vatican and other spots 

" Of Rome most holy, which had been the tombs 

" Of the Church Militant in Peter's train, 

Shall from the foul adultery be free." 
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Beholding in Hifl Son and with the love 
Which in eternity pi 

ib ineffable A 



Lift then, oh reader ! to the wheels sublime 
Thy ^ii/e with me direct towards that part 
Where the two movements seem to interfere, 
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And if their jwithway were not bo inclined, 

Much heavenly influence would be shed in vain, 
And nature's force bo almost dead on earth ; 

And if the obliquity were more or leas 

From the right line, mighty ■were tnon the leas 

Of (,:-iIiT iji-flliiiru! tocurlf] ;UL'l !ji':lv1!H. 

Now, oh, my reader, on thy quiet seat 

Think closely on tlio foretaste I Iiavo given, 
If thou would gladness know ere eoroe fatigue ; 

Thy table I have spread, thyself now feed, 

For all my thoughts and carea are here reclaimed 
By thiit deep matter of which I am scribe. 

The mightiest of great Nature's ministers, 
Which with celestial virtue stamps the world, 
And measures with ii-s iL'hl the passing hours, 

Joined with that part of heaven, of which we spake 
Somewhat bi'l'.iMj, iilimg the spirals rolled 
In which it sheweth earlier day by day. 

And I was with it, but my upward flight 

Wad in.-; pevcoivi-d, more than a man perceives 
The coming of a thought hd'uri' ir. cjiiucs. 

For Beatrice is with me, and my guide 
From good to better with such rapid act, 
Unit it can make no measurement in time. 

How lucent in their glory needs must be 

Those in the sun, where I had entrance found, 
Not from their colour but their glittering light ! 



CANTO X. 



57 



Though I may call on genius, custom, art, 
I cannot toll what may not bo conceived, 
lint faith anil Imju! I.o wo misy ttill In: dill's. 

And if our weak iin^itiatiuii; quail 
Before such lofty vision, marvel not, 
For higher than the sun ovo never reached. 

Such was the orb in order fourth from Him, 
The all-KiiltkiiiLT Father, slimvhig how 
II.? bnarh.':-; the- Spirit iii;d li-ji/ts tin; i?.m. 

And Beatrice said — " Win thanks, ;_dve thanks to Him, 
" Sun of the angels, who hath lighted thee 
" By His pure grace to this material bud." 

No mortal ever felt devotion's call 

So strong, none ever gave himself to God 
With such a ready fulness of his heart, 

As I, upon the utterance of these words, 
And then on Him so centred all my love, 
That Huatrk'C liy oblivion ivas eclipsed. 

Yet It displeased her not, for she so smiled, 
That in the splendour of her smiling eyes 
My single purpose turned to ninny tilings. 

Spirits moro bright nnd dazzling I behold 
Of us make centre, of themselves a ring, 
Sweeter in voice than lucent to tho eye. 

Latona's daughter thus encircled seems 

When vapours make at times so thick the air, 
It holds the colours which the halo form. 
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In that fair court of heavei 
Unnumbered jewels rieh 



Ho who hath not the wings for such a flight 
Must look as from the dumb for news from heaven. 

'I'lh !:, I' I' HlliL'illL' tllUS, tll'iSi: L'Wing SUH8 

Three times around us in a circle wheeled, 
Like Btars revolving near the lis.'cl poles ; 

They seemed like girls not ceasing from the dance, 
But who in silence pause with listening cox, 
Till the new notes are gathered by tho sense ; 

And forth from 0110 of them thin utterance came— 
" Because tho ray of grace, whenco wakca the fire 
" Of real love, and which by loving grows, 

" In thee redoubled with such glory shines, 
" That it conducts tliee upwards by a stair 
" Which none descends who does not mount again ; 

" Whoe'er should wine refuse from his own flask 

" To quench thy thirst, would no more freedom have 
" Than a stroam barred from flowing to tho sea. 

" Thou wouldesl know %ih;i! [i1:oi(b -- i n; pl v the (lowers 
" Which form this wreath that winds in ravishment 
" Round her who makes thee strong to rise to heaven. 

" I was a lamb of that most holy flock 

" Which sainted Dominic by pathways led, 

" Where grace matures if -vanities are shunned. 
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He who ia nearest me and 011 the right, 
" My brother was and master— Albert ho, 
" And of Coln^nc, iiml of Auqiiiiiuiu I. 
If thou wouldst certain know of all the rest, m 
" Kullnw my .-]!'■, i-l i vviiii an obsurviiiil luuk, 
" Travelling the circuit of thin blessed wreath. 
Tii is utticr jpli.-niLMni- i-l i>.'nTji.~ limn I is-:Ui;iii's joy, 
" Who sought to reconcile the double law, 
" And brought coutentment to tho courts of heaven. 105 
He near mo who our company adorns, 
" That Peter was, who to the Holy Church, 
" Like the poor widow, gave what he possessed. 
That light, the fifth and fairest of us all, 
" Flows from such love, that the whole nether world ni> 
" Craves with great longing to be told of him. 
Wifliiii it. iUvpIIs mind sublime, su iUlt 
" Of every knowledge, that if truth bo truth, 
" A second such 011 earth shall never rise. 
Nearer to us behold that taper's light m 
" Which in the flesh possessed, such views profound 
" Of the angelic ministry and stftte. 
And in that lesser light he radiates joy, 
" The great defender of tlie Christian faith, 
" Whose- writ hip; ipiickiriiid St. Ai:gusdnc's pen. S - M 
Now if thou make thine eye of thought to pass 
" From light to light in order of my praiso, 
" The eighth becomes the thirst of thy desire. 
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" Here in fruition of tlie Good Supreme 

" Reals that most holy soul w ho maketh known 
" The world's deceits to him who wills tu hear. 

" The body, once its veil, sepnlUircd lies 
" In Cicl-d-Oro, iuid from martyrs' pains 
" Anil from earth's exile to this peace he camo. 

" More distant, lo ! radiates the fervent light 
" Of Isidore, Iticardo, and of Eede, 
" Tn speculation something more than man. 

" This one from whom thine eyes towards me turn 
" Lamp of a spirit is, whose grievous thought 
" Made him think death Ion In^iiiil hi its pace. 

" This ia of Sigier, the eternal soul 

" Who, when he lectured in the straw-spread street, 
" Invidious truths by di :;]■.;■ (!■.' proved." 

So as a clock which ealkth unto prayer, 

That time in which the spouse of God awaken 
To sing the matin love she hears her Lord, 

Hither and t hi I her maki s the dapper strike, 
Sounding— tin, tin — and with such dulcet note, 
Thitt every pr.m'ifi:' spirit swells with love ; 

Thus did I see this glorious wheel move round, 
And voice gave atisvvcrmjr harmony to voice 
In time and sweetness, such as no one knows 

Save there alone where joy eternal reigns. 
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Ob, care insensate of the race of man, 

How faulty is tlit? rtiisiiniiig ihhI how weak 

Which makes thy wings droop grovelling o'er the earth ! 
Some wore engi-nsned with lira, with nicilidiie some, 

Some minie obi; holy prk-.itlK.u.d thtir prclcucu, a 

And some by force and some by sophisms ruled, 
Some lived by frauds, and some by eivil charge, 

Some in the pleasures of the flesh wore sunk 

And surfoit-weary, some were drowned in sloth ; 
Whilst I unloosed from all those earthly things, M 

Was wafted up with Beatrice into Heaven 

By such a rich and glorious welcome met. 
After each Spirit to the point had turned 

Which in the circle was its former place, 

It stood as candle in its candlestick. ^ 
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Then lo ! I heard once more within that light 

Which erewhile spake, words as of one who smiled, 
And when they came, move vivid grew the flash : 

" As with the ray divine I am inflamed, 
■'■ So 1:1 beholding that eternal lamp 
" I learn to know thy thoughts and whence they spring. 

" Thou doubtest and it is thy wish to know 

" Unto thine understanding what I meant, 
" When some time b:i,ck I said, Where </ract matures; 

" And, Second tad- mi turlh (hull never rue; 

" And hero 'tis needful we distinguish well. 
" That Providence who rules the universa 

" By Hia decree eternal, and of which 

" All eyes created fail to pierce tho depths, 
" That to her well-belovod sho might come 

" The spouse of Him, who with a mighty cry 

" Signed her betrothal with His sacred blood, 
" Safely and also for increase of faith, 

" Two captains for her aervicoH assigned, 

" Who should be guides to her on cither side. 
" The one was all seraphic in his love, 

" The other by his wisdom was on earth 

" A very glory of cherubic light. 
" Of one of them I speak, because to both 

" Alike the praiso applies, it boots not which, 

" For in their works one end they had in view. 
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' Between Tupino and tlic stream which rolls 
" Down from the hill which blest Ubildo chose, 
■' A fi'i'iili' ~1:-|K! !■[] the [ii^H iiin'.iiii ■iin kmim ; a 

' Of this Perugia fools tho heat and cold 
" On the side Porta Solo, whilst behind 
" Nocera and Giialilo wlvji tlie filling yoke. 

' On that stoop bank, and whoro its steepness falls 
" Less than elsewhere, was horn to earth a sun jk 
" As from the Ganges this in summer springs. 

1 But let not him who speakcth of the place 
" Assiei call it, little this would tell, 
" But call it East, if he would rightly speak. 

' He was not yet far distant from his rise, 55 
" Ere ho began to make the world perceive, 
" That in his virtue mighty comfort lay. 

'■ For he jot youthful faced his Fathor*s wrath 
" For her dear sake for whom, oven as for death, 
" The gate of pleasure is by none unlocked ; so 
And in the presence of the sacred court, 
" Et coram patre, took her for his spouse j 
" And day by day thereafter loved hor more. 

: She of her first mate widowed lonely sate, 
" Despised one thousand and one hundred years, fg 

Naught it availed that she was fearless found 

" With her Amyclaa, at the call of him 

" Who with his terror filled the world entire ; 
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Naught it availed that she was true and bold, 
" So that when Mary tarried ;it the foot, 
" With Christ bIii? mounted on the bitter cross. 
But lest I overmuch my meaning cloud, 
" Francis and [ Wrty mIjslII henceforth be 
" The names those lovers bear in my discourse. 
Their coneord sweet, their ns]>eci y!ad and calm, 
" Their lovo which maketli wonder, tlicir sweet looks 
" Became the moving springs of holy thought ; 
So that the venerable Bernard first 
" Made bare his feet to win jh preat a peace, 
" He ran tbo course which running still seemed slow. 
Oh, wealth unknown, oh true, oh real good 1 
" Mgidiun and Sylvester tlieu their feet 
" Eared in tho bridegroom's track, so sweet the bride. 
Then from h> house -hat f'nther, niaM.or, moved 
" Forth with his wife, and with that family 
" Whoso loins tho humblo cord now cinctured round. 
No coward shame of heart abased his front 
" At being Peter Bernardono's son, 
" Nor for an aspect strangely scorned of men. 
But regally his rigid purpose he 
" Declared to Innocent, and had from him 
" The first approval of his holy rule. 
' After the poor and bumble more and more 
" Trod in bis footsteps, and whose wondrous life 
" Would be more worthy of an angel's song. 
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' A second coronet of approval crowned 
" Through Pope Hoiiorius, hy the spirit stirred, 
" The holy craving of their leader's zeal 

And after this, urged by the martyr's thirst, 
" In the fierce presence of the Soldun's prido 
" Christ did he preach, and those who followed Him. 

And bavin:; found the people yet unripe 

" lit: turned ii^niii tn ]i'.iu:'k Itisliiin tr.iil. 
On tlmt raue;h menu! winch 'hvixt llie Tiber lias 
" And Arno's wave, Christ's final seal of faith 
" He took, and bare two years upon his limbs. 
When He who.*' five in-.u-v umdo him so elect 
'■ \\V'-; ] [. ;i:-e.| to -.vn:"i to his li i urh reward. 
" Which he had earned hy liis humility, 
Ho to his brethren, as his lawful heirs, 
" Commended his dear lady, with command 
" That they should love her with a heart of faith ; 
And from her bosom that illustrious soul 
" Willed itJi farewell, retiiniini: to its home, 
" And for its body willed na other bier. 
Consider, then, how jrivnt must be the man 
" Who was deemed worthy, and companion fit 
" lu the right course to guide St Peter's bark j 
Ami in our pal i'i.ni:;i one h-j nr::;A 15 1'i.unu, 
" Wlirivl'.'Ve v.boever fnllov.s hi« I :-i > i j f.-.-J t 
" Must bi'iir a IVeie;ht of very pronoun ware. 
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But now for viands new liis flotks have waied 

,; So full of gluttony, it cannot fail 

•* That over pastures various they must spread. 

And in proportion as his fiocks recede, 

" Ami us they wander farther from himself, 

" They to the fold with scantier milk return. 
True there be some who still the danger dread, 
" And to the shepherd cling, but theso so few 
" That little store of cloth will clothe them all. 

" If thou iii bt-ai im.j: Ims! attentive been, 
" If thou recall'st to mind what I have said, 
In part at least thy wish must have uontent, 
" For thou wilt Kec to what my words ;ipply, 
" And understand the lesson in these words, 
Thai grace mature* where vanities are Auntud." 
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No sooner had 1 "J ■ i-k^ius.' -sunte'ice passed 
Beyond the utterance of this blessed flame, 
When as a mill tho saintly band revolved, 

And tliu full circle was not yet complete 
Before another circle closed it in 
And with it moved, one motion and one Bong ; 

Song, which as much in these their dulcet pipes 
fjtiqiii.s'HS'!! our sudors' and our poets' art, 
Aa the first splendour the reflected ray. 

As Lend athwart and in tho tender clouds 
Two arches parallel and like in hue, 
When Juno to her handmaid gives command, 

The one without springing from that -within 
(Even iis the language of that errant nymph 
By love consumed, as vapour by the sun), 
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And which unto tiie nations presage give, 
By tlie great compact God with Noah made, 
That never mure should wnti-r drown the world ; 

TIhik of those roses everlasting formed 

Wheeled the two garlands round ns circling there, 20 
Inner and outer, one in act and song. 

After the dunce and other festal shew, 
So rich in Bong, so lustrous in its blaze, 

Just as the eyes which at the moving wilt 
Open and shut by one concurrent act 

From forth the heart of one of these new lights 
Issued a voice, and turning whence it came, 
I necmed the needle point iiiL- to the north ; & 

And thus it spake — " The love which makes me glow, 
" Stirs me to speak of him the other Chief, 
" Through whom mine own lint I l had Midi honoured words. 

" Tis right where one is mentioned both should bo ; 

" Aa they together fought the Church's light, jg 
" So in conjunetion should their glory shitie. 

'' The hosts of Christ, which l<> lie armed afresh 
" Cost such :i mighty priee, with little zeal 
" Followed His banner, Ton- and with distrust; 

" When the commander, who eternal rules, j0 
" Help te his soldiers in their peril gave, 
" Not for their merits hut His grace alone; 
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' And as just told thee, brought his bride the aid 
" Of two high champions, by whose acts and words 
" The erring people might their path regain. 
' In that fair rcsk'n vdienee 1 ho zephyr blows, 
" Sweet in its breath to open the young leaves, 
" Which brins,' venuwal fi Kunipa's robe, 
' Not from those shores remote when: break the waves, 
" Behind whose filers in its summer course 
" The Bun from every one at times is hid, 
■ Lies Cahihorra, city fortunate, 
" Under protection of the mighty shield, 
" On which one lion crouches, one commando. 
There was ho born, the faithful in hia lova 
" To the faith Christian, and the wrestler saint, 
" Gentle to friends ami terrible to foes ; 
And at creation's instant so replete 
" With every quickening virtue was hia mind, 
" By him yet in her womb hia mother spake. 
When the espousals their fulfilment had 
*' At the most holy font 'twist him and faith, 
" Where each to each a mutual succour vowed ; 
She who at baptism had the vow confirmed, 
" ."shy in her di'iain the ineoir. para hie i'niils 
" Which from himself and followers were to spring; 
And to express by word, what was the fact, 
" From heaven an inspiration gave the name 
" From the possessive of his all in all. 
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" The name was Dominic ;■ of him I speak 70 
" As of a husbandman by Christ elect, 
Win. in His _■:!(■< !rii i-liuiilil 1 lis helper In'. 

" True messenger, apostie true of Christ ! 

" For the first longing which his soul perceived 

" Whs the first counsel which hy Cliri.it was given. 75 

" Many a time in silent wakefulness 

" His nurse hud found him prqstrate on the earth, 
" Seeming to say—' For this it was I came.' 

" Oh, thou his father truly Felis called ! 

" Oh, thou his mot tier true .loannah named, n 
" If man's intcrjirctation he the truth ! 

" Xot for world's wealth, for which now mortals crowd 
" The Ostian Cardinal's or Taddco's trains, 
" But from the love of the true manna's food, 

" In a short time Limit lim.'tor lui Wciuuc ; 55 
" So he begun to watch around the vine, 
" Which with a careless dresser wi there th soon ; 

" And at the chair wh^ro once liiv righteous poor 
" Were held more kindly (not its own the fault, 
" But his wild sits di'L'eiuTntu thereon), 90 

" Not to dole two or three to keep the sii, 
'J. Not to be named to the first vacant aco, 
" Non tlecimas qua sunt pavperum Dei, 

" Made he request ; but in au erring world 

" License to combat hy that seed from which K 
" These twenty four eneircli7ig plants are sprung. 
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And then, with doctrine mid with will conjoined, 
" And power jwr.tilitfiil, lit: look Ilia way, 
■ ; Stntiip; ;is ;i l.orrcnl. i'r.na it mighty ^nuw ; 
And on the shoots of heresy he struck 
" With his whole ini»ht, more fiercely on the place 
" Whence with most fierceness tlm resistance come. 
From him hi niter t.imo Howeil many strcrmis, 
" Which o'er thtf garden Catholic were alied, 
" So Unit more nourishing UoiMioe its plants. 
If such were one wheel of the two-wheeled our, 
" In which the holy Cloireii u.-saults repelled, 
" And reatcd conqueror in her civil strife, 
Well should the other wheel to thee be known, 
" Of which Saint Thomas ere my coming here 
■' Made iiie full o.e^Ueote elear ii:u; full. 
But the wheel's yvoovc, tr.iccd hy (he outer edge 

And soon the ripen in;: harvest shiill expose 
" The evil culture whon the tares complain 

'1'rue it. may lie th.it lie. who leaf by leaf 

" Should search our volume, still might find a pajru 

•< On which to read—' I am what I have been. 1 
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: But not in Aeqiiasparta, nor CasaJ, 
" From thence dime muse whu touch the written ruin 
" Or to abate its rigour or increase, ise 
In mo is seen Buona Ventura's soul 
" Of Bagnoreglo, who in mighty trusts 
" M h-siLp risi yli-M tn spirbtml caivs. 

ninminato, Agoetino here 130 

" Were the first lowly men who bared the feet, 

" And, cinctured with tlio curd, were friends of Gud. 

Hugh of Ht. Victor, too, is here with them, 

" Anil Peter Mangiador, ami he of Spain 

Whose twelve books make him still a light ou earth ; 
Nathan the jir.jj.ln.t, nnd I hut golden-mouth, 136 
" The Metropolitan, Anselm, and he 
" Who turned his mind to tench the leading art ; 
Here is iinbaims ; lu re beside me shines 
" The Abbot Joiieliini. of l_'a[;ibrian fame, no 
" With the great gift of prophesy endowed. 
The praise of this great Paladin to upeak 

And with nil this nuiipmv , .vi;t slinvd." 
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He who would fully know what now I saw 
Let him imagine (uml the image hold 
"While I am spoakiiu;, rooted as a rock,) 

Tho fifteen Fairest stars by which in space 
The heavens are vivified with light so pure 
That all iitri.il thirkiioss it subdues ; 

Let him the Wain imagine unto which 

Our vault of heaven iiuflieus day and night, 
So that rcvolvi'.ifr it is never hid ; 

Then let him add the stuns whieh form the mouth 
Of that horned space whioh has its central point 
Where rolls the axis of the primal sphere ; 

And then imagine all these stars to form 
Two signs in heaven, liko Ariadne's crown, 
That hour she felt the icy cold of death ; 
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Then III- sf,:Lll have hi.e,!,: sh:,dmv „f the truth 



For these from earthly wont arc just as far 
As the dull current of Chiaua's stream 
U from the swiftest movement of the spheres. 

No picaus there they win;.', no itnechuK chiint, 
lint IVrsons three, in Xutnrc one Divine, 
And iti One I'ei>on f >s in mid I luumn joined. 

Music and son:; in their duo measure closed, 
Those holy lights on us attention fixed, 
Happy to puss from loving act tu act 

Then lii-iibr the silehi-e ot' the blc.-t uc.eord 



" The rib was drawn to funn the beauteous month 
" Whose palate tost the world entire bo dear, 
ind in that breast which by the .spear trunslixed 
" Was so Huffioient after and before, 
" It in the scales ontweigheth oven- Bin, 
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" To have of light, was in nil fulness breathed 

" i'iy lliat Ain.ijditv [juivlt which m:ule thein both ; 

Therefore thovi wond'rest ul the words I spake, 
" What time 1 told thee, ' Second there was none' 
" To the grout soul in the fifth light enclosed. 

Now let thy mental eye my answer note, 

" And thou shall see thy credence and rny words 

" Be in the truth as centre in the round. 

Tliat which must die, that which no death can know, 
" Is but a radiance of that archetype 
" Our God gives birth to of liis mighty love ; 

BcCiinKO "iii;" livinj- iiuli! which C'.'iTiC',)i forth 

" From God's own light, and which is one with Him 

" And with that love which is with them Triuno, 

In goodness makes His rays converging strike, 

" Himself remaining One eternally. 

" It make tli now hut what, nusst fade and die, 

As mere contingencies to bo' explained 

" As generated things, which arc produced 

" Tiy lieimudy influence, with or without seed. 

'11,0 ninrtei' f >vmi:ig riiem, :/ie liai.l wbieh lui'iili];, 

" Must vary; therefore by the seal impressed 

" Of the First Mind more or less bright they shine ; 



CANTO Xll I. 



" If power rdr-tinl vc>v Jiiiirnue in stron^th, 

" Knll would liv sivn tin.' tirctiuty|uil light. j 

" Hut nature over faileth in the «ca!, 
" Hcing in Lit ivim kin^ like t Jie urlist mind, 
" Whioh knows the art but awns a trembling hand. 

" Yet if the gloriuns love, thi* insight clear 

" Of the First <':m-e the wnx dispose and mould, s 
" Then all perfection truly in it rests. 

" Therefore at first was made our earthly clay 
" Iu animal perfection wholly pure, 
" Thua mm the Virgin's spotless biu-ilim niaile. 

" Su thy opinion my iipproval win j, g 
" That huniiin nature iu>ver yet has been, 
" Nor ever shall, an in those Persons twain. 

•' Now if my re.LsonhiL.' ilid mi I'nnbcr -m, 

" Think who ho was, think well what moved his choice, 
" When it was said, ' What I shall give tbee ask.' 
" I have not spoken thus but that thou may 

" Judge well he was a king who wisdom choso, 81 
" To be in all sufficiency a king; 
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" Who move the spheres of heaven, nor if neceste 

" With tho contingent still necesie nuke ; 

Nor si est dure primixm malum esse, ]0 o 

" Nor if within the *cinioi role's hounds 

" Triangle not right-angled can be made. 

Hence if thou noicst what I said and say, 

" This royal wisdom is the peerless aim 

" At which tho arrow of my purpose points. 105 

And my word ' risen ' to thy mind made clear, 

" Then ahalt thou know it reference beara alone 

" To Kings, who many arc, though few he good. 

"With this distinction take what I have Said, 

" And taken thus il tallies with thy faith no 

" In the first Parent and in our Beloved. 

And let this be as lead unto thy feet, 
" That like a weary man thou movest slow 
" To yes or no, when yet not clear thy sight; 

For amidst fools lie holds the lowest place 116 
" Who grants without distinction or denies, 
" Whichever character the rlaiiMJ may hear ; 
' Therefore it happen* that t.> ( , oft inclines 
" The haaty judgment to tho wrong result, 
" Then self-opinion intellect enslaves. m 
* Worao than in vain he etarteth from the shore, 
" For as ho went so comes ho not again, 
" Who angles for the truth without the art ; 
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Hrisii, Mtlissiis, and ParmenideH, 

'' Aiu! man;< unvi- a world-wide proof 

So did Salxdlins, Ariua, and those fools 

" Who woro aa Hwords let loose on Holy Writ 

" T,) turn its verities to false conceits. 

Let not the peoples then be over bold ia> 

" In j inlying, like, the man who sels the price 

" Upon the. growing corn ere it bo ripo ; 
l'"ur thi'oiiL'l] the winter wit sun have I seen 

" The rose-tree to appeantnee dead and wild, 

" In summer bear aloft the blooming rose ; 135 
And I havo neeti the ship direct and swift 

" Complete its 'voyage in the open sea 

" And perish at the entrance to the port. 
And let not Monna Bertha, Set 1 Martin, 

" ficeini; one a teal, another offering make, u*} 

" Thitdt that thoy see as in the mind divine, 
For that one yet may rise and this one fall." 
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' ■" Ihi- li..r;1 S;i r.l.- . : : r. -| ..r n.Mi-i .. .--,.r- ri-, ;-i r:]:- r - ,.f 

tilt! JV;. JV.,rri:-,: snil ilml. :--, i„l Ir, I),,: I'liT.i I Mars. In :l„- l,„lv „f iIll.i 

Plane! Li iho jwaiaiictij' l, u'lori'iiiH 11.-. dit.jiin-.i stn;l r>l«'iit wliirfi rtitlliis 
nil of tlioso who baie died onlMting for tix J'aitL. 

From centre to circumference or reverse, 
Wafer in rounded vessels is impelled, 
As from mtllin we strike, or from without 

Into my tuou.irfit with muIiIud funny came 
What I now say, soon as the glorious soul 
Of saintly Thomas had its utterance closed, 

By the similitude which had its birth 

Who after him these words was pleased to spent: 
" This one hath need, though needing not to ask 

" Either by voice or even by act of thought, 

" Another truth to search unto its roots. 
" Inform him if the light which now bedecks 

" Your spirit's being, shall witli you "hide 

" As at the present to eternity ; 
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" And if it doth remain, then tell him how 
" After your resuiTcction visible, 
" It shall not pnwui- pns'r-s to pain the sense." 

So at this earnest and devout request 
The holy cirdes should increase of joy 
Both in their dunce anil in their wondrous song. 

He, who is sad because men die on earth 
To live in heaven, bulb never here beheld 
The full refreshment of the oternal rain. 

That One Two and Three who ever lives 
And ever reigns in Time ;md Tun ;uid One, 
Not circumscribed, lint eireiiuiseribing all, 

Was in sweet i-batn repented t.briee ljy i:acli 
Of those glad spirits, with such melody, 

Within the splendour most divinely bright 
Of the inner ring I heard a gentle voice- 
Perchance the Angel so to Mary spake — 

This answer give—" So long as shall subsist 
" The joys of Paradise, so long our love 
" Shall spread in r.irtisiii™ vo-md this glorious robe. 

" Its brijrhttie.Hs -bhu-tb us uur ardour Mires, 
" This as our vision grows, and this is clear 
" Just as grace sublimates our feoble powers. 
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" When with the glorified and holy flesh 

" We are re-clothed, our person then becomes 
" More beautiful, because it is complete ; 

" Therefore the gift of light wili gain increase 

" Which the Great Good of Hia free bounty gives ; 
" Light which enables ua to see Himself: 

" Hence grow the ardour which by it is fired, 
" Hence brighter grow the ray this sendeth forth. 

" Rut. i-.K (lie charcoal which gives out the flame, 
" And by its vivid glow so conquers it 
" That its own lucent aspect is sustained, 

" So the great splendour which encircles us, 
" Pates at the apparition of the flesh 
" Which always lies sepultured in the earth. 

" Nor can a light so great our senses pain, 
" Because the body's organs shall be Strang 
" To hear whatever shall to us be joy." 

Both of those radiant choirs so willing seemed 
And prompt to aay Amen, their wish it showed 
With their dead bodies- to be clothed again; 

Hot for their own sakes only, but perhaps 

For mother's, father's, all they once held dear, 
Ere they had yet become eternal names. 

And lo ! like them iu glory, flashed abroad, 
A light above the lights already there 
Like a horizon brightened by the sun ! 
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And as when upward spreads the early night, 
New starry forms begin to fleck the siy, 
Now seeuiiui; vImIiIii, hhw scurei.'ly wen, 

So I begun new semblances to see 

Of holy essences, which formed a ring 
Ranging beyond the Other circles twain. 

Oh, Holy Spirit, thine effulgence true 

Breaks with such sudden glory on mine eyes. 
They cannot bear it and o'ermastored droop ! 

1 1 1 it Ifeitrirc so nutiiiiil :uv\ s<j lair 
Before me shone, amongst those other sights, 
Which memory holdcth not, must this be left. 

So then mine eyes the needful power regained 
For upward vision, and mysolf I saw 
Alone with her in more celestial bliss. 

I well perceived a loftier height waa mine, 
By the more flaming aspect of the Btar, 
Which seemed to me in hue mora red than wont 

With my whole heart, the language of the soul 
Which is in all alike, I thanked my God 
Most fervently for this new gift of graoe ; 

And in my heart my fervent prayer of thanks 
As yet was unexhausted, when I knew 
That sweet acceptance it had found with Him ; 

For with such lustre, with auch glowing red 

Between two luminous bauds the splendour shone, 
I cried, Oh Lord ! " Who makes them glorious thus ! " 
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As sprinkled o'er with large and smaller stars, 
In glistening whiteness shines between the Poles 
The Milky Way, making tiie wisest doubt, 

So sown and scattered ill the depths of Mars 
Those mja the slim adu!\ib!e portrayed. 
Which the four Quadrants in the circle make. 

My genius here before my memory pales, 
For on that cross Christ so effulgent shone. 
That no comparison might match the theme \ 

But he who takes his cross and follows Christ, 
Shall find excuse for what I leave unsaid, 
When Christ shall Bash upon him from the cross. 

From arm to arm, from head even to the foot, 
Moved many lights, shooting more vivid rays 
Where they encountered or each other passed. 

Thus upon earth are seen in lines or curves, 

Now swift, now slow, now iong perhaps or short. 
Atoms of matter ever changing form, 

Moving athwart the ray by which is cut, 
At times, the shadow which for shelter men 
Labour with art ingenious to invent 

And as with lute and harp whose many strings 
Attuned to concord make a murmur sweet, 
Even when the music is not understood, 

So from the lights which then my vision filled 
Rose, gathering round the cross, a melody 
Bavishing my sense although unknown the hymn. 
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Well I perceived it uttered praise sublime, 
For to me Find and rnurgi came, 
As to a man who hears yet wotteth not. 

My soul waa bo enamoured with the sound, 
That til! that moment there was never thing 
Which held mo hound in bunds.so very sweet 

Perhaps my words may seem too ardent here, 
Slighting tlio pleasure of her beauteous eyes, 
To gaze on which is peace to my desires. 

But ho who knows that the impress divine 
Of every beauty deepens as we rise, 
And that till then I had not turned to these, 

May find cicuso for what I charge myself 
As my excuse, and see I speak the truth ; 
For here that joy divine is not displayed, 
Since as we mount more glorious it becomes. 
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fOBA a glariMii LE#ht mavai toward! Danta, and Inform* him 
f hit aaeator Caccingaida. Tim Spirit dcacribci this nm^lo 
rmtlati in his o»n tins, and nrmpirea Ihem Hilt tin 
m in >.huili lie Ewl lived. 



That will benignant making itself known 
In love which always breatheth pure desires, 
As evil love is born of will malign, 

Silence upon that dulcet lyre imposed 

And brought to stillness the celestial chorda, 
Which heaven's right hand Don 1 Blacken! and now 

Oh, how shall they be deaf to righteous prayers, 
Those spirits who to rouse in me the wish 
To question them, with one accord were mute 1 

It holds to reason, he for ever grieves 

Who for the love of things which have no part 
In worlds eternal, casts this love away. 

As through the evening's pure and calm serene 
From lime to tima a sudden meteor shoots, 
Startling the eyes in unconcern secure, 



CANTO XV. 



And seeming like a star which shifts its place. 
Save that the region where its Same ignites 
Knoweth no loss, and it bo quickly dies ; 

So from the right extension of the Croat 

Far as the foot, shot through tho apace a atar, 
One of the stellar roasa which gliatened there ; 

And from its shining path went not the gem, 
But rolling swept the effulgent line along, 
Aa behind alabaster shines the fire, 
diil Aiidii-i^' iiiviiu: sliiiiii? :i;ijk?^i-. 
If wo may trust our moat illustrious muse, 
When in Elysium he perceived his boil 

0 Sanrpiit MMU, 0 taper infusa 
Gratia Dei, ticut tibi, cai 
Bit itnquam txelijanua reelusa I 

So spake the light, wherefore with cloao regard 
I looked on it, then to my lady turned, 
And both the light and she entranced my soul ; 

For such ft amile did gliaten in her eyes 

That with my own I seemed to touch the depths 
Of grace divine and my beatitude. 

On this, with pleasure both to eye and oar, 
The spirit added to its first address 
Things so profound, I understood them not ; 

And they were hid from me not by hia choice, 
But from necessity, for far beyond 
All mortal thought did his conception range. 
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And when the bow of hia o'erflowing love 
Was so unbent that his discourse came down 
Towards the mark of our intelligence, 

Tho first expression which I heard was this— 
" Blessed be Thou, oh God, the Three in One, 
" Who to my lineage host such favour shewn." 

Aud then ho said — " Thai dear and long desire, 
" Drawn from perusal of the mighty book, 
" Where changeless on the page tho writing rests, 

" Thou hast removed, my son, within this light 
" From whonco I speak to tbee, thanks be to her 
" Who tu such lofty flight thy pinions plumed. 

" Thou thinkest that to me thy thoughts are passed 
" From Him who is the First, as five or six 
" Result from one once in the mind conceived. 

" And therefore who I am, and why I seem 
" More glad to thee than any soul beside 
" Of this glad company, thou dost not ask. 

" And thou art right, for in this happy life 

" Spirits both great and " mull tho mirror search 
" In which thy thoughts are seen ere even thought. 

" But that tho holy love which keeps me held 
" In ceaseless watching, and within me wakes 
" Such sweet desires, may have its full content, 

" Sound forth thy pleasure, utter thy desire 
" With fearless voice, boldly and full of faith, 
" For lo ! the answer is already thine." 
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I turned to Beatrice ; she heard my words jg 
Ere they were spoken, and she smiled a sign 
Which made the wings of my desire eipand. 

" All love," I said, all power to eijjress the same, 
" As ye knew Him who hath no less nor more, 
" For each of you on level balance lay, 75 

" Because that Sun who lights you with His light 
" And warms you with His warmth, these so adjusts, 
" To find a parallel wero wholly vain. 

" But then in men will and effective power, 

" From causes which to you are manifest, m> 
" Are furnished not with wings of equal speed. 

" Whence I, who mortal am, feel in myself 
" This inequality, so heart alone 
" Can give thy dear paternal welcome thanks. 

" Thou living topaz, thee I fondly pray, gs 
" Who of this precious jewel art a gem, 
" My longings satisfy and toll thy name."— 

" Oh thou, the offshoot of which I am root, 

" Whom even to wait for made my spirit glad ; " 

Suoh were the opening words of his reply, w 

Which thus proceeded — " he who with his name 
" Thy lineage stamped, and o'er one hundred years 
" Hath the first terrace round the mountain trod, 

" My body's fruit, and thy great grandsira was ; 

" It is befitting that his long fatigue K 
" Thou shorten by the merit of thy works. 
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" Within the ancient circle of the walls, 

" And where even now the hours of prayer are ohime 
" Florence was peaceful, temperate, and chaste. 

" No golden chains, no jewelled coronets, 

" No gaudy dames, no cinctures she displayed, 
" Which filled the eye more than tbo wearer's self 

" The daughter at her birth had not yet brought 
" Fear to her father, for within the bounds 
" Of a just measure time and dowry came. 

" She had no houses bare of family ; 
" Sardanapalua had not yot arrived 
" To show the wantonness of chamber vice. 

" The Monte Mario was not yet eclipsed 
" By your Uccellatoio, which, surpassed 
" As in its rise, so in its fall shall he. 

" I saw Belliucion Berti walk abroad, 

" His girdle bone and leather, and his wife 
" Come from her mirror with impainted face ; 

" Men of the Nerli's and the Vecchio's race 
" I saw content to wear ungarnisbed skins, 
" Whilst their wives plied the distaff and the loom : 

" Ah, happy women ! certain each to share 
" Her father's sepulchre, none yet to mourn 
" Through France's traffic, a deserted couch 1 

" One watched the cradle with a loving care, 
" Soothing the infant Kith tho mimic lisp, 
" The father's, mother's first and purest joy ; 
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" Another winding from the staff the flax, 
" Told to her family who clustered round 
" The tale of Troy, Fiesole, or Rome. 

" As great a wonder it had been to see 
" A Oianghella or a Lapo then, 
" As Cincinnatus or Cornelia now. 

" A citizenship so fair in its repose, 
" A burghorahip so full of loyal faith, 
" A place of residence so very sweet, 

" Were Mary's answers to a mother's ories, 
" And in your old baptistery by one act 
" I was made Christian, Cacciaguida named. 

" My brothers Eliseo and Morando were; 
" And from the Vai di Pado came my wife, 
" And hence and from this aourco thy surname came. 

" Then in tho Emperor Conrad's steps I trod, 
" And he enrolled me in his knightly band, 
" In such high part he took my valiant deeds. 

" With him I went the iniquity to face 

" Of that false faith, whose followers had usurped, 
" By your chief pastor's fault, your rightful lands. 

" Then by that race unclean I was set free 
" From the deceits of this entangling world, 
" The love of which has soiled so many souls, 

" And from that sufferance to this peace I came." 
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Ah, pitiful nobility of blood ! 
If thou art cause of boasting to mankind 
On earth, where feebly the affections stir. 

No more shall this to ma a wonder prose ; 
For there where pasaion never is at fault — 
I apeak of heaven— I make tliee etill ray boast. 

Truly art thou a cloak which woareth fast, 
Unless we add to it from day to day. 
Time with his shears is ever prowling round. 

Using the you first brought in use by Rome, 
But since less practised by the Roman race, 
Once more flowed on the current of my words. 

Beatrice on this, who somewhat stood apart, 

Smiling, appeared like her who warning coughed 
When first Giaevra erred, as runs the tale. 
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" You are my father," mo I recommenced ; 

" You give me courage all my thoughts to tell, 
" You raise me bo, I rise above myself. 
" By streams so many is my spirit filled 
" With gladness, 'tis a very fount of joy 
" Which can bear all and yet not overflow. 
" Oh, toll me, thon, doar founder of my race, 
" Who were your ancestors, how many years 
" Measure the space down to your time of birth ! 
" Speak to me of the sheepfold of St. John, 
" How great its glory then, and who were those 
" Among its people mightiest in renown ) " 
As at the quickening breathing of the wind 
The charcoal glows, ho I licheld this light 
Become more vivid at my courteous words ; 
And as to me more beautiful it grew, 

So with an utterance softer and more sweet, 
But not in accents of our modern tongue, 
It answered — " From the day first Ave rose 
" Down to the hour my mother, now in bliss, 
" Was lightened of tlio load in me she bare, 
" Five hundred times and eighty hath revolved 
" This plain; t. pussiTi^ mnl<-nu'i!t.!i (hi (<!<it 
" Of its own Lion to renew its fire. 
" My ancestors and I were bom where first 
" Is the last section of the city reached 
" By him who runneth at your yearly games. 
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This" of my fathers is enough to say, 
" But who they were, and whence they thither came, 
" Silence suits better than to dwell thereon. 
: All such as then were fit to carry arms 
" Between the Baptistery and place of Mars, 
" Formed but a fifth of those now living there. 
But then the citizenship, which now is mixed 
" From Campi, from Curtaldo, and t'iggliine, 
" Even to the humblest artizan was pure. 
How Letter far the name of neighbour give 
" To those I speak of, and your frontier line 
" At Trespiano and Galluzzo fix, 
Than have within your walls and bear the stench 
" Of d' Aguglione's and da Signa's churls, 
" With eyes already full of barter foul ! 
Ah, if that people, — so degenerate none ! 
" Had not a stepdatuo unto Cresar been, 
" But gentle as a mother to her boy, 
Such a ono never had been Florentine, 
" Changer and trafficker, but retraced his steps 
" To Simifonte, where his grandsire begged. 
The Conti still had Montemurlo owned, 
" The Cerobi still been in Ancona'a mark, 
" In Val do Greve the Buondelmonti still. 
Races thus mingling have at all timeB proved 
" The first beginning of a town's disease, 
" As meats too various make the body tick. 
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" And a bul! blind with rage more quickly falls 
" Than the mure lu'iiiiiTu! tumlj, and it is found 
" That one sword often cuts more keen than five. 
" Luni and Urliisaglia, if thou note 

" How they are fallen, and how after them 
" Both Sinigaglia and Chiusi fell, 
" Then ahalt thou know how races disappear, 
" Nor shall this strange and hard of credence seem, 
" Since even cities hasten to an end. 

All that belongs to you must taste of death 

" Even as yourselves, but whore the time is long 

" Death seems concealed, so brief is human life. 

And as the rolling of the lunar sphere 

" To the seashore brings endless ebb and flow, 

" So Fortune with your Florence loves to deal ; 

Wherefore that should not strange appear which now 
" I of these ancient Florentines shall tell, 

" Whoso fame is hidden in the mists of time. 

Ughi, Filippi, Catellini, all, 

" Greci, Onnanni, Alberichi too, 

" Now in decay, illustrious 1 have seen. 

Great I have seen, as in their lineage old, 

" With the Sanellas, men of Area's blood, 

" Ardinghi, Bostichi, and Soldanier. 

Near to the gate, now laden with the crime 

" Of a new treason of so great a weight, 

" It soon must cause the sinking of the ship, 



CANTO XVI. 



The Ravignani dwelt, from whom are sprung 

" The Conti! Guido, and whoever since 

" Has claimed the glory of Bellineion's name. 

Already Pressa's chief lrnd learnt the art m 

" How men should rule, and Galigaio's halls 

" Shone with the pummel and the hilt of gold. 
The erminod pillar still was great, and great 

" Sacchetti, Giuochi, Sifanti, and Barucci, 

" Galli, and they who at the bushul blush. 105 
The stock which threw Galfucci's branches out 

" Was great already, and the Sieii sate, 

" And Arrigucci in the cumle chain. 
Alas, how many mighty have I seen 

" Whom pride hath Dow destroyed ! the golden balls no 

; ' Made Florence blossom with their noble deeds. 
Thus did the honoured ancestors of those 

" Who, ever as your Bishopric is void, 

" Meet in Consistory and in fatness grow. 

The tribe presumptuous, as a dragon fierce 115 

" To those who flee them, but to him who shews 

" His teeth or purse, meek as a very lamb. 
Were high already though so mean of race, 

" That Uhertin Donato it displeased 

" That his wife's lather sought to make tham kin. ian 
The market now, and not Fiosole, 

" Was Caponsacco's home, and Guida too, 

" And Infangato were good citizens. 



OigiiizM By Google 



98 



CANTO XVI. 



That I will tell, incredible though true ; 

" To the small area which the city formed, i a 

" The entrance mite was from the Penis called. 
Each 'one who quartered on his shield the anna 

" Of the great Baron, to whose name and fame 

" St. Thomas at hia feast revival brings, 

Was knight and noble by that right alone ; jm 

'■ Though to the people's party now is bound 

" He who had edged his crest with fringe of gold. 
The Gualterotti, Importuni dwelt 

" Tranquil in Borgo, which had known more peace 

" If from new fellow citizens exempt. ]3S 
The house in which your surniws had their source, 

" Through the just rage which wrought you deadly woe, 

" And placed a period to your happy life, 
Itself was honoured with ita kinsmen alL 

" Ah, Bnondelmonte, evil were the lips lla 

" Which counselled theo the nuptial couch to fly ! 
Many would now be happy who are sad, 

" Had God abandoned tbee to Ema'a wave, 

" When to our city first thy footsteps turned. 

But it was needful, at the shuttered stone 115 

" Which guards the bridge, that Florence should supply 

" A victim in her dying days of peace. 

With houses great like these, with more beside, 

" Florence I saw in such sublime repose, 
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With houses great as these, glorious I saw, 
" And so upright her people, that the spear 
" Never the lily bore in shaiue reversed, 

Nor evil discord turned ita hue to red." 
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As he who came to Climene" to learn 

Tho truth of words injurious to himself, 

And still luakus fiitiii rs p-iui.L'iiitf to their sons, 

So did I feel, nod bo was this perceived 
TVy l!(-:i.t riuL', and by tho holy ]i<_'h(. 
Which to be near me lately shifted place. 

Whi'i-fftuv ii iv biily - • " K»i:t tlic fiaioo 
" Of thy desire, so that thy words display 
" Tho full impression of thine inner mind ; 

" Not that our knowledge may an incrcaso gain 
" From thy discourse, hut thou the habit learn 
" To tell thy thirst that men may give thee drink." — 

" Dear parent plant, who art so lifted high, 
" Thou, as we see that a triangle's form 
" Two obtuse angles cannot comprehend, 
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" Seest all tilings contingent era they be 
" Themselves in essence, looking to the Point 
" To which all times are present and alike, 

" Whilst I by Virgil's guidance upward clomb 

" High on the mount whore spirits aro made whole, 
" And trod ilcscnuiiun- the r.lni'k world of dentil, 

" Things of my future life to mo wore told 

" hi ivcifrlily wurilh, llimi^h 1 inuv d-e] tllj'seir 
" A very rock to meet the blows of fate. 

" Hence my desire would much rejoice to leam 
" What fortune hath in store for coming yeara, 
" For when foresocn an arrow's flight is slow." 

This to that light I said which had before 
Spoken t.n me, and us hsd been the wish 
Of Beatrice, was my own wish revealed 

Not in dark sayings, which in blindness gross 
Hold the insensate nations ere was slain 
The Lamb of God Who taketh sins away, 

But in words clear and lucid in their aim, 
This dear progenitor his answer gave, 
Hid in his light, yet glistening in its joy — 

" All things contingent which beyond the pago 
" Of earth's material volume have no place 
" Are over present to the Eternal eyo ; 

" Yet this no more necessity implies, 

" Than when upon the eye of man the ship 
" Is mirrored which the current floateth down. 
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From hence as comcth sweetly to the ear 

The orpin's harmony, so to my mind 
" Cometh llif visimi linn' fur thee prepares. a 

As Athens saw Hippolitus depart 




" This soon shall l>e through those who for it work m 

" When- trnflic all tin; diiy is made of Christ. 
The blanie will follow where the injury falls 

" In public cry, ns wont, but vengeance still 

" Shall witness to the truth which sends it forth. 

Thou shalt leave all behind — all that is dear, a 

" All thiil is most he loved —mid this shall strike 

" First of the arrows shot from elile's bow. 
Thou ahalt havo very proof how bitter tastes 

" The stranger's bread, and witli what weaiy step 

" The foot descends and mounts the stranger's stair. eo 
And that which most shall weigh thy shoulders down 

" Shall he the oi'iupiaiy dqTiived and dull 

" Thou must encounter in thy time of woe, 
For all, unthankful weak and wicked, all 

" Shall turn against theo ; yet a little hour » 

" With shame their foreheads shall be red, not thine. 
The issue of the attempt shall be the proof 

" Of its mad folly, leaving thine the boast 

" That thou didst find thy party in thyself. 
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" Thy first asylum, thy first place of rest 

" In the great Lombard's kindness shall he found, 
" Who on tho ladder bears the sacred bird, 
" For ho shall hold thee in such sweet esteem, 
" In giving and in asking, with you two, 
" That shall be first which with the world ia lust. 
" With him thou sbalt behold that one whose birth 
" This planet's influence so deeply marked, 
" That bis great deeds will place their mark on time. 
" The nations yet no knowledge have of these, 
" So few his years, for those revolving spheres 
" 1 hive nine tiii.es only o'er ami round him rol!i-d. 
" But ore great Harry feci the Gascon's guile, 
" The sparkles of his virtue shall appear 
" In scorn of gold, and slighting of fatigue. 
" So far the acts of his magnificence 

" Shall sj tread his tame !;br::ad. :iiat even his fees 
" May not observo them with a silent tongue. 
" Look up to him and in his favour hope ; 

" Through him shall many their condition change, 
" The rich to poverty, t.lie poor to wealth ; 
" Bear on thy mind inscribed the things I say 

" Of him, but speak them not ; " and thon ho told 
What e'en the man who sees will scarce believe : 
Then after added — " Son, this ia the key 
" To what thou hoardest, so the perils learn 
" Which lie concealed behind some few short years. 
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" And yet I would not thou in envy hold 
" Thj fellow citizens, since thy future life 
" Goes fur their tresis >n".- punishment beyond." 

After tho sainted spirit ceased to apeak, 

Ky sili'iiro shmuni: In 1 pkirrd the woof 
In tho Btimo wob where I had placed the wurp, 

I then commenced like mn' %iliu j. r re;itly craves 
In his own doubt counsel of any one 
Who knows, hath upright mind and loving heart — 

" Well, oh my father, do I Bee how time 
" Hurries towards me to inflict the stroke 
" Most grievous there where must the courage fails; 

" Therefore with fortnight it U lhh] to iinn, 

" That if bereaved of my dear, much-loved home, 
" I may not by my verse lose other homes. 

" Down in the world of everlasting woe, 

" And on the glorious summit of the mount, 
" Lifted from whenco by my dear lady's e ves. 

" A - 1 ' L iit';i;rw:ivcls thnnijiii ln-.i v<-:i IV >m stiir to star, 
" 1 things have learnt nhieh (o repeat would bring 
" A bitter savour unto many hearts ; 

" And if I seem a timid friend to truth, 

'■ Tis from the fear uf lo-img fame with those 
' : Who shall call ancient this now passing time." 

Tho light in which the imieh-Ioved treasure smiled 
Which I had found, iirst gloriously flashed 
As a gold mirror in the solar ray, 
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And then it answered me — " A con^cler-cc stained, 
" Or by ita own or by another's shame, 
" Shall truly find the words thou speakest harsh ; 

" Yet not the less cast all deceit aside, 
" Let all tby vision bs defined and clear, 
" And lot him fool the pain who owns the wound ; 

" For if thy language shall at first be found 
" Harsh to the taste, 'twill prove good aliment 
" After dip!Stii>ll si i: ill li:i;v }il;LV<'il ils ]J:irl. 

" Thy cry ahull be in action as the wind, 

" Which utrikus (lie lii^iiest p:':^:s witli urtMitest force ; 

" And thus of honour is no trilling proof. 
" Therefore aro shewn theo in those rolling spheres, 

" Upon the mount and in the dolorous vale, 

" Only those spirits who had mighty fame ; 

for J ll 1 Kim listens jsiiiuifh no content, 

" Nor putteth in examples any faith 

" Which come from sources bidden or obscure, 
" Nor yet in proofs which are not clearly seen," 
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Now, self-absorbed, in his own thoughts rejoiced 

That blessed Spirit, and I savoured mine, 

With bitter memories tempering my sweet; 
And she who to my God had leil me, said — 

" Give thy thought change, consider that I am 5 

" Nifrh imlo lilni who liu r br«njt v.\i-ry wrijiis." 
I turned about towards the loving voice 

Of my sweot comforter, and what I saw 

Of lovo in her pure eyes I leave untold ; 
Not solely that my words I here mistrust, M 

But it surpasteth memory to recall 

So high a vision without aid of grace ; 
This of that time I may alone recount, 

That in beholding hor, my heart's desire 

Was disencumbered of all other wish. is 
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Whilst the eternal pleasure which direct 
Streamed upon Beatrice, from her fair face 
To me reflected, gave entire content, 

Dazzling me with the glancing of a smile, 
She said to me — " Turn thee around and list, 
" Xot in :iii:ii> eves -Amu: is I'lUH'.lisi.- ! " 

As oft we aeo tho countenance of man 

Express his passion, if it* strength he such 
That the whole soul ia holden in its grasp, 

P'.j in [lie i!i : .shiuL T "f 1 1 lo sllki[]v iIllilk: 

To which I tumoil, I r^.'oir-.iiscd the wish 
Somewhat still further to discourse with me. 

And it began—" In this fifth stage of rest, 
" Mounting the tree whoHC summit is Its life, 
" Which beara fruit always, never loseth leaves, 

" Arc Spiriti hirst, who, m the nether realm 

" Ere they hud come to heaven, were so reuowned, 
" They fumiahed themes for every Jfuso's song. 

" Wlierefore look to the aruia which form the cross, 
" Thero ho I now ahall name will do as doth 
" The fire electric in its native cloud." 

Athwart the cross I saw a light to flash 
As ho gave utterance unto Joshua's name, 
Nor did I hear the word before the act. 

And at the name of tho great Macoahee, 
I saw another light move rolling on, 
And gladness was the lash which made it roll 
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Ho with Orlando, n.nd will) Charlemagne, 
My look observant tracked two other lights, 
As the eyo followeth the falcon's wing. 

Nest Robert Guist'iuil, William, and the Duke 
(,'odtVev of Byiiillnn. and Kin-card druv 
In and along the cross ray ravished eyes. 

Then with the otliur lights moving and railed, 
The spirit of the speaker made mo know 
How high he ranged in the celestial choir. 

Towards itiy right hand then I turned around 
That I might see in ltaatnce declared, 
By act of hers or word, what I should do, 

And ah ! her eyes were so serenely bright, 
So full of joy, in aspoct sho surpassed 
All others, and what hIic herself had been. 

And as with feeling of enlarged delight, 

The mini wliti «-.;vki'1h HL'hicansnw*, [n'rcnves 
His virtue gaining sireiigth from day to duy; 

So I perceived the sweep of my ascent 

In the co-cireling heavens, hud wider grown, 
Seeing her beauty's marvellous increase. 

And like the change which with such swiftness comes 
O'er a pale woman'i. cln ck, wbuu from the face 
The blush of modesty hath passed away ; 

So as I turned sho seemed unto my sight 

Changed by tho chastened brightness of the star, 
Sixth of the Planets which had me received. 
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I saw in this rejoicing torch of Jove 

The sparkling of the lovo which dwolt therein, 
l'icture the Lntin lettors to mine eyes. 

And as birds rising from the river's banks, 
An if in joy at tlieiv new lerdiiLii :i]:k:«. 
Move now in circles, now in mai-shalled lines, 

So in their lights did holy creatures fly 

With gentle flight, ;nul suiL-ine as t.lu>y made 
The figures of a D, an I, or L. 

Singing they moved at first to their own song; 
Assuming then one of those symbul forms 
They ceased awhile their movements and were hushed. 

Oh thou divine Calliope, from whom 
Gcniua hath glory, and immortal life, 
And by thine aid makes realms and cities great ! 

Quicken mo with thyself, so that I paint 

Those figures as they were by me conceived ; 
In these few verses let thy power be shown. 

Those creatures then formed letters seven times four, 
Vowols and consonants, and I noted well 
liiinh in its order as they written seemed. 

Diliijilf jimlitiuui were the first 

Of the whole picture, substantive and verb, 
Qui jitdkatis lerriim were the last. 

Afterwards in the M of the fifth word 

They paused in order, so disposed, that Jove 
Seemed there of silver beautified with gold ; 
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And other lights I saw descend find rest 

Upon the summit of tho letter M, 

Singing, I tliink, llin praise who wills them [lis. ■ 
Then, as when glowing brands together strike, 

Innumerable rise the burning sparks, 

Whence foolish men are omens wont to draw, 
More than a thousand lights there seemed to rise 

And upwards Hunt, some higher, others less, 

Just as tho sun, which lights them, had assigned ; 
And each one in its place luring fixed and still, 

I saw an eagle's head and neck appear 

In very likeness in that glorious blaze. 
He who depictelli hern no teacher hath, 

But tcachcth all Himself, from Him proceeds 

That faculty which giveth form to nests. 
That other blessed band, content at first 

Sweet Planet, ah, how many precious gems 
Have proved to me that justice upon earth 
Is but the work of heaven which thou bedeck'st ! 

Therefore I pray the Word, in whom have source 
Thy movement and thine influence, to behold 
Whence comes the smoke which niakoth dim thy ray; 

So that His anger once again may fall 
On those who in the temple buy and sell, 
Which martyr's blood and miracles had built. 
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Ah, honronly host, my contemplation high ! 
Pray for the smils, who living in the world 
By bad example all are gono astray. 

Men once were wont to make their war with aworda, 
But now 'tis made by taking hero and there 
The bread which the good Father gives to all. 

But thou who writest only to absolve, 

Think well tliat Paul and Peter, who once died 
To save the vino thou apuil'at, are still alive. 

Well mayest thou say, my whole desire ia filed 
On him who wished iu siditndu to live, 
And who was martyred to reward a dance. 

Neither the fiaherman nor Paul I know. 
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Before me with extended wings appeared 

That bounteous shape, which in fruition awoot 
Made glad the spirits congregated there. 

Each one a little ruby soemeu, in which 
The radiant aun so gloriously burned, 
That on mine oyus its whole reflection fell. 

And what at jircsrin. my livicriplion claims, 
Xo voice hath sjmkui and nu ink transcribed, 
Kor hath it ever been of fancy bom ; 

For lo ! I saw and even heard the bird, 

And in its voice the Kurds n tic I and Mine, 
Though in conception they were Wo and Ours. 

And it begun—" Pious T was and just, 
" And therefore to that glory lifted up, 
" Which no desire can lessen or eiceed ; 
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" And I on earth so fair a memory left, 
" The wicked even do not praise withhold. 
" Although (hey do not. imitate my deeds." 

As many burning cisils throw out :i heat 
One to the sense, so many loving Bonis 
Emitted from the shape one only sound. 

And then I said — ■" Oh, ye perpctuid flowers 
" Of the Eternal gladness, who, though one, 
" Make all your odours inj perception reach, 

" Breathe forth thy words and calm that great desire 
" Which for long time hath made ros hunger sore, 
" Finding on earth no food to satisfy. 

" Well do I know, if other states in heaven 
" God's divine justice by reflection see, 
" Yours apprehends it with no veil between. 

" Ye know how earnestly I am prepared 

" To hear, the nature of my doubt ye know, 
" Its greatness, now my old and craving wish," 

As when the hood is lifted off its head 

The falcon moves, and joyful beats his wing, 
Proud in his beauty, eager for the flight, 

So did I see the bird imperial, formed 
Of spirits singing laud to grace divino 
With songs well known to the glad souls of heaven. 

And then it spake — " He who with compass marked 
" The confines of the world, and in its sweep 
" Inclosed bo much, both hid and manifest, 
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" Could not bo place the impress of His mind 
" On the wide universe, that atill His word 
Should not reiiimu in infinite eicess. 
" And this is certain, fur the flint great Pride, 
" Who of all creatures was most excellent, 
" Scoi-niiJL! tin; lipjt, f'-ll hi: mature to earth ; 
' Hence every minor nnturo would appear 
" To be a small recipient for that good 
" Which is the infinite measured by itself. 
: Our understanding, tiicn, nhidi we must hold 
" To be a ray of the eternal mind 
" Of which all things in Heaven and earth are full, 
In its own nature cannot power possess 
" So great, as not to see its source divine 
" Is mightier far than it appears to be ; 
Into the justice everlasting then 
" The insight man receives, no deeper goes 
" Than doth the eye into the mighty surge ; 
Which though it sees the bottom from the shore, 
" Doth not in open ocean, yet not less 
" 'Tis there, but hidden in the depths profound. 
There is no light but that from heaven derived 
" Where trouble dims not, darkness is all else, 
" Or fleshly blindness or its deadly fruits. 
How wholly open is the secret place 
" Which from thy sight the living justice hid, 
" Of which so often thou hast question asked; 



CANTO XIX. 



' 113 



" For thou host said ' Upon the [udnB banks 70 
" A man is burn, there no one pre.Jeliu.tli Christ, 
" None reads of Him, none writes of Christian truth, 

" And all lua wishes and his acta arc good, 
" So far as human reason can perceive, 

" His deeds an; sinh'.ns, sinless are his words. js 
" If without faith and uulraptised he die ; 

" How call that jiisiieu which eondemnetli himl 

" To measure out ten thousand miles of space m 

" With power of vision trilliny an ji span i 
'■ True lie wh<i thr.s with uiu should subtilize, 

" Were not the Holy Scriptures given for guide, 

" Would Hud much room for wonder and for doubt 
" Oh, creatures of the dust, oh, spirits dull ! bb 

" The Primal Will, in its own essence good, 

" Is Himself ever, being the Lord supreme ! 
" Just as to Him attuned, the note is true, 

" No good created draws Him to itself, 

" But He, in radiance, of the good is cause." go 
As o'er its nest the stork in circles wheels, 

After her brood of joutig one.s have been fed, 

And as to her the sated fledgling looks, 
So the blest image did, and so did I 

Mine eyes uplift, because its pinions' moved, gg 

Stirred by so many wills in spirit there. 
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Wheeling, it Bung and mud— " As are the words 
" I apeak to thee who understiind'st them not, 
" So the eternal judgments are to men." 

After they ceased to move, those lucent fires im 
Of the most Holy Spirit, still in form 
Of the great ensign of the Roman power, 

Again it s|Bike--" Untn this Messed realm 
- Xotie eve!' ean.i-. belioviiig nni on ' 'lu isl., 
" Neither before the moled tress nor since, 105 
Hot null' t.hoo this, many who ny, Lord, Lord, 
'■ Shall in the jinL'iuent be loss tie.ir to lliio 
" Than those who Christ have never known nor learnt ; 

" Christians like them the Ethiop shall convict, 

" Vl'lu'il [Wilii the great ilivi-ion dlii ! sljcill go 

" To wealth eternal, one to endless want 
11 What can the Persians to jour monarchs say, 
" When they shall see the volume's pago displayed, 
" On which arc written all their evil deeds 1 
" There among Alliert's works sliall this he seen, i, 5 
" This which shall move the judge's righteous pen, 
" The realm of Prague a very desert made. 
" There shall be seen the woe which has been wrought 
" Ou the Seine's banks by the false money coined 
" By him to whom a wild boar's tusk was death. ibj 
* There shall be seen the unbridled pride which roused 
" To foolish madness Englishman and Scot 
" To hold in scoru the boundaries of their realms. 
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" There seen tlie luxury and sensual life 

" Of Spain's high monarch, and Bohemia's king, 



" There shall bo scon the avarico and vice 
" Of 1dm who rules Sicilid'a fiery isle, 
' ■ Whore i;ood Anehises. closed I lis aged ffyes ; 

' ! And In give pi\H>r how mean In; was of soul, 
" Marred are the letter.- whirl; his story write, 
" And toll much evil in a little space. 

" There shall all ^ee tin: -hame'.esi nrt? by which 
" His uncle and his brother have seduced 
" So great a nation, and two crowns to shame. 

" And he of Portugal, and Norway's king, 

" Shall there be seen, and lie the Rascian Prince 
" Who to his sorrow saw Venetian gold. 

" Ah, happy Hungary-, if ill usage now 

" She wil! no longer bear ! ah, blest Navarre, 
" If now her armour be the mountains round 1 



" Which with the others may with justice herd." 
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■ j;r.t vir..™>. IbrrdlflH 
■■I,]- ln.j.iH .iril Ripliuua who 
re gkeu In y<tj Inan-i.^jv:' ,;n i 



Whon he who the whole world's eipause illumes 
Siiikdli i« low this hemisphere of ours, 
And day on every aide is fading fast, 

The heiwens by him alone bo lately lit, 
Are in an instant seen again to glow 
With many lights, borrowing their light from one. 

This state of heaven to my rcmembrauce came, 
Soon as the blessed ensign of the world 
And of it's L'ovuriinrs had ceased to speak ; 

For all that company of living lights, 

More and more lucent, chanted songs divine, 
Now faint and feeble in my memory. 

Oh, tender Ioto. cloth in:.' thyself in smiles, 

How glowing didst thou seem in thoso sweet tones, 
Which only breathe tlie breath of holy thoughts! 
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After those precious and moat lustrous gems, 
By which tho sisth light jewelled I beheld, 
From their angelio harmony had ceased, 

A river's murmur then I seemed to hear, 
From rock to rock descending dear and full, 
Showing the richness of its mountain source. 

And just as sound at the lute's neck receives 
Its modulation, mid the player's breath 
Enters within the openings of the reed, 

So with a sudden break of silence came 

Up by the throat, hollow as if within. 

And this was chatigtd tu utterance, and this 
At length iis-iuiu'jd flu; -hiij.u of very words, 
Such us :ny luiarr di-sircd an ! graven there. 

" That part in me which sees and braves tho sun 
" In mortal eagles," thus to me it spake, 
(..'all--, afii'ii : .!u!i' (V h\i:d ol m-citiiticu now ; 

" Pgr of the lights of which my shape is formed, 
" Those which as eyes are sparkling in my head 
" Of their dciTce are greatest and the first, 

" This centre one, which like the pupil shines, 
" Was the moat Holy Spirit's psalmist Sweet, 
" Who bore the ark of God from town to town ; 

" He kuoweth now the merit of his song, 
" So for as in himself the choice was free, 
" By the reward which is proportion ate. 
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" That of the five, which form mine eyebrow's uroh, 
And hath its plnco therein tho most in front, 
Consoled tho widow grieving for her son ; 

" He knowcfh now how dear a price it costs 
" Ciirist not to MW, liy the t xperience gained 
" Of this sweet lifo and of its opposite. 
That following next in the circumference 
" Of which I speak, taking tlie upper curve, 
" By a true penitence his death deferred ; 
He knoweth now that the Eternal Judge 
" Hath never change, though faithful prayer on carth- 
" Until to-morrow this day's doom defer. 
The next in place, tho pastor to exalt, 
" Through good intentions bearing evil fruit, 
" Made himself Greek with mo and with the laws ; 
Now knows he that the evil which had source 
" In his good action, though to him no hurt, 
" Hath been albeit destruction to the world. 

" Was William, and his loss that land deplores 

" Which grieves that Charles and Frederick are alive ; 

Now well he knows how heaven itself hath joy 

" In a just King, and in the vivid flash 

l; Of l:U (i-vii hrillii;:n:v he shews it BtilL 

Who in the world of error would believe 

" That Troy's Ripheus in this arch would bo 

" The fifth in order of those holy lights 1 
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" Now bath ho knowledge of the grace divine, 
" Deeper and better than the world perceives, 
" Although his viaion go not to iU depths." 

Ab the lark ranges tho untroubled air, 
Now full of song, now still, as if content 
And cloyed with the last sweetness of its sung, 

So seemed to me I his figure bearing stamp 
Of tho Eternal pleasure, at whose will 
All things created what they mo, become. 

And though I was in reference to my doubt, 
As is the crystal to the colouring tint, 

I did not lot the time in silence lag, 

But from my lips the words, " What things are these 
By their own earnest purpose were impelled ; 
And then I saw a tuiglit.y flush. 

And after this, with eye more full of firo, 

" I note thou givesi oredet!i;e to these things 
" Because I apeak, hut dost not see the why ; 
" So that, although believed, they yet are hid. 

" Thou dost as he who something by ita name 
" Well apprehends, but of its essence hath 
" No knowledge, fill another malic it known. 

" Rtgmua Cod&naa suffereth violence 

II From ardent love and from a living hope, 

" Which is all -conquering with the Will divine ; 



120 



CANTO XX. 



• Not in the fashion man o'er man prevails, 
" But it is conipiered because wishing it, 
" A ml i:i>innn.Tfii. with i(s Miunhii-sn I'.-iiL.jtUir.a still. 
The firat soul in the eyebrow, and tho fifth j W 
" Cause wonder in thee, for tbou seest in them 
" A very glory to tho angelic real ma. 
They left the flesh, not Gentiles as thou thiuk'st, 
" But Christians, firm in faith, for one of whom 
" Christ's suffering was tit come, for one was past ; !0B 
Because from hell, where to return to God 
" None ever wills, his hody one resumed, 
" And thus of living hope was the reward ; 
Of living hope, which wrestled in tho strength 
" Of urgent prayer lo bring hiui hack to life, jjj 
" So that his will might yet be stirred to good. 
The L-'oi-i'iKS spirit of whuui now I speak, 
" For n brief time once more resuming flesh, 
" In Him believed who had Hie power to help ; 
And his belief so with the fervour glowed i I5 
" Of love divine, that when again ho died, 
" Worthy he w;.s lo shave this place of blisa 

; The other spirit, ilinmirh u grate which flows 
" From so profound a fount, no living eye 
" Had over power unto its source to piorco, j^, 
All love he hod on earth to justice gave; 
" Therefore God showed him, adding grace to grace, 
" The story of redemption yet to come. 
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" So he believed, and from that hour no more 
" Could ho the sink of paganism brook, 
" But sought the blinded nations to reprove. 

" Those maidens throe, whom orowhilo thou didst 
" At the right wheel, for baptism were to him 
" More than a thousand years ere baptism was. 

" Predestination ! ah, how far remote 

" Are thy deujj sariu^a from their intelliLeiioe, 
" Who see not totally the First Great Cause ! 

" You, oh, ye mortals, take a wary heed 

■' Unto your jiid^ir.cmfl, for wc, seeing ( k'd, 
" Know not aa yet the whole of the eleet. 

" Ah, sweet to us is this great ignorance, 
" llecim-e (HLf liliss is 2it ! rfi-(.'t.i.-:i in ilii-, 
" That what God willcth, that wo also will." 

Thus, therefore, from the figure all divine, 
To make my inioriicieiit vision ele;tr, 
A soothing medicine to me was given. 

And as a skilful harpist makes the chord 
Vibrate in concert with the singer's skill, 
Hi.< that the sun;? more ex t |O.Uiu- bcti.M nvn : 

Thus while it spake I to remembrance called 
That I beheld the two celestial lights, 
As the two eyelids in concordance act, 

Move at the words with brighter glow of flame. 
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Once more mine eyes wore filed upon the face 
Of Beatrice, and with them went my soul, 
And from all other thoughts it was withdrawn ; 

And jut she smiled not, but addressed mo thus — 

" Were I to smile, then wouldest thou be like 5 

" Iki-u.iHi: my benuty, which upt>n the stops 
" Of the eternal palace, richer grows, 
" A3 thou haat seen, the higher we ascend, 

'■ Wore it not tciisjjcrcJ, srj iiiior.icly shines, 10 
" Tliy natural forces would before the blaze 
" Be as the leafy branch the thunder rends. 

" Up to the seventh splendimr we are borne, 

" Which now beneath the Lion's flaming breast 

: ' Hiulijtoa coinmii)L;l:ns: :nt:ii.,-in:i! on earth. jj 
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" See that thy mind ba servant to thino eyes, 
" And mirrors make of those to take the shape 
" Which in this lucent planet aboil appear." 

Whoe'er conceives how lovingly I fed 
Upon the aspect of hor blessM. self, 
When to another's tare my thoughts were turned, 

Must know how pleasantly my heart was moved 
To give obedience to my heavenly guide, 
Placing in cou sit cr-b bianco tins and that. 

Within this world-revolving crystal orb. 

Bearing the name of earth's good king of old, 
Under whose sway ;l1I wiijk(.ili:«ss was dead, 

Coloured like gold, which glitters iu tlie sun, 
I saw a ladder n.™.! 11:11; to a laa-kr. 
Far, far beyond the compass of my view. 

Also I saw descending hy the steps 

So v -iplm'iii-.iih, 1 1 l;i t I ihun;;lii ;.(!■:.■ light 
Of the whole firmament weis there diffused. 

And as by habit to their nature fit 

The crows together, at the break of day, 
Flap their chilled pinions to recover warmth, 

Then some depart retiiviimir there no more, 
Others come back to their lirst place of flight, 
And othors wheeling on the spot remain; 

It seemed to me that somewhat thus it was 

With the bright throng which came together down, 
As to a certain step they all attained ; 
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Shone with such lustre, that in thought I said— 
" Truly I sec thy We in this its sign ; " 

But she from whom I wait the how and when 
To speak or silent bo, whs route, bo I, 
Curhing my wish, did well to question not 

Sho upon this who had my silence seen, 
In the regard of him who sooth all, 
Said to me — " Satisfy thine ardent wish." 

And I began—" The merit I possess 

" Makes me not worthy of thine answer, save 

" Through her who gives mo leave to make request. 

" Oh, blessed spirit ! who remaineth hid 

" Within thy gladness, grant to me to know ■ 
" The reason thon approachest me so close, 

" And tell mo wherefore silent in this sphere 
" Is the sweet symphony of Paradise, 
" Hymned so devoutly in the spheres below 1"- — 

" Mortal, thy hearing is as is thy sight," 

He mado mo answer ; " here no song is heard 
" For the same esuiso thy lady disused to smile. 

" Down by the holy ladder's Btops I came 

" Thus far, my whole intent to muko tbeo glad 
" With words and with the light which is ray robe. 

" 'Tis not from greater love I quicker come, 
" For love as great and gitatcr burns above, 
" As unto thee the effulgence inaketh plain. 
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'■ Mii: love divine, which m;dii;.: us prompt to serve 
" 'I'll? L'uiilin^ Pr.ividouce ivhicb ri/.f.-i (!m world, 
" As thou perccivest, makes tho election hero." — 

" Well do I see," I said, " oil, sacred lamp ! 
" How love unfettered in this holy court 
" Hath power enough to serve the eternal mind. 

" But this to mo seems hard to understand ; 
" Why thou alono predestinated wert 
" Of thy cornprevs this u!litu to liUckivm.v' 

I had not yet pronounced ray closing word 
When, making centre on itself, the light 
Began to rotate liko a rapid milL 

Then from within replied the hlessJd shade — ■ 
" The light divine which strikes mo with its ray 
" Pierces this lijilii wIr'iv I embosomed rest ; 

" Its powor with my intelligence conjoined 
" Lifts me so far above myself, I see 
" The Supreme Essenco whence it emanates. 

" Friim this the ^'ladiu'ss einiiM whirli uiiiki's iiie shine, 
" For just as I behold Hia glory clear, 
" So is the brightness of my ambient flami;. 

" And yet that soul, tho brightest in tho hoavens, 
" That seraphim with eye most fixed on God, 
" To answer thy request shall not suffice ; 

" For what thou askest iu the dread abyss 
" Of the decree eternal lies so deep, 
" To all created vision it is bid. 



12S 



CANTO XXI. 



" And to the world of men, at thy return, 

" Kecount then this, that no one may presume 
" To move towards ;i mystery no profound. 

" The mind which heir is li^ht, is dark on earth ; 
" Therefore behold how can it do below 
" What here it cannot though by lioavon sublimed." 

With much humility to nslt his uame. 
" 'Tvrixt the two shores of Italy, nor far 

'■ I'rom thine own land, riseth ;i rocky m.isa 
" So high, that fur below the thunders roll. 
" Thia forms a ridge, which Catria ia called ; 
" And at its liasc is found n lonely alirine, 
" Raised for the worship of the one true God." 
Thus for the third time he took up His speech, 
And then continued — " This was my abode, 
" And there my God bo truly did I serve, 
" No food I knew savo what tho olive yields ; 
" Calmly I passed my days, in heat or cold, 
" On thoughts contemplative content to dwell. 
" Once to these heavenly realms thia cloister gave 
" A plenteous crop, but is so barren now, 
" That soon must its transgressions bo revealed. 
" I in this place Pior Damianus was, 
" But was the sinner Peter in tho house 
" Called of our lady upon Ailrhi's shore. 
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" Not many years remained to mc of life 

" When I was prayed and forced to take the hat, 
™ Which passes down from evil unto worse. 

" When CcphaB came, and of the Holy Ghost 
" Tho Chosen Vessel, loan and baro of foot, 
" With charity's scant fare they were content. 

" Now modern pastors need on either side 
" Ushers to help them, men to carry them, 
" So fat they are, and bearers for their trains ; 

" With lordly cloths their palfreys they bedeck, 
" So that two beasts are covered by one skin. 
" Ah, God, how muoh Thy holy patience bears ! " 

Aa tho voice spake, more little flames I saw 

Descend from step te step ; and as they whirled, 
At every whirl more beautiful they were. 

Surrounding this one, then they ceased to move, 
And cried aloud with such a mighty cry 
No earthly noise might be with it compared, 

Nor know I aught, so vanquished by the sound. 



CANTO XXII. 



A S|tfrlt UmtDUover the prw-mt .i.-ur.!.!.'.! ™inliii.jii ,r thu IMis-iow Ordtrj. opt* 
aitli. DinU) now mwoJ< into the sntiare of ttic Swl hl.-u-.,, nitinf in tli.ii.yn 
li-iiiiini. II,. il.u.u fruut llicuto oil ihp I'Lwieta uid the WcrU ul Mm 



Oppressed with stupor, to my guide I turned 

With the same confidence a little child 

Runs to the dearest object nf its trust ; 
And she, with the sweet haste a mother brings 

Assistance to her pale and panting buy 5 

In the dear voice so wont to pacify, 
Said — " Knowest thou not that now thou art in heaven, 

" And knowest thou not that heaven all holy is, 

" And thttt till here is djno Siroi^h ri.Lrliti.-H.mrt zttil ( 
" How much thou hadst been changed, hearing the song w 

" Atnl auuiiiL,' my sitiilt!. thuti mm etinst truly jtidtre, 

" Since by this cry so mightily di.-dl.ur-i io-lL ; 
" The prayer contained in which hadst thou but heard, 

" To thee already wore the vengeance known, 

" Which thou shalt see before thy dying day. u 



Digitized 0/ Google 



CANTO XXI J. 



129 



'■ The -ui.tl! divine alriki.'s not its Wow in haste, 
" Xor tardily, save in I In: sight of him 
" Who may await it wit.li di'sim nr dread. 

" But towards others turn thee now around, 
" For spirits most illustrious shalt thou see 
" It', as I udl tlnv, iiiuu :;iy ii.«j!; dhvt-t." 

1 turned mine eyes as she «■ pleased to will, 

And J.ilV a ]imd"ud littL' ;,]il]f]'i.s, and tW.iU 

Mingling their rays, lunru beautiful became. 

I wns liku one who curbs within himself 
The edge of his desire, and doth not seek 
To question, fearing he may ask too Lunch ; 

And so the largest and most lucent one 
Of thuse celestial pearls towaids me come 
To make itself the solace of my wish. 

Then from within I heard—" If thou couldst see, 
" Even as I do, the lore which iu us bums, 
" All thy desires had freely been expressed ; 

" But that thou may not, by delay be cheeked 

" Cassino rests, was once the great resort 
" Of men idolatrous and ill disposed. 
" And I am he, the fiist who thither bore 

" The name of Him who to the earth convoyed 
" The truth which does so subliniato us here ; 
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" And such a stream of grace upon mo flowed, 
" That I withdrew the towns and places round 
" From tlie fulse worship which seduced the world. 

" Those other flames were all in lifetime men 
" Of contemplation, quickened by that heat 
" Which brings to birth all holy fruits and flowers. 

" Hero is Muearius, ilomoaldo there, 

" And hero my brethren whom the cloiater walls 
" Mode Bound, of body, resolute of heart" 

And then I said — " The affection which thy words 
" Prove unto me, and the fair seeming, too, 
" I see and note in all your radiant lights, 

" Have made my confidence in thee expand, 
" As the sun makes the rose, when it displays 
" The full ami utmost ylnry of its flower. 

" Wherefore I pray thee, Father, lot me know 
" If I be capahlc of so much graco 
" As to behold thy face without the voill" 

On which ho said — " Brother, thy wish sublime 
" Shall be fulfilled in the Empyrean sphere, 
" Where mine and all desires fulfilment find. 

" There perfect, ripe, aud in itself entire, 
" Is each desire, far in that sphere alone 
" Is every part as it hath ever been, 

■' For place it knows not, nor revolves on poles, 
" And high even unto it our ladder mounts, 
" Wherefore its top esoapeth from thy sight 
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Into the heavens the patriarch Jacob flaw 

" The very summit of the ladder reach, 

" When it seemed laden with angelic weight 

But to ascend it now none ever stirs 

" His foot from earth, and so my rule remains, 

" But to waste paper in the world below. 

Walls which were once the bounds of holy ground 

" Are become dens of thieves, and the monk's hood 

" Only a Back of foul and rotting flour. 

But rankest usury striveth not so mueh 

" Agaiust God's holy pleasure, as that fruit 

" Which bringeth folly to the hearts of monks. 

For so much m tho Church may hold in ward 

" Belongs to such as ask for love of God, 

" Not for their kin, or something worse than kin. 

The flesh of men is of such feeble stuff, 

" What may he well begun lives not the time 

" From the oak's planting to the acorn's growth. 

i'etcr be^ar: « ith sold and silver none, 

l; [ in tin; s*]VN;;ih uf fasting and uf prayer, 

" And Francis made h umi lity his rule. 

And if then miU-.-t well Ik™ <:v:h in-fjan, 

" And then observest whither each hath strayed, 

" Thou shalt perceive the white is turned to brown. 

But Jordan's waters backwards driven, the sea, 

" Parting its waves at the great word of God, 

" Were mightier wonders than were succour here 1 '' 
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Thus did he speak, and afterwards rejoined 
His hrotherhood, and all together drew, 
Then like a whirlwind swept thamBolvcB aloft. 

One sign from my sweet lady mado rao haste 
To follow after by those holy steps, 
So much her power my sluggish nature stirred ; 

Never on earth, where men ascend or fall, 
Was known a natural movement to compare 
In its great swiftness with my upward flight. 

As I may hope, oh, reader, to return 

To this celestial glory, which hath brought 
Tears for my sins, and smiting for my breast. 

Thou hadst not placed thy flnger in the Gre 
And plucked it out, ere I had seen the sign 
Which follows Taurus, and hud entered it. 

Oh, glorious planets ! oh, thou pregnant light 
With mighty influence I and to which I owe 
All that may bo of genius I possess; 

With you had risen and witli you had set 
He who is Father of all mortal life, 
When first I breathed the breath of Tuscan air ; 

And when I entered afterwards by grace 
Into the lofty siiIiltu '.villi which you roll, 
Thy region was allotted me by fate. 

To yon devoutly now my spirit breathes 

In prayer for strength to face the toil sublime 
Of that high matter which absorbs my soul. 
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" Thou art eo near thy place of bliss supreme," 
Beatrice began, " that it is right thou have 
" Thine eyes discerning and thy vision clear; 

" Therefore before thou further plunge theroin, 
" Look down, beneath thee see how large a part 
" Of the great world already I have placed, 

" So that thy heart with all its wealth of joy 
" May be laid bare to thu triumphant band, 
" Which fill with glnduesa this ethereal round." 

To the seven spheres I turned and l>ent my look, 
Down by them all, and lo ! this globo I saw 
So small that its poor aspect made me smile ! 

And that in an 'a judgment I uphold for beat, 
Who has it most in scorn, and he who thinks 
On higher worlds may truly wise be held. 

I saw the daughter of Latona shine 

Without that shadow which was once the cause 
That I bolicved her substance rare and dense. 

The aspect, oh, Hyperion, of thy sou 

I now sustained, and I could see how near, 
And round him Maia and Dione rolled. 

Here, too, I saw the tempering fire of Jove, 
'Twiit son and father, and to mo were plain 
Those variations which their bearings caused ; 

And unto me all seven made manifest 

How great they are, how swift in their career, 
And how in distance just each holds its place. 
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This little space of which we are so proud, 
As I turned round with the eternal Twins, 
I wholly saw from mountain to tho sen ; 

Then to the eyes of beauty mine I turned. 
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Ah a bird, after nestling with its young 

In sweet repose beneath the leaves beloved, 

In the dull night when everything is hid, 
That, she may sec- the utiji-i:is nf h-i 1 li-.vo. 

And to procure the Food Vi nourish them, 5 

Sweet labour, in iis very trouble sweet ! 
Perched Oil the oprii launch forestalls the day, 

And with a loiiuiii^ wish awaits the sun 

With gaze unbroken tiil the dawn is born ; 
Thus stood my lady with her form erect w 

Turned with observance towards that space in heaven 

In which the sun most slowly seems to move ; 
So at her wistful and expectant look 

Like I became to one whose longing wish 

Craved something new, ami hoping was content. J5 
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But between Una aud tliat the time was short, — 
I mean between expectance and the sight 
Of the fast growing brightness of the heaven. 

And Beatrice said—" Behold, behold the host 
" Of the triumphant Christ ! lo, the whole fruit 
" And gathored harvest of those circling spheres ! " 

All glowing as with fire her visage seemed, 
Ami such a g]or:,u;s gl:idue;s hlied her eye, 
I have no words to tell it, so pass on. 

As in the times serene of the full moon 
Trivia among the nymphs eternal smiles, 
Who fleck with beauty all the vault of heaven. 

High above lights unnumbered 1 beheld 
A snn illuminating each and all, 

And through the living mid transparent lijjht 
The lucent (wiajR with such n\»>:\ ila.-hoi;. 
Mine eyes could not its uiajcslj- sustain. 

" Ah, Beatrice," I cried, " guide sweet and dear ! " 
And then she said—" That which so conquers thee 
" Is power divine which nothing can resist. 

" Lo ! hero the wisdom, here the might of Him 
" Who between heaven and earth revealed the way, 
" For ages lung the great, dcslrs of man." 

As from the cloud the imprisoned lightnings break, 
From lack of space for dilatation there. 
And against nature downwards flash to earth, 
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So fed by tlm*.! iliviiiL' ildiglits. ijiv tiiiiil. 
More largo becoming, from itself escaped, 
And what it did cannot to memory bring. 

" Open thine ejes, behold mo as I am ; 

" Thing's thou hasl seen which unto thee have given 
" The power thou needest to sustain my smile." 

I was as one recalling to himself 
Some long-forgottou dream, and who essays 
In vain to give it form within his mind, 

At this sweet overture, worthy in truth 

Miiy blot it from tlw volume uf the past. 
If all those tongues were now to grant mo aid 

Which l'ulvhviiiiiLii and sisters onco 

Undo eloquent with their most honied milk, 
Yet to the veriest shadow of the truth 

I might not roach, singing this holy smile, 

And bow it mnde her holy aspect glad. 
And thus while striving Puradiso to paint, 

My sacred pouui must by bounds advance, 

Like one who finds a crevice in his path. 
But be who thinks upon my mighty theme, 

And the poor Bhoulders which the burden bear, 

If under it I tremble, will not blame. 
This is no ocean for a little barque 

Which I now furrow with my hardy prow, 

Nor for a pilot who would labour shuu. 
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" Why art thou xti enamoured of tuy face, 

" Tlint the fiii i- iriinlcii eluium nu look from thee 
" Which flowers beneath the radiant light of Christ I 
" Here is the Jtoae, in which the Word divine 

" Became incarnate ; hero the LQies blow, 

" Which with their odours led the way to truth." 
So Beatrice spake, and I, with earnest zeal 

At her monk sun, r.miort ulmo to face 

The o'erpowering glory with a trembling lid. 
Even as mine eyes when shadowed by the gloom 

Have seen at times tlie m widow -tinting flowers, 

As a cleur ray came bruukiug through the cloud, 
So troojs of glorious splendours I beheld, 

By vivid rays illumined from above, 

Thi.uL'h in.', [in' suuree wiinice nil (Ink Kjilemli.-ur u ; : r 1 [ i ■ . 
Ah, Bower benign, which so imprcsseth tlicso, 

Thou hast siwcciidcd tlnit. I miglil regain 

The visual strength Tliy glory so obscured I 
The name of the sweet llower which 1 invoke 

Each morn and evening, held my soul absorbed 

In close observance <>t' the chiefest light. 
And soon as to mine eyes were made distinct 

The nature and the greatness of tho star, 

Which living rules above as once below, 
A torch came down from out the inner heavens, 

Forming a radiant circle like a crown, 

And this encompassed it and round it rolled. 
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Whatever melody most aweet in strain 

Here upon earth attracts tlio enraptured sense, 

Had been a, thunder clap to crack the ear, 
Crmtrcifriinl with the music uf this lyre, 100 

By which the sapphire beautiful was crowned, 

Which makes the blue of heaven more sapphire bright 
"I am angelic love ; round thee I roll 

" The joy sublime which from thy womb is breathed, 

" The sheltering place of our supreme desire ; ion 
" And I shall roll, oh, Queen of Heaven ! so long 

" As thou art near thy Sou, and shalt enrich 

" The Empyrean by thy presence there." 
Then to its close the rolling concord came 

Of the sweet music, and the other lights m 

All sounded forth the sound of Mary's name. 
The royal covering over all the spheres 

Of the great world, more glowing and more quick 

Near God's perfections and near God Himself, 
Was in its concave high from us removed j\s 

So distant, that its aspect was not yet 

To me made visible where I was placed ; 
Therefore my visual orbs possessed not power 

To follow in its course the crowned flame 

Which rose attendant on the seed divine ; m 
And like a child which to its mother's breast 
Extends its arms, after the sweet repast, 
Its heart's love breaking out in loving act, 
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Each of those stainless lights with upward sweep 

Lifted its crest, bo that the love supreme 

It bore to Mary was mode manifest- 
Then in my presence they continued there, 

Singing Itiyiim wli, and the song 

So sweetly rose, it restoth my delight 
Ah, flowing is tho plenty stored within 

Those arks most precious, which on earth have been 

The blessed sowers of eternal life ! 
Hero dwell, and in tho treasure all are glad 

Which was acquired with wol'|md^ and with woe 

In Babylon, where gold was gladly left. 
Hero triumphs, under the eternal Son 

And with the IiK-mmhI Mints, both old and new, 
He who of such high glory holds the key. 
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" Oh, ohosen guests to the great supper bid 
" Of the all-blessi!d Lamb, who ftiii'li'ili you 
" So that jour overy appetite is filled, 

" Si:i<;<; by the grace divine 1,1 ii- i>ru: f">n.'Ui-;t rs 

" Of the excess which from your table falls, 5 
" Before the hand of death his time prescribes, 

" Be ye considerate to his huge desire, 

" And with some showers bedew him, for ye drink 

" At that fount always whence his thoughts are drawn." 

Thus Beatrice spake, and all those spirits glad jo 
Became like spheres which rolled on fined poles. 
In brightness flaming as a comet doth. 

And as the wheels adjusted are in clocks, 
So that in turning he who notes shall see 
The first seem still while swiftly flies the last, 
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So in the whirling dance those sphere? revolved 
With movements various, and their gloria wealth 
Was judged by me as these were swift or slow. 

From tli;it ime k\\k':\ n;...st 1 ■( t i Till I deemed, 
I saw a fire come forth so wondrous bright, 
That in its circle none was brighter left ; 

And around Beatrice three times it turned, 
Singing a music so divine, the strain 
I cannot in my fancy now recall ; 

Therefore my pen description overleaps, 

For to depict such depths, nut merely words 
But even imagination colour lacks. 

" Ah, holy sister! so devout thy prayer, 
" Thou by tho ardent impulse of thy love 
" Detachest me from this resplendent sphere ;" 

Then pausing in its whirl, tho blessed flame 
Towards my lady turned the vocal breath, 
Which to the words I wrote had utterance given 

And she—-" Oh, light otcrnal of the man 

" So fJTeat, to whom uur Lord uniisi^iiL'd the keys 
" Of this most wondrous joy He bore to earth, 

" Search him on points both simple and profound, 
" As it may please thee, bearing on tho faith 
" Which gave thee power to walk upon the sea. 

" If he love well, boh'eve, and truly hope, 

" Is not from thee concealed, for lo thine eyes 
" Behold whore all things are as pictures soon. 
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" But since this realm hatli many citizens 

" Through tho truo faith, that this bo glorified, 
" Tis right that he be willed to apeak thereon." 

Juat as tho scholar silently prepares 

To meet the theme bin uilisU-v may [impound. 
To bo discussed by him but not defined, 

So I with every reason armed myself 

Whilst she was speaking, that I might bo prompt 
For such a querist, and cuiifussion such. 

" As a good Christian bo thy meaning plain ; 
" Say, what is Faith 1" on this I rained my bead 
Towards tho light from whenee the question came ; 

Then turned to Beatrice, and she at once 

Gave sign by look and eye that I should draft- 
Full from the inner fountain of my mind. 

" Ah, may tho grace which wills mo to confess," 
Then I begun, " Wfnir tho I '1 mrch's Prince, 
" Make i uy i.hsis l.nV.ii j^vi'i-.; ;mi] d;Mr." 

And I continued—" As the words of truth, 
" Full, nil, my fuliiLT. from thy hrotliCT's pen, 
" Who, dear to thee, with thee gave truth to Rome, 

" Faith is the substance of the tilings we hope, 
" It is the evidence of things not seen, 
" And this to me appears its quid est true." 

And then I heard—" Tiiou host the sense correot, 
" If thou conceivest well why it is placed 
" First among substances, and after, proofs." 
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When he had ceased, I said—" The things profound, 
" Which are ho freely open to me hero, 
" Are in the world so hidden from the sight, 

" That their existence rests in faith alone, 
" On which is stablished our sublimest hope, 
" And which 1>V substitute thcrefori! in expressed; 

" And on thin f 5 1 i t > > v.e sm cimst ruined to found 
" Our grounds of reasoning, with no proof besido, 
" Therefore the name of evideuce it bears." 

Then this I heard--" If upon earth the sum 
" Of doctrine win 1 thus ch'jivlv n:uier.-.i.i mil, 
" There would be found no room for sophistry." 

Thus did that breath of glowing love exhale, 
And added — " Nobly hath the test been passed 
" By this thy coin in purity and weight, 

" But tell me, is it treasured in (hy purse J" 
" Yes," I replied — " so shining and so round, 
" That of its impress I cau never doubt." 

Next from the light profound which glistened thoro ■ 
This question followed — ■" This most precious gem, 
" On which all other virtue hath its base, 

" Whence comes it !*' and I said — " In the rich shower 
" Of tho most Holy Spirit, which is shed 
" Over the Testaments, the Old and New, 

" The syllogism is found which hath convinced 
« So subtilly, that in the face of it 
" All demonstration fails to mo in force." 
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And then I heard — " The propositions both, 

" The old and new, which thy conclusions prove, 
" Wherefore dost thou regard them as divine 1" 

I said — " Ilia [iroof which bares to mo the truth 
" Rests on the works which t'oNoiv, and for these 
" Nature no irou heafs, no anvil strikes." 

Thus the rejoinder — " Say, who rnitkes thee Sure 
" That these things came to pass? that which itself 
" Hath need of proof 1h all thine evidence." 

" If without nnnu-lL's the world," I said, 

" Turned to the Christian faith, then that alone 
" Were miracle so great, all else were naught ; 

" For poor and hungry thou didst find thy way 
" Into the field to sow the precious seed 
" Which was the vine, and now, alas, tho thorn." 

Thus having said, the Holy Court sublime 

Thundered Te JDcum through the rolling spheres, 

And the groat l'rince who thus from branch to branch 
In bis examining h:ri Iwl me on 
Ti'l uiijiruncbi.d tou-.iri.'ii -he highest Lousrha, 

Again commenced — " The grace which sweetly spreads 
" In joy within thee hath thy lips unclosed 
" Unto such point as there was need it should ; 

" So what thy tongue hath uttered I approve ; 
" But now 'tis right that thou declare thy creed, 
" And whence the evidence for thy belief." 
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" Ah Spirit, blessed Father ! who dost see 

" What thuii didst so believe, thou wentest in 125 
" Within tlic toiuli before ths younger feet," 

1 then hegnn — " Thou wiliest I declare 
" The form of this my ever zealous faith, 
" And also would'st my reason for the same. 

" I therefore answer, I believe One God 130 
" Sole and eternal, who, Himself unmoved, 
" MoTOth all heaven by love and by desire ; 

" And for such faith, I do not merely find 
" In metaphysics and in physics proof, 
" But also in the truths rained down on earth 115 

" By Moses, by the Prophets, by the Psalms, 
" The Holy Gospels, an<l by you who wrote 
" Becauso the Spirit breathed in you its lire ; 

" In Persons three Eternal I believe, 

" Anil rjiOFio One Kiaen'A'. mi'i mj Our iuiJ Trine, 1111 

" Of the condition most divinely deep 

" Which I now touch on, oftentimes my mind 
" Hnth by tho Gospel doctrine been impressed. 

" This is the principle, and this the spark 145 
" Which, breaking forth in a more vivid flame, 
" Glistens within me like a star in heaven." 

As when the Master pleasant tidings hoars, 
His servant he embraces, full of joy 
At the good news, when he hath ceased to speak; ia ) 
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So, 1 1 1'oppii ig lili-ssin:;s liii 1 1 1 !_■ while it sin::, 

Throo times around mo rolled, when I had paused, 
Tlie Apostolic Ijiiiiji. :it whose command 

Mj mouth gave utterance to such welcome words. 
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If e'er it happen tliat my sacred song, 

In shaping which both Leaven and earth concurred. 
And which hath wasted me through many years, 

Vanquish the cruelty which Bhuts mo out 
From my fair fold, where as a Jamb I slept 
Beset by wolves which fiercely ravage it ; 

Then with another voice and hair more gray 
Poet shall I return, and shall receive 
At my baptismal font the laurel crown ; 

For there I found the entrance to that faith 

Which makes souls known to God, and was the cause 
That Peter round my forehead thrice revolved. 

Towards ua then a luminary moved, 
One of that blessed band from which came forth 
The prince of vicars left by Christ on earth. 
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And filled with jojfulness my lady said— 
" Behold, behold ; for lo ! the chief is here 
" Through whom the peoples to Galicia flock I " 

Aa when a pigeon scttleth near its mato, 
Tiie two in show of mutual fondness vie, 
Circling and murmuring their notes of love, 

So saw I one of those most glorious chiefs 
Made by the other welcome, and they gave 
Laud to tin! viiLfiils nf thi' tiijjli repast. 

But after interchange of greetings glad, 

K:u:h erirniu ulr in s-li'ties |il:tui!il iisulf, 

So full of glory that I veiled my face. 

Then Beatrice with smiling aspect said — 

" Oh, soul illustrious, by whose scripture men 
" Know the whole wealth of our celestial realm, 

" Mnko hope resound in this exalted heaven ; 
" Thou knowest thou didst symbol it so oft 
" As Christ HIe glory to the Three revealed." — 

" Lift up thy head, fear not, but be assured ; 
" ]■''>!■ 1 1 nit which :ii(lii'i- L-rj:i>etI] from Ohj enitli 
" Must liero bo riponed in our rays divine," 

Such comfort reached mc from the second Lamp ; 
And so 1 raised mine eyes unto the hills 
Which first had sunk them by eicees of power. 

" Siucc then the grace of our Almighty King 

" Wills tliou sliDiildrit, kuo, -till living, face to face, 
" The Palatines in Hie most secret hall ; 
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" So that the truth beholding of this court, 

" That Hope which unto earth such comfort brings 

" May through it strength to tin:..' and others givo, 45 

" Say, what it is, say hew the flu wit had root 

" Within thy mind, and say hum whence it cnino ; " 
Thin dill the second l.ijrlit. coiumuing speak. 

And she my suuitril guide who phuned my wings 

In loving guidance to such lofty flight, a) 
Ero I had tiiuo to answer, thus rejoined — 

" in tin- (.'luiirli snilii.itit iiu im"nl;rr iiidits 
" More rich in hop.', as may bo read in Him, 
" The Sun which casts its radiance o'er us all ; 

" Therefore to this one is vouchsafed to pass ^ 
" From Egypt's night unto .Jcriisiili'm's day, 
" Before the battle of his life is closed. 

" The other points, which from no need to learn 
" Are asked, but that to earth lie may report 
" How much to theo this "virtue giveth joy, gg' 

" To him I leave, for hard they will not prove 
" Nor breed vain-glory ; lot him answer give, 
" And may the grace of iU*\ accnril him aid." 

As pupil to his master answer makes 

-' Hop;: is a certain iM-.itiiig fi ■■]-." 1 said, 
" Of future glory, which causation hath 
" In grace divine and antecedent works. 
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" From many stars to me this knowledge came ; 

" But he who first instilled it in my heart 

'■ Was the great Psalmist (if the Sovereign Kinjj. 
'■ ' Lut them have hiii'O hi Tliee. ivhn kinm Thy n tiui:,' 

" In his most lofty song of praise he sings ; 

" And who knows not His name with faith like mine! 
" Thou hast bedewed me with such plenteous dew 

" Of thine Epistle since, that I am filled, 

Whilst thi;s i .;pake, n-abii'. "> 1 1 l 1 liiii:_' hair' 
Of tlirit gmit IhitiH! ilii;lii!iv i n ilviii hlsiw, 
Sudden and frci|ue:il, like the liylit unit's flash. 
I'ruiN tl.i- was bn.-ailml — ■" Tin 1 ;'.eal 11 ali uhii'h 1 Imrn 
" Towards that virtue which hath followed me 
" Even to the palm and the last battle field, 

" Wills mo once more to speak, for thy dolight 
" It ia, and sweet to mo, that thou shouldst tell 
" What is the promiso Hope to thee has given." 

Then I—" The Scriptures, Old as well as Ne», 
" Impress the murk, and this to me declares, 
" The souls whom liod in pleased to make ills friends. 

" I-iinh sakii, thai vnvii una shall be rluthed 
« In his own country with a double robe, 

" And there thy brother, more distinct and clear, 
" Where the white raiment of the saints he treats, 
" This revelation manifests to us." 
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And ns tho words were closing, then at onoe 
Sptrent in it high over us was hoard, 
To which gave answer all those dancing choirs ; 

Among them afterwards a light so flashed, 
That if in Cancer such a crystal shone, 
Summer would numt :l month of nisjlitless day. 

And as she rises, goes and joins the dance, 
The happy maiden, only to do grace 
To ilie new l.iriJo, ;in:i ii'.it iVom vain desire, 

So did I see the glowing splendour come 

Towards the two who In their circles whirled, 
Swift as became their ever ardent love 

It joined thorn, chanting tho same words and song, 
And then my lady fixed on them her look, 
And like a bride was motionless and still 

" Lo, this is he who leant upon tho breast 
" Of Christ our Pelican, and unto whom 
" At the cross foot the charge divine was given." 

Thus spake my lady, yet no mora had power 
To change the fiscd attention of her eyo 
After her words were spoken than before. 

Like him who closely scans and strives with pains 
To catch some portion of the sun's eclipse, 
And who in looking ends by losing sight, 

So was my case at this last glowing flame, 
Until I heard—" Why art thou blinded thus 
" At seeing that which here hath no abode 1 
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" In earth, and earth my body is, and there 
" Shall with the others rest till time complete 
" The appointed number of God's high decree. 

" In the blest cloister with the double robe 

" Are only thoi-*' two lights ju-il, rison 01: liij-'h, 

" And to your world this knowledge ehalt thou bear." 

The glowing circlet at these words was still, 
And with it ceased that dulcet harmony 

Of s<in^ coiiuningliriL.' id the Iriiud breath, 
Just thus, to tako repoao or peril shun, 

Before the oiirs .'ire plunged into the wave, 

All at the pilot's whistle ore at rest. 
Ah, with what trouble was my heart disturbed 

As I turned round to look on Beatrice, 

And had no power to see her, though I was 
Close to herself, and in the happy world ! 
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Whilst by my d:i/zlcd vision thus ]>crplexod, 

forth from tho blinding flaniu tho dazzling cause 
An utterance breathed which my iitterilion fixed, 

Saying — " Till thou rccm-errst the sense 

" B«gin, then, and declare where doth thy soul 
" Point its desires, and be assured of this, 
" Tbv is only liiuili'r.'il. nut destroyed ; 

" For she who t.hnmj;li this most transcendent realm 
" Conducts thee, h;ith t.liat virtue in her look 
" WMoh Ananias in his hand possessed." 

I said—" As it shall please her, soon or late 

; ' May hcEtliiiLT touch mino eyes, which were the doors 
" Through which aho camo with fire that over burns. 



CANTO XXV J. 



" The Good Supreme, which makes this Court conl 
" The Alpha is and Omega in all 

That wlf same voice that chased away the few 
Which had so suddenly my sense confused, 
Still filled my heart with earnest wish to speak ; 

Anil said — " Tis curtain through a finer sicvo 
" Tlniu limit be sil'li'd, and 'tia fit thou say 
" Who did thine anw point to such an aim." — 

" By reasons philosophic," I replied, 

" And by authority from heaven derived, 

" Such love must needs lie graven on my soul ; 

" For the true go.nl once ; L pprcti ended well 
" Tims love enkindles, and so much the more 

' " Ah in itself the goodness is supreme. 
' Hence to the Essence so pre-eminent 



" Siirl: t:-iulj L'j ir:y ::itcll:-'i:ii.c iviii aini-.vn 
" By him who proved to me the primal love 
" Of every essence having endless life. 

" Clear too it sounded from the Lord of truth, 
" Wlio said to Hones, speaking of Himself, 
" ' Bcforo thee will I make my goodness pass.' 
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" Clear, too, thou mad' at it in thine opening teit 
" Of the High Message, which proclaims on earth 
" Heavon'a secret with rerealment unsurpassed." 

And then I heard — " Let thine intelligence 
" And all authority conformed to it 
" Thy chief and crowning love keep for thy God. 

" But further say, if thou feel other cords 
" Draw thee towards Him, so that I may hear 
" How many motivci nniku thy luvu suprumi.'."' 

The holy pur[>05e of Christ's eugle here 
Was not obscure, for I at once perceived 
To what my faith's profession he would load. 

Wherefore I miumijieiHied — " Tht-.se reasons all 
" Which hare tho power to turn the heart to God, 
" Together work to draw my soul to Him ; 

" The world's existence, my own entity ; 

" The death that He sustained that I might live. 
" And that vmdi I and ail lielitvcrci liojm. 

" With (he full liri'iivK'.-lL!!' .-(ii(tci) of but now, 
" Have drawn mo from the sea of sinful love, 

" Tho leaves which tho whole garden beautify 

« Of the eternal Gardener, in so far 

" I love as Ho hath willed in them of good." 
As soon as 1 had ceased, a most sweet song 

Resounded through the heavens, and with the rest 

My lady " Holy, holy, holy, 1 ' said. 
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And as a piercing light the slumber breaks 

Through" the force visual which rcturneth back, 
As the gleam strikes the eye from coat to coat, 

And what he sees the awakened man avoids. 
All undiscerning in the sudden change, 
Until his judgment bringeth to him aid ; 

So every obscuration of my eyes 

Was chased by Beatrice with the beams of hers, 
Which threw their light more than a thousand miles ; 

Wherefore 1 saw more clearly than before, 
And almost lost in wonder I inquired 
Whose wns Ihe fourth lii.'lit in mir presence there. 

My lady answering, said- ■" Within those rays 
" With joy beholds his Maker the first soul 

As bends the folinyc of tin: : upmost houghs 
When the wind passes, and again rebounds 
By the indwellim: for^c whieh lifts it up, 

So was it with myself while she discoursed, 
Lost in my wonder; hut my courage came 
In the desire with which I burned to speak, 

And I began— " Oh, apple, which alone 

" In ripeness was produced, Father ! to whom 
" Each bride was daughter both in blood and kin, 

" With all humility I thee beseech 

" That thou wouldst speak to mo ; thou seest my wish, 
" And, that I sooner hear, I tell it not" 
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At times some animal its covering moves 
So that its inner restlessness is shown 
By the contortions of its envelope. 

In a like manner tho primeval houI 

Made me see clearly through ils outer veil 
How groat its pleasure was to give mo joy. 

Then breathing said—" Though not by thee expressed, 
" T yet. mi. iv |i:i]|>:il>!y ilisriurii lliv iv;sli 
'■ Thiiu thou (ho surest rloi_' thou knowest of; 

" For it is mirrored in the face of Him 
" Who in Himself reflecteth other things, 
" Whilst nothing in itself reflecteth Him. 

" Thou wouldest learn how long it is since God 

" Where Beatrice plum'd thee for thy flight sublime, 

" How long its beauty was mine eyes' delight, 
" And the true reason of the wrath divino, 
" Tho tongue I spake, the language which I formed. 

" Now, oh, my boh, the tasting of the fruit 
" Not of itself so great an exilo caused, 
" But solely the transgression of command. 

" There whence thy lady Virgil moved to help, 
" For years four thousand, hundreds three and two, 
" I longed to join this conclave of the blest 

" And him I saw to all the liglila return 

" Which stud bis course, nine hundred thirty years, 
" While in tho flesh I sojourned upon earth. 



CANTO XXVI. 



" The language wliich I spake was wholly lost, 
" Ero to the work which no completion hud 
" Tin- men Hi' Nimioil lursifnl tlmir iliL.iiL.-hb ami hands. 

" For novor work from human reason sprung 
" To humour man's desires, subject to change 
" From astral influence, long duration knew. 

" That man should apeak is simply nature's act ; 
" But to epeak thus or thus, then nature leaves 
" Man to do that as to himself may please. 

" Ero to the pains infernal I went down, 

" El was the name of Ilhn tho good supreme, 

'■ Wlurnue iiii this gdadm^s whkli surruiiiids mc etmies ; 

" Now Eli called ; such changes needs must be, 
" For mortal customs vary like the leaves 
" Upon the boughs, some come whilst others go. 

" Upon the mount most high above the surge 
" I was, both iunocetit and passion-stained, 

" To the sixth hour, us the sun's quadrant shifts." 
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To Father, Son, and Holy Spirit rose 
The song of glory from all Paradise, 

That which I saw to me seemed like the smile 
Of the whole universe, for both by sight 
And by the hearing did my transport oome. 

Oh joy, oh happiness ineffable ! 

Oh life complete, in love and holy peace ! 
Oh wealth secure without desire or dread I 

Before mine eyes the four transplendent lamps 
Moved not, and that one which had first appeared 
Began to flush with a. more vivid glow ; 

And such in its appearance it became 

As Jove would have become, if ho and Mars 
Had, being birds, their plumage interchanged. 



That Providence ffhioh here divides to all 

Tln.ir clmvyi: and nlt'ice, to the hallowed choir 
Had silence now on every hide imposed, 

When this I heard—" If I more brilliant shine, 
" In! nut. siirprist'd fur i'Vi.'U whilst yi.'l T speak, 
" These all in colour shall more glorious bo. 

" He who upon the earth my place usurps, 

" My place ! raj- place ! which is nn empty place 
" In the great presence of the Son of God, 

" Hath of my cemetery made a sink 

" Of blood, and garbage, where the wicked one, 
" Who fell from hence, finds his content below." 

Rich with the hue, which, from the facing sun, 
Tinteth the clouds at morning or at eve, 
1 now saw heaven's expanse all dappled o'er ; 

And like a Niudu-t maiden wh.> remains 
Sure of herself, and, when another falls, 

Su in her asp rl Hi ':it rice was changed ; 

And so in heaven must the eclipse liave been, 
When suffered on the cross the Power Supreme. 

Ho after this continued hia discourse 
And in a voice so altered in its tones, 
Not greater hub the chango his semblauco showed ; 

" The spouse of Christ was nurtured not with blood 
" Of Linus, or of Clitus, or my own, 
" For the more purpose of acquiring gold ; 



162 



CANTO XXVII. 



" But for the gaining of this blessed life, 

" f.'illlsl.US. Su.ttlH, I'llLB, ("l'inill dllllil 

" Their blood with weeping and with mighty who. 
" The purpose was [Jin ours, thai on tiio right 
" Of our aii<!ui;ssiirn seated should lie part 
" Of Christ's own people, part upon the left ; 

" Nor that the keys committed to my hands 
" Should 11 mere banner's benddry become, 
" To bear in cnmh.it against men baptized ; 

" Nor that my imayo should he made a seal 
" For lying privilege* bought and sold, 
" Raising my fVrininit. blush '.'f wrath and shame. 

" Clothed in the shepherd's robe rapacious wolves 
" Are seen from houco o'or all the pastures spread, 
" Ah, Clod the Avin-cr, wliercfuru slecpest Thou ! 

" Men of Cahni's and t in.-ieuHs me prepared 

" To quaff our blood ; ah, thou be^innim: srood, 

" But that high Providence, which in Scipio brought 
" Safety to Homo, the glory of the world, 
" Will soon bring succour, as my soul believes. 

" And thou, my son, who burdened by tho flesh 
" Must still return to earth, speak freely out, 
" And what I do not hido couoeal not thou." 

As tho earth's atme-sphere dn.jw down in showers 
Its gelid vapoura, when tho sun and horn 
Of the celestial gnat each other touch, 
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So I beheld on high the arther Hushed 

Which hail with us mailt sojourn hurt below. 

I fallowed with nunc ryes tlicir shadowy forms, 
Until so wide the space between us grew 
As to set limits to my visual power ; 

On which my lady, Booing ino released 

From upward observation, said—" Look down, 
" Behold how great a circuit thou hast made ! " 

Sineo 1 had downwards looked the former time, 
I saw that I had moved through the whole arc, 
Which the firat climate spans from noon to west; 

So beyond Cadi' thoiv I snv the course 

Clv;;*:'s t< ■ 1 1 1 [ j 1 h_- 1 1 . In; re mure twx\; tbo ;din:v 
On which Europa was so swoot a load. 

And more had I discovered of the site 

(If lids poor L'iulu;, ti.nl nut the sun advanced 
Onward beneath my feet one Sign and more. 

My ravished s.iul, which always took delimit 
In my dear lady, more than ever sought 
To turn again to her my yearning eyes; 

And if by nature or by art are formed 

Allurements for the eye to tempt the mind 
In mortal bodies, or in pictured shapes, 

All heaped together would as nothing bo 
To that divintrit joy which on me flashed 
When round I turned towards her smiling face ; 
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And then the force imparted by her look 
Tore me away from Leda's lovely nest, 
And thrust me into heaven's most rapid sphere. 

Its various parts moat vivid, most sublime. 
Are so alike, 1 have no power to tell 
Tho placo which Beatrice fur entrance chose. 

But she, who saw the point of my deBtre, 

Smiling began, and with such gladness fraught, 
That in her face the joy of God appeared ; 

" The nature of tho movement which retains 
" The centre still, and moveth all around, 

. " As from its starting place, beginneth here. 

" And in this heaven there is no other place 
" Thau tho eternal mind, where burns tho love 
" Which rolls it, and tlie in:'lui.!)ice it sheds. 

" It is surrounded with all lovo and light. 

" A- i' sun-uuruls [lie (ii:ii;VS, :i!iii lis b.iiinils 

" He who encircles it alone can know. 

" In other movements it no measure hath, 
" But they by it are measured, just as ten 
" Is by the five its half, the two its fifth. 

" And how it is that in this mighty vase 

" Time hath its roots, whilst others shew its leaves, 
" May now by thee be clearly understood. 

" Cupidity ! oli thou who plungcst men 

" Deep iu thy surges, so thai none hits strength 
" To lift his eyes to pierce thy waters through 1 
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" Of good intentions mortals show the flower ; 
" But raiu continued long transforms the fmit 125 
" And the rich plum becomes the shapeless prune. 

' Now faith and innocence are only found 
" In little infanta, since they both take flight 
" Before the cheeks are covered with the down. 

' Such, such a one, atill Hspins?, keeps the fails, ia> 
" Who afterwards, with loosened tongue, devours 
" At any season any kind of food ; 

' And such a one, litil! lisping', loves and hears 
" The mother's voice, who, with the power of speech, 
" In later days her burial longs to see. 155 

1 "da thus that human nature, the fair child 

Of hue ivho l;r:n_'.-. the morn aii'.l leaves the ni^ht, 
" First in its aspect white, becometh black. 

1 Thou, that thou nuyest not cam? of wonder have, 
" Know that on earth there is no governing head ; 140 
" Hence have mankind so Hindered from the way. 
But before January from winter pass, 
" Through time's small fraction upon earth ignored, 
" Those spheres of heaven shall be so loudly moved, 
That the great destiny, looked for now bo long, ltB 
" Shall turn the vessels' poops where point the prows, 
" So that the fleet .sliall steer its course aright; 
And the true fruit shall follow on the flower." 
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Duto tolwlda a i™[ tiKinL, nu ,l telinc Tnint of Hslil. Tlii, in lio Di.ino 
Ksae , [k-rii 1 1 i .Hi i~.nl Angela ami Nine Cboira iibleb 



When with the light of truth the present life 

As one, behind whoso luck a torch is lit, 

Sees in a mirror the extending flame, g 

Ere jet in sight, or thought, the torch itself, 
And turns about to bo assured the glass 

Tcllctli the truth, and (iiuls Hint it agrees 

With this, as doth the music with tho words, 
So to my own remembrance was recalled 10 

What I had done, looking in her sweet eyes 

Where love hud made (he nu! ivhxh held me hound; 
And oa I turned, and when mine eyes were struck 

By what appears in tho celestial book, 

Each time the mighty scroll is closely scanned, i 6 



Digitized By Google 



CANTO XXVIII. 



167 



So vividly, tlii! eye on which it burned 

Was closed perforce jyaii^t its piercing power ; 

And even the smallest star seen from the earth 
licsidc ir pli.ccd, iis in 1 1 si: sky is placed 
Star with its star, had seemed In size a inoon. 

Perhaps hh near as .-r.-i n^. tins halo's i-Liilt 

Around 1 1 jo Jehr \lliadj u:\v. the ■ ■ ■ ■ I ■ ■ 1 1 n i 1 1 lj. tints, 
When vapours bearing it most densely roll, 

In distance rotated a ring of fire 

Hn .wii'ily r.iimd the 1'oint, flint it sui-pa-ssod 
The quickest sphere of the great universe ; 

And this was cinctured l.y another ring, 
This by a third, tin; third wa.n by a fourth, 
This by a fifth, and by a sixth the fifth ; 

Noxt came the seventh circle so enlarged 

Could not hare spanned its full circumference ; 

And -o -ho tiisitli, iiiui ninth, and earli of these 
Mori: slowly moved accuidiu:; as its place 
Was at a distance greater from the One ; 

And that ring glowed with the most lucid flame 
Which nearest was to the pure central spark, 
Iteca'aso nielli inss ! i lost in its essence like. 

Then spake my lady w ho hail seen mo hold 
In curious wonder — " On that siujilc Point 
" Hang the whole universe and Nature's self. 
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" The rolling spheres so much the more divine, 
" As from the centre they aro more remote. 

" Wherefore to place a term to my desire 
" In this meat wondrous and angelic fane, 
" Which hath for limits love mid light alone, 

" I still would know why in one way alike 
" The copy and exemplar fail to go j 
" Because in vain are all my thoughts thereon." — 

" If to unloose such knot thy fingers fail 
" In their sufEcicncy, bo nut surprised ; 
" It is so light because it is nut tried." 

Thus spake my ladv, and continuing said — 

" Grasp what 1 tell thee wouldst thou be content, 
" And on it ghurjn.'ii well lliy iva-f uiiog powers. 

" 'Hit; ][e;i,vi.-!iS rr.;itet'!iil ;uo, uv li'iy;.' or mi, ill, 
" Proportioned to the virtuo less or more 
" Which ib diffused throughout thoir every part. 

" More great the goodness, so the bliss more great ; 
" A greater body holds a greater bliss 
" If all the parts ho equally complete. 
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" With that winch loveth moat nud knoweth moat. 

" Not to the outer space hut inner power 
" Of all those essences in rings disposed, 

" Thou shak behold concordance wonderful 

" From great to greater, and from small to less, 
" In every heaven, with its intelligence." 

As in serenity and splendour rests 

The aerial hemisphere, when Boreas Mows 
In the direction of his gentlest force, 

llceause the once oliscui'iu;; vapours flee 

Resolved ;mJ scattered, and the sky is glad 
With the whole beauty of its starry hunt ; 

Ho was myself seen as my lady brought 

Witli licr clear aiisnrc sin nr to my doubt, 

And like a star in heaven the truth was seen. 

And when her woi'ds had altogether ceased, 
Iron in fusion seattera not its sparks 
in other manner thrm (liu -e cireii ;; rl;i.lie:i. 

Eaeh spark new sparks emitted in its turn, 
So many wcro thoy, that they numbered more 
Than thousands doubled in the chequer's squares. 

From choir to choir I hoard Hoaannn peal 

Tow'rda the fixed Point which to the Ubi these 
Holds and shall always, where they always were ; 
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And she, who saw my hesitating thoughts, 

Then said — " The first two circles Iwtvc disclosed 

" The Cherubim and Seraphim to thee. 
" Thus swift they follow the attracting force m 

" To have His likeness, far as they have power, 

" And power they hnvt, juyt ns rhnr si^'lit sublimes. 
" Those other o.isciices which around them move, 

" They arc ii:iou:d Tliroiits of Hod's own fiu:o divine, 

" Since the tirM triun! ljUTiiivliy 1 lf-y cl.ised. iqj 
" And this thou oughtst to know : all have delight 

" Just as their vision pierces to the depths 

" Of Truth, whero all intelligences rest. 
" From wlience thou inaycst perceive, Beatitude 

" Hath its foundation in tlie act of sight, \ w 

" Not in the loving act, which after comes ; 
14 And of the sight the measure is good works, 

" Wiiioh spring (Vein ^r;n:^ imil froio roneiivrcnl will ; 

" Thus step by step the onward move proceeds. 
■' Tin: oilier trine ivliioll thus nn^.'jic- !;ii'ui.i 116 

" In this the plaeo of everlasting spring, 

" Which this noetunul liiiiu despoilcth not, 

lloMUiua enrols ivil.li pcrpi'1 usd chant 

l: ();' thn:i [old melody, which in tlie three 

' ! Orders of L;I:i,ilhes^ sounds, wiiieli :n:ikj Hie trine, i;,, 
" And in this hierarchy aro the three gods ; 

" First there are Dominations, Virtues nest, 

" And ncit the order third of i'owers succeeds. 
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Then in tin: l'IhiimI rin^s | ■•-unit iin:i; e, 
Aivhimjieh, l'] ini:i|):ilili!^ n-vulve ; 
Angela alone make joyance in the last. 
Those orders upwards all intensely gaze, 
" And so prevail below, that towards God 
" All are attracted, whilst they all attract. 
And wiiii Midi ih:l;IiIv ImiLriiiL-s I 'riiy- >■ njlil- 
■' To tuntciiLi'latc '.li.>i: Unk-rp. tl.Mt he nnmed. 
" And, like myself, described them in detail. 
Hut Greirury thought nut afterwards, as lie ; 
" Whence and so soon ae in tliia heaven his eyes 
" Were opened, he at his own error smiled. 
And if so great a truth to mortal sight 
" Was given on earth, let it no marvel seem, 
" For ho, who saw it here, shewed it to him 
' With many other truths those circles point." 
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When the ivu (.■tiiliiren (if L:itfil):[ II si 

In Aries' and in Libra's covering signs, 

And of the same horizon make a zone, 
What time tho zenith both in balance holds, 

Till one iuid other from the circle fled, b 

Change hemisphere and break the equipoise, 
So long, with face all beautiful with smiles, 

Was Beatrice silent, her unfaltering gaze 

Fixed on that point which had bo conquered me. 
Then she began — ■" I know and do not ask 10 

" What thou wouldst hear, for I have soon it there 

" Where every Ulti every Qitando points; 
" Not to become more blessed in Himself 

" (Which cannot be), but that His glorious beam 

" In others shining might SubsUlo say, is 
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• In Hia eternity, before all time 
" And all man's comprehension, as He willed, 
" The eternal Love was in tlie angels shown. 

' Nor before this did lie inuetive rest, 
" For there was neithor after nor before 
" Until the Spirit on the waters moved. 

1 Matter and Form conjoined, and virgin-pure, 
" Sprang from the act which no shortcoming knew, 
Li As from n three stringed bow three arrows fly ; 
And as in crystal, amber, or in glass, 
" The ray so gloneos, time no moment hath 
" Between its advent and the full display , 
So from its Lord did the triform effect 
" Come forth at once in essence all complete, 
" Without distinction at its genesis. 
Then, too, in order absolute were fixed 
" These substances, and in the universe 
" Tliey highest i^are in which pure a.:tiim reigned. 
Pure matter holds creation's lowest place ; 
" !:i liie mid region bonds so firm unite 
" Matter witli action, they are never loosed. 
To you hath Joromo of tho angels told, 
" How their creation had been ages long 
" Before the universe besides was formed ; 
But this my truth is read in many tents 
" Of those who by tho Holy Spirit wrote, 
" And thou shalt see it if thou studiest well ; 
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" And even minim can perceive in part, 

" Fur it would not consent that moving powor 

" Should rest so foni; without its work to do. 45 
' Xnw liiu.wr-l Mint] while erviileil, when and huw, 

" Those holy creatures were, so that are quenched 

" Already throe, hot sparks of thy desire. 
' In numbering thou hadst not to twenty reached, 

" Kit; part of that angelic host had brought 

" Disturbance to your elemental world. 
' The rest remained, and that sweet work began, 

" Which thou pcrccivcst, and their joy is such, 

" That they will ever in those circles roll. 
' The springhead of the fall Mi in the pride 55 

" Pressed by the world's whole gravitating weight 
' Humble were those whom thou now seest here 
" In gratitude to goodness infinite, 

" Which made thetu fit for such perception high ; M 
And hence their .sense 1 f snini; was enlarged 

" l!y grace enlightening, and their own deserts, 

" Resolved ami [lerfeet thm/fi'iv is their will. 

I would not thou shouldst doubt, but be convinced 

" That there is merit in receiving grace, be 

" In measure as love opens to its flow. 
Now round this consistory of the blest 

" Thou mayest, if thou hast rightly stored my words, 

" And without other aid, to fulness gaie. 
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But since 'tis taught on earth, and in your schools, 
" That the angelic essence is of kind 

" The truth which men unsettle in the world, 
■ " TIu-ijikcIk s ini' by kiu.-Ii UMijhiiijr struHgi;. 

Ttit'MJ :;!Lli.-,i;Lll;.l S luLVLDLT vi.il f.'l:l'.illf:iS OILCO 

" (lie face of (!iid, (unu'il not their eyes 

" Away from Him, from whom is nothing hid ; 
Thcrcfuri! their vision is by objects new 
" At no time iruiiblnl, therukHv hath net dl-uiI 
" Ideas to recall which now are past 
This being so, men, sleeping not, yet dream, 
" Some holding that they teach tho truth, some not ; 
" But with the latter rests the greater shame. 
You move not there IjuJuw liy fjuo true path 
" Philosophizing, so much are you led 
" By fond display and its engrossing thought. 
Yet. init',vil]is::ai(li]":uf, ibis is vic«vii above 
" With lcs.s displeasure linn v-hcre Holy Writ 
" Is thrust aside, or with false glosses read. 
Yi-.ii t.liink nut in. v.- much !.■!.■,,,?.; it cost on earth 
" To sow the seed, nor of the joy in heaven 
" O'er hint who liiiuili-y iji.Lkt.-ili it. bis lav,-. 
Each one is hilioiu-iug to ap[ic;ir profound 
" And weavo his own conceits ; these are tiio toxts 
" The preachers handle ; not the Gospel truths. 
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' One says the moon rolled backward in her path 
" At the Lord's passion, and bo interposed, 
" That the sun's light reached not the darkened earth 

' Another, that the very light was hid 

" ■''}' Span::!'';!. Indian or liy .lew iviis seen, 

' One single year hears more vain fables simml 
" From Florence pulpits than the eye may note 
" Lapi and Bindi crowding in her streets ; 

' So that the flocks h hiuh little knowledge have, 
" Turn from the pastures pastured by the wind, 
" And not to Bee their loss is no oicuse. 

; Christ to His first assembly did not say, 
" Go forth and preach vain babblings unto men, 
" But gave the apostles the foundation true ; 

: And with such power this Bounded from their lips, 
" That in their combats to extend the faith, 
" Alone the Gospel was both shield and spear. 

■ Mm now v.- i r ! i y..:~,t.:, and iiiih la;:)b:>iie!-iefl 

" The preacher preaches, ami if hearers laugh, 
" Pleased is his vanity ; 'tis all ho seoka! 

■ En! ;ti the Infill a bh>! 1 im1 1 1 made its lies!., 

" Which could tho vulgar see, they would perceive 
" The line indulgences on whieh they lean ; 
' Through these hath folly so increased on earth, 
" That without proof by any witness given, 
" Men would to any promise blindly trust. 
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" And things besides more evil thiin his swine, 
" Paying with money which no mint had coined. 
But having thus digressed so far, 'tis good 
" That now no turn towards the rood direct, 
" So that thy path be short as is the time. 
Those angol natures rise from rank to rant 130 
" So vast in number, that no tongue can tell, 
" Nor man*s conception to the total reach. 
And if thou rcad'st what Daniel hath revealed, 
" There sholt thou find the sum determinate 
" Beneath the thousand of his thousands hid. i K 
The Primal Light, which i~t'li;itns on them all, 
" In ways as various is by them received, 

Wherefore because the affection of the soul 

" Follows the act of sight, the joy of love m 

" la warm w.\ fa'vent vurii'LisIy in these. 

Behold thou now how great the height and breadth 

" Of the Eternal Power ! — dispersed throughout 

1; Unnumbered mirrors in His imago made, 

The same He still remains, one as before." 14B 
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Dintc arcs the hiimvof ll.-r.tri.-c Inn™* in clorynml lvi-indull hi< ponon at 
llmcriptiiili. ]!■■ islMiw 1:1 !]..■ Klii|ivwia. i!r a riv.r hum n-hlrii riso 

anil inu iliicb Ogata Ml ajiart-j in (flL'tiiliiur nwinliling gc.mi. Tim Facta 

Distant, from us, perhaps sis; thousand miles 

Tho sixth hour glows, and now this earth inclines 

Its shadow almost to the horizon's plane. 
When the mid vault of heaven high overhead 

Begins to show such signs, that, many stars | 

Cease to be seen from these our earthly depths; 
Anil us the b:-ilii:;lit hiuidliuiii oi' the sun 

Moves in advance, ti vi-s of heaven arc closed 

Star after st.iv even io its hri.u'htest orb ; 
TilUB the angelic cliuira which evermore x 

Play round the Point which overpowered my sight 

Anil soenieil o Hi ainnl hy i.~:\:J. ■■x'ui-At il <ioi;t:iins, 
By small degrees from vision passed away, 

Wliercfore I turned mine eyes to Beatrice, 

Now seeing nothing and by love constrained. u 
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If nit that has been said of her till now 

Wore here summed 141 into one term of praise. 
It would lie feeble help for present need. 
The beauty which I saw so far surpassed 
Not merely man's conception, that I think 
Its Milker only could its fulness taste. 
Hero iu ray narrative I own defeat. 

So groat that never passage of his theme 
Comio or tragic Poet more subdued ; 
For as the sun makes void the enfeeble'] si.dif, 
So the remembrance of her gentle smile 
Did paralyse the action of my mind. 
From the first day on which her face I saw- 
In mortal lite unto this present time 
The progress of my song was never checked ; 
But I must now desist, and in my verso 
Further of her high beauty cease to sing, 
Liko every artist at tho crowning touch. 
Thus beautiful, as to a loftier note 

I left her than my trump can sound which now 
Proceeds its arduous labour to conclude, 
With voice and action of an earnest guide 

She recommenced — " Lo ! wo have now emorged 
" From the prime sphere to heaven which is pure 
" Light intellectual and full of love, 

" Love of true good, of very gladness full, 
" Gladness superior to all other joy. 
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" Here shalt thou see tho boats of Paradise, 

" Both orderH, and the one in fashion suoh 

" A-; tlio'l shall S'>u It at tilt List assiir.' 45 
As Mi iJirti !i:<!,;i;Lii:i i ■ ! 1 1 1 ■. - 1 i - 1 1 J ] ii1 : h. 

The visual forces, bo us tu deprive 

Tho eye of power to sea tho plainest things ; 
Hi, ili.i the ]ivin_' li:;lit ;iri'imil ilk' Hash, 

Leaving mo swathed in such a covering veil w 

Of its own brightness, nothing else I saw. 
" The Love which gives this Paradise its peace . 

" Greets always with such welcome His elect, 

" To moke the taper suited to its Same." 
No sooner had my miud received tlie sense ffi 

Of these short words than I at once perceived 

The virtue in me mightily increased ; 
And with fresh power of sight I was supplied, 

So that no radiance, howsoever pure, 

Could iiavc bruii.ul)! illv.1 uf covering to mine eyes. jo 
I saw a light which like a river flowed, 

Flashing with waves of glory, both its banks 

Rich with tho wondrous livery of spring. 
Forth from thin river is.*]!*] living sparks, 

And these on eveij side dropped on the flowers, & 

Like unto rubies which are set in gold. 
Then as if drunk with odours, these again 
I'lutig::;'; ill die body of the glorhniH stream. 
And as one entered, eaiiie atiuther forth. 
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" The doep desire which fires thee now, and stirs 70 
" Thy soul to understand thine eye's report 
" Pleases mo more in measure of its depth. 

" But of this water thou hast need to drink, 

" Before the thirst so great in thee he quenched j" 

Thus spake to mo she of mine eyes the sun ; js 

Adding — " The river and the gems which pass 
" In it and out, the smiling of the flowers 
" Faintly prefigure their reality; 

" For these things arc not of themselves obscure, 

" But in thyself the imperfection lies, so 
" For yet thy vision has not soared so high." 

Never did child with more impetuous haste 

Turn to ir.rf iuoMii'f's roilL if rnustid frimi sli_".'p 
Somewhat more li-rdiiy lli:tn i~- its wont, 

Thau did myself, :. i 1 ■ mine t'ves Iiecome ss 
Still better mirrors, bend towards tin. 1 wave 
Which flows to enlarge the vision of the soul. 

And soon as drank of it the very edge 

Of mine eye's lids, at once to me it seemed 

No more that it had length, but now was round. ao 

Then as the actors in a masquerade 

Look other than they were when they are stripped 
Of the false features under which they hid ; 
So I perceived to greater gladness changed 

The flowers and sparks : »nd lo, I then behold a-j 
Made manifest the two great Courts of Heaven. 
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Oh, God's great splendour. I through which, beheld 

The inighiv triumph of (lie rculm i>f truth, 

How I beheld Thee give me power to tell ! 
Above is light which maketh to be scon iro 

The All-Creator by th.it creature's sense 

Who finds bin pence alone in seeing Him, 
And it enlargeth in the circle's form 

So mightily, that its circumference 

Would be tun large a jut! < cllt> Tor the sun. m 
So much as seen of it was as one ray 

Gilding the summit of the primal sphere, 

Which Ounce derives it? lifr ;ind active [imvcr. 
And as a hill in water at its foot 

Looks ns it were to sec itself bedecked, no 

When it is rich in verdure and in flower, 
So leaning o'er die Light and nil around 

I saw on seats unnumbered, looking thus, 

All of mankind from earth to heaven returned. 
And if the lowest rank have in itself i 1B 

A light, so radiant, ah. how glorious then 

The outer leaves of the celestial Rose ! 
My vision in the fulness and the height 

Was not confounded, but embraced the whole, 

Both the amount and nature of the joy. iai 
Nearness and distance add not there nor taio, 

For where God without, mediate agents works, 

The law of nature hath no longer place. 
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In the gold centre of the eternal Roae, 

Which spreads, by stub's rises, breiLthin;,' forth 
Odours of praise to the ever vernal sun, 

Like unto one who silent jet would speak 

Did Beatrice draw me, and she said— " Observe 
" How vast the assembly of the milk-white robes ! 

" Behold our city and how hir^e its bounds ! 
" Behold so filled are these our countless, seats 
" That few now occupants are needed now ! 

" On that great throne on which thine eyes ore fixed 
" With woudor at the crown above it placed, 
" Ere at these linly nujil ials llmu shalt sup, 

" The soul shall tjit, on earth to lie august, 

Of the great Henry, who will cnine to bring 
" Order to Italy ere it be prepared. 

" Tho blind cupidity which bewitches men 

" Shall make their actions like the little child's, 
" Which, hunger-dying, drives its nurse away. 

■ Tllllll ih the i-:n:C»<i [Willi; -ll:;)] Jilllhirli' 

" Ouo who by open as by secret ways 
" Shall not go with him in his royal path, 

" But after this <jod shull not brink dim lunsr 
" In his high office, for ho shall be plunged 
" Where Simon Mniius hu'.vls fur his deserts, 

" And lower still d'AIagna shall be thrust." 
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Description of thfl iwo Court* irf Up-arm. New numb of lEnagEoaEion ind partly. 
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Like a white rose, then, both in hue and form 
Was shown to me the army of the saints, 
Whom Christ had made His own with His own blood ; 

The other hoat which in their flight behold 

And sing Ilia glory who their love inspires, 5 
And that grout L-nuitm/ss whence their glory comes, 

As in the summer flowers a swarm of boes 

Ollt! mi.:UL'i.t. [Miliar Ihuilisdvir-i, the in.'jt r.iturn 

To where their labour is with honey crowned, 
In the great flower descended, which 1m decked jo 
With leaves unnumbered, re ascending thence 
To where their Love hath Hie eternal homo. 
Their facea all were aa the living flame, 

Their wings wero golden, and all olse so white, 

There is no snow with whiteness so unstained. is 
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While in the flower they dipped, from rank to rank 

They scattered round the fervour and the pence 

Whioh they acquired fanning thoir wiiurs in heaven. 
>"or though betweeu the Flower and Throne above 

Tliuro was m (Treat u multitude .111 wing, 20 

Did this obatruct the spleudour or the view ; 
Because the light divine ho penetrates 

The world in rncaBure of receptive, power, 

That nowhere can an obstacle exist 
This realm so peaceful, so with gladness filled, % 

Rich in the saints of Scripture Old and New, 

Turned to ono point alone desire and eye. 
Oh, Triune Light, which in a single star 

Thus sparkling, makes their vision bo content, 

Look on the storms which ravage us below ! go 
If the Barbarians eoiuiiia fii'in the laud 

Which is by Helicc covered every day, 

As near her son beloved she ever rolls, 
Ik'liokliny Home, and her imperial towers 

Were dumb with wonder, when the Latcran a 

In splendour all the works of man surpassed ; 
T -Aliii liail [■(jiti« fi-iim limum-i to divine. 

Who to eternity from time had come, 

From Florence to a people just and wise, 
Ah, with what stupor must I needs be filled ! w 

Truly between the stupor and the joy 

It was delight to hear not, and be mute. 



I caused mine eves to rovi 1 IViim rank to rank, 
Now up, now duwii, now in tile circle round. 

Faces 1 saw which inuVL'd the heart to love, 

(Uoriuus in holy mid their own smiles, go 

And movements rich in all that givcth grace. 

The figure general of I'ai-jdisO 

Already was couecivesl in my survey, 

But yet no single point mine eye hod atuyed ; 

And with incrcaso of eagerness I turned 55 
Towards my lady to inquire of tiling 
Which wakened doHl'ts to inflate my mind. 

I looked for one, another made reply, 

An aged man, clothed lis the glorious saints. w 
eyes were gloiving. hi- ehorks sutliise'.l 

With jo\ heniL'ii, :ii)il :is it ini<*1it become 

A tender father so his gestures were. 
" Where then is she)' 1 — 1 lustily exclaimed. 

And ho replied ; — " Thy longings to content, & 

" Beatrice hath stirred me from my home of rent ; 
" And thou ahult see her if thou upward look 

" In the third eirele from the highest rank, 

" Upon the throne hor merits made elect" 
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I answered nut, but lifted up mine eyes, 
And I beheld lier an she were a crown 

Xo eye of mortal man wjijj distant more 
However deep in the jrivat. oreati plmijyed, 

Tliaii was lium IVa: i - i ■_■ l" t ] !■_ .-.! r let) of iiiiiil : 
lint tins was mi obstnit I ion, fr.r Her fiirm 
Came down to me tlmni^li medium undisturbed. 

" Oh Thou who makest evergreen my hope, 
" Lady, who for my safety didst not scorn 
" To leave thy traces in the realm of hell ; 

" Of things so many which mine eyes have seen, 
" To tiiy beneficence aud power i uuo 
" The grace and force the glory to behold. 

" I was in slavery : thou ha;.t made mo free, 
" By every method and by all the means 
" In which the virtue lay to make mo so. 

" Preserve in me thy rich magnificence, 

" So that the soul, thou hast, restored to health, 
" May thee ciiuloni- when from the body loosed." 

Such was my prayer : and she. although she seemed 
Wo distant fur. looked upon me and smiled, 
Then to the Fount Eternal turned away. 

The aged saint then spake — " That to tho end 
" Of thy great journey tliou may est surely reach, 
" For which T have been sent by prayer and love, 
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" Over this garden let thine eyes take Bight, 
Fur in l:i'l)'il l:r::r it *\v.-'.\ llii'j lu-nuiru 
" More force to penetrate tho ray divine ; 

" And she, the Queen of Heaven, for whom I burn 
" With such deep love, shall do 113 every grace, 
" ['...vliiim' her faithl'iil lVriiLi'.l I n:n milled. " 

Like him who haply from Croatia comes 
To see our Veronica, and in awe 
Of its great glory cannot gaze enough, 

And whilst he gnzes thinketh to himself, 

Christ Jesus, oh my Lord, one God and true, 
Was then thy holy countenance like this! 

So was I, seeing in its living light 

Tho lovo of him who on this earthly Stage 
Tasted in contemplation heavenly peace. 

" Tliis joy celestial, oh. thou child of j. f r,ice," 
Ho then began, " by thoo shall not bo known, 

" So that thou see upon her throne the Queen 
" Who by this realm is worshipped and obeyed." 

I raised mine eyes, and as when mommy luwiks, 
The custom part of the huni<.n shines 
With brighter light than where the sun d 

So, from uome valley passing, as it wore, 
To some high hill, I in tho loftiest zone 
Saw one point brighter far than all around. 
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And aa that part where men the Chariot wait, 

Which Thaeton failed to guide, more brightly glows, 
And elsewhere light in measure groweth faint, 

So this pacific oriflamme did flash 

In central brightness, whilst on every side 
Just in proportion shone a feebler flame. 

And at tliis centre with extended wings 

liriniiVllL' ri!1i.'i!!s lll'J'liicHi^f! 1 «;!»', 

Each with a joy anil brightness of its own. 
There at their ahoral movements and their songs 

I saw such beauty smile, that at the sight 

The eyes of all the other saints were glad. 
And if I had as great a wealth of words 

As of imagination, still my pen 

Would dread to paint the least of her delights. 
When Bernard saw so earnestly mine eyes 

Fixed and intent on Mary's quickening warmth, 

His own with such great lovo towards her turned, 
That mine became more ardent in their gaze. 
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With loving eyes still fixed that saintly soul, 
Although unasked, assumed ilie teacher's part, 
And in these holy words began to teach— 

" The wound lvhieh liles.^'d .Man- closed and healed, 
" She at her feet bo fair to look upon 
" Opened, and by her disobedience chafed. 

" In .n-iiei' nl' the sr iis. iii the Ihiid rank, 
" Below her sitfei.li KilhIil'I, and heboid 
" There alao eitteth Beatrice herself. 

" Samli, lli'beci'i!. .Indlib, am! with them 
" Her from whom sprang I ho I'sidmist, who eiclaimcd 
" Met miserere sorrowing for his sin, 

" Thou mayest perceive thus downward seat by seat 
" Succeed each other, as I naming each 
" Go by the Rose, defending leaf by loaf. 
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As don a to it. so f'om the Bevcntli step down. 
" !n ordered seiiucin.T Hebrew women come, 
" Dividing nil tfio petals of the flower ; 

" Faith looketh Hpon Christ, these are the wall 
" Winch tiiiilics pai iii.-on in l!'e huh- stein. 
On this sine where the llnwer is =l!I complete 

Willi i\ lii.lt we!, ti "I' I'ulii!^'. )nm- their senfs 
" Tliosc who believed in Clu-ist tlionyli vet to come ; 
Whilst on the oilier, where by meant space 
" Are cut the stmidrcles, those are placed 
" Who saw Christ come already ami believed. 
And as at this port the most glorious throne 
" Uf heavens lii^H lady and the other seats 
" Below it such a separation make, 
So in the opposite, the seat of John, 

" Augustino, Francis, Benedict, and then 

" From rank ti> rank tlie vest in order down. 

Saw ilu r.huu murk Gt:d's providence divine, 

" For the two mentioned aspects of the Faith 

" In like proportion sliall the garden fill. 

And know that downward from the atop which cuta 

" The two divisions at their central space, 

" No one hath seat by morit of his own, 
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' But by another's under terms defined ; 
" For they are nil souls from the flesh let loose 
" Ere light they had to choose the way of troth. 
1 This from their fiuus thou canst well perceive, 
" Ami iilso IViiiji t ht-ir vires' childish tones, 
" If thou with eye and ear give careful heed. 
' Now doubtest thou and silent art in doubt ! 
" But I shall loose from thee the potent cords 
" lly nh.di tliy mi:>!]o Mirm^lits" retain tliee bound. 
' '7 1 thin the amplitude of this high realm 
" A chance event can never have a place, 
" Just as can never, sadness, hunger, thirst, 
For by eternal law, whatever here 
" Thou see'st, is stablished, with adjustment true 
" As to the finger corresponds the ring. 
Therefore this swarm of souls hurried unripe 
" To the true life, aro sint causa not 
" Lchs or more excellent among themselves, 
The King by whom this kingdom lies at rest 
" In so much love, in so much pure delight, 
" That no desiro may dare to pass beyond, 
AU minds creating in the aspect glad 
" Of Hia own joy, as He is pleased, endows 
" With grace unequal, let the fact suffice ! 
And this is pointed out express and clear 
" In tho most holy Scriptures, where the twins 
" Even in their mother's womb wero stirred to wrath. 
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" Wherefore as in tho colour of tlio hair 

" The grace is vnriuus. no Ihc light fiuprcim' 
'• Those spirits wit.li rJosn-cCH 'if glory crowns. 

" Thus then, without all merit of their works, 
" In different ranks of order ore they placed, 
" Differing alone as first by grace endowed. 

" In tho incipient ages of the world, 

" With innocence, salvation to make sure, 

" No more was needed than the parent's faith. 

" After the earlier ages passed away, 

" Then to give strength unto their innocent wings, 
" Wbb circumcision needful in tho males. 

" Bat when at length the day of grace arrived, 
" Without completed baptism of Christ, 
" Such innocence in limbo was retained. 

" Fix now thy gnzo upon the face which most 
" Resembles Christ, for it alone is bright 
" To make thee capable of seeing Christ" 

I saw upon her rain so great a shower 
Of holy ^l:tihii.-.-s by thi.- nii^s broii-iIit, 
Created through these heights sublime to fly, 

Not all, whatevor I had seen tih then 
With such an admiration hold me bound, 
Nor showed me anything so like to God ; 

And that sweet spirit, which descending first, 
Ave Maria gratia p/eiia sang, 
Before hor spread tho glory of his wings, 



From every part of the celestial court, 

■'i'l ll.il! ,il,i(Tl< ... ,.|||, ,] mi,]-,., ('nil u|" pi.-ii.l-i 

" All blosrtkl fUtliLT ! who iliwlainest not m 
" For me thus low from Hint sweet pliice to come 
" Which by decree eternal is thy Boat ; 

" Who in tlnit nngel who beholds our Queen, 
" Looking wit], j„y eo great into hor eyes, 

" That all enamniiml liu appears like tire)" 10B 
Thua tho i ust ruu t ions ojicl- it'iiin I sought 

Of Him. whom Mary made more beautiful, 

Just as the star of morning by the bud. 
Ho answered mo — " Boldness and gentle grace, 

" All that may be in angel or in soul, i in 

" la found in him, and so we wish it should ; 
" For this is he wlm hove to earth the palm 

" To blessed Mary, when the Son of God 

" Willed that Himself should bear the load for men. 
" But como thou now ami with thine eyes observe Jl5 

" Whilst I am hpi^kiiiu. the n'nuwiied peers 

" Of this most holy empire and most just. 
" Those two who sit so high and fuller seem 

" Of happiness because so near their Queen, 

" Are as it were the roso's doublo root. 1£0 
" He on tlie left hand who is nearest her, 

" That father is whose daring appetite 

" Caused man such wuful bitterness to taste. 
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" Of holy Church, to whom by Christ was give 
" The keys in trust of this delightsome flower. 

" And he who saw before lilt hour of death 
" All the sad sorrows of the comely spouse, 
" Won by the spear and by the cruel nails, 

" Sits near to him ; and near the former nits 
" That lender, under whom on manna lived 
" The ungrateful people tinkle, stiff of neck. 

" To Peter opposite see Anna sit, 

" With gazing on her daughter so content, 
" She sings Hosanna, but no eye she moves. 

" And fronting the great, father of mankind, 
" Is seated Lucia, who thy lady moved, 
" That hour thine eyelids drooped in downward flight. 

" But since the period of thy vision floes, 

" Here let us pause as the good workman doth, 
" Who oa he has the cloth so outs the robe ; 

" That thou, as far as possible may pierce, 
11 Beholding him, into His glorious light. 

" Truly, and lest ncrhaprs than tallest hack, 

" Moving thy winpj. and thiu:;:n« to advance; 
" With prayer it needs thee to solicit grace, 

" The grace of her who hat]) the power to help ; 
" And with affection do thou follow me, 
" So that thy heart be one with what I say ; " 

And then his holy prayer ho thus commenced. 



CANTO XXXIII. 
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Oh, Virgin Mother, iliu^iiter of tliy Sou. 

" Humblest and greatest of created things, 

" Purpose elect of the eternal mind, 

Thou — thou art she who hath suoh glory brought. 

" To human nature : He did not disdain 

" Himself its Maker to becomo its work. 
Within thy womb rekindled vns tbo love, 

" The warmth of which has caused that blessed flower 

" In everlasting peace to germinate. 
Here unto us thou art the noonday sun 

" Of holy love, and on the earth below, 

" Thou art the fount of ever living hope. 
Lady, so groat thy might, so potent thou, 

" Whoever eeeketh grace and Becks not thee, 
• He -wills a flight without tho wings to fiy. 
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■• T<> liiiFi '.vLu issks ii. but- imeeiuiti'd tiimw 
" Has freely given liufurr -In' prayer was made. 
" la thee is mercy, pity is thy name, 

" Glory supreme is thine, in thee ia heaped 

" WhaleVr [."njiiiii'ss ill fin.' crcillill'i; lie*. 

" He who here conieth from the lowest hell 
" Of the great universe, ami who hath Been 
" In the three realms, in tum, the spirit lives, 

" Prays unto thee for that high grace of power 
" Which may enable him to lift his eyes 
" Unto the height sublime of sovran bliss. 

" And I who never sight for self did crave 

" Warmly aa now for him, my prayers present, 
" And this I pray, that these may not bo nulL 

" For thou canst set him free from every cloud 
" Born uf his mortal nalum by tliy ja-nytrix 
" So that he clearly see tbo joy supremo. 

" I pray thee, too, oh Queen, with whom the will 
" Is equal with the power, that thou preacrvo 
" After stith vision bit ^(ll'utiotis sound. 

" Let thy protection human jxissioii uliuck ; 
" Behold how Beatrice, how many saints, 
" To make my prayer prevailing, clasp their hands." 

Those eyes in which God tnkcth such delight 
Filed on the speaker, made it seen indeed 
How veiy sweet to her arc prayers devout. 
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They then were turned towards the Kternal Light, 
And into thin may none believe that eye 
Of other creature ever saw so clear. 

And I who was approaching to the goal 
Of all l'H!i_'iiii. r .i. l<-h! within Myself, 
Ah happens oft, the ardour of deaire. 

Then Bernard smiled, ami ninde to me a sign 
That I should upward look, but I had done 
By uiy own impulso an his wishes willed ; 

For now my power of wight becoming pure 
Did deep and deeper penetrate the ray 
Of the gront Light Divine and very Truth. 

From this timo forward greater was my sight 
Thau human speech, which at such vision fails, 
Aud to such glory memory cedcth place. 

As he who in bis slumber some thing seen, 

And tho dream piiasii]!,' <>(i; (he impression holds, 
Although tiie dream itself return no more, 

So did I feel, for almost wholly gouo 
My vision was, and yet within my heart 
Distilled the Hweelue-ss t.kit ihi'i'eof waa born. 

Thus doth tho snow loso form before tho sun, 
And by the wind in tho light stirring leaves, 
Thus was the sentence <if the Sibyl lost. 

Oh, Light Supreme, who art so raised above 
Tho thoughts of mortals, to my memory grant 
A second glimpse of what Thou once appeared, 
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And mako my tongue so eloquent of speech, 
That of Thy glorious self one spark at least 

And in these versus even ;i feeble sound, 

Thy might victorious- shall miike better known. 

I think, .-o iivei-pimeiluL; was its force, 
I had been blinded by that living my, 
Had I once sought to turn mine eyes aside. 

And I remember I my courage roused 
Its glory to sustain, so that my gaze 
In union met the Almighty infinite. 

Oh, grace abounding whence (lie boldness came 
By whioh mine eyes did jiivree the Eternal Light 
So far that, vision there was wholly spent ! 

In its abyss I saw togother held, 

Bound in ono volume, with the clasp of lovo, 
All that is spread T.lmiiurhniit me world at large ; 

Accident, sub.diLocc, and i.hcir qualities, 
By mode ineffable so bound in one, 
What I describe u'ives but a t-jeljlc glimpse. 

The Essence universal of this knot 

Methinks I saw, because tho more my pen 
On this enlarges, more of joy I feeL 

To me one moment mora oblivion is 
Than ages twenty-five to that emprise 
When Neptune wonder:;]^ Ar.^/s shadow saw. 
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And thus my mind in deep abstraction held, 
Gazed .fixedly, immovable, absorbed, 
And ever gazing more enraptured grew. 

Thin !....:.! ki> fully doth the mind impress, 
That to be turned away to other things 
It is impossible it should consent ; 

Ili'iMu.-ii? 'ill Hie object of desire, 

Concentrates in it, and apart from this, 
That is riefeelive Hindi is perfect there. 

Ilenccfoilh in;,rr h:-. .keith- shall cumr my n'.irdi;, 
Even for such poor remembrance, than the child's, 
Whose tongue still finds its moisture at the breast ; 

Not that the living light which I beheld 

More th:ii] one n.<pe.e! [nin. 1 ;i:ul hLiuj^K; hurt. 
For it is ever as it always was ; 

Bui i,y the viHii.n whidi wtta ;;:iiiiin^ strength 
Within me, aa I looked, I suffering change, 
That one sole aspect had the change in me. 

Within the essence of that holy light, 

Profound ami clear, three, cirelen I perceived 
Irt colour triple, in extent alike ; 

Aa Iris from the Iris, one from one 

Of those reflected seemed, the third like fire 
Breathed forlli with e.iual energy from both. 

Alas 1 how powerless are my words, how weak 
To speak my thoughts ! and these to what I saw 
How poor, and how inadequate the term I 
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Oh, Light Eternal, solo Thyself within, 
Self understood alone, and by Thyself 
Knowing and known ; Thyself Thy lovo and joy ! 

That circle which conceived snnl formed in Thee 
Gave tho appearance of reflected light 
Awhile by me in close observance held, 

Within itself, of its own colour atifl, 
Seemed painted with the effigy of man, 
Wherefore it wholly rivettcd my gaze. 

Ah the Geometer with heart and soul 

'I'd s;r;HiL!-y dm i:irc].;, MtV.l yc; c:mn-.;t iii:(l. 
With all his thought, the principle he needs, 

So did myself at tins new vision feel ; 

I wished to understand tfie accord which joined 
Image to circle, how adapted there ; 

But my own wings were not for flight like this, 
Had not my mind been stricken by a flash 
Of light in which its wish was satisfied. 

The lofty vision here surpassed my powers ; 
But as a wheel is moved in every part, 
So were desire and will controlled by Him, 

The Lovo which mores the sun and other statu 
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